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ARK is a joint resource between the University of Ulster and Queen’s University, Belfast. Its
goal is to carry out high quality research and to make information on social issues available
to the widest possible audience. Through this ARK seeks to inform and stimulate policy
debate and increase capacity for knowledge based decision making in Northern Ireland.
This publication, which brings together and discusses statistical information on a range of
important social policy issues, is very much in keeping with these objectives and with the
need to ensure that academic research has maximum impact.
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