
 
The Economic and Social Research Institute 

4 Burlington Road Dublin 4 Ph. 6671525 

IRISH SOCIAL ATTITUDES SURVEY, WINTER 2001/2002 
 

Interviewer’s Name ____________________ Interviewer’s Number  

 B1

 
Area Code             Respondent Code  
 
Date of Interview: Day    Month           Time Interview Began 
 
Introduction (Ask for named respondent) 
 
Good morning/afternoon/evening. I am from the Economic and Social Researc
been commissioned by a team of researchers from Trinity College Dublin and Un
out a short survey into social attitudes in Ireland today.  You have been selecte
Register to participate in this survey.  The interview will take about 55 minutes 
provided will be treated in the strictest confidence by the Economic and Social R
possible for anyone to identify your individual views or attitudes.  
_______________________________________________________________

SECTION A 
 
A1 First of all, I would like to ask you how often you use any of the following media

box on each line] 
 
   Every day At least three At least on
   times a week a week 
 1. Newspapers............................................ 1...................... 2......................... 3.......
 2. Television .............................................. 1...................... 2......................... 3.......
 3. Radio ..................................................... 1...................... 2......................... 3.......
 4. Internet................................................... 1...................... 2......................... 3.......
 
 
A2 Which of the following areas do you usually look for in these media? [Int. Show Ca

each row] 
 
  News about  politics/  Sports, art
  economics/ current affairs  or entertai
 1. Newspapers............................................ 1...................... .............................. 2.......
 2. Television .............................................. 1...................... .............................. 2.......
 3. Radio ..................................................... 1...................... .............................. 2.......
 4. Internet................................................... 1...................... .............................. 2.......
 
 
A3 I will now read out a series of statements.  These cover a range of different areas a

me how strongly you Disagree or Agree with each.  For each statement I read
Strongly Disagree, Disagree, Slightly Disagree, Neither Agree nor Disagree, Sligh
[Int. Show card A3, and Please tick ( ) one box on each line] 

 
 Strongly Disagree Slightly Neither 
 Disagree Disagree Agree n
    Disagre

1. Ireland should always follow 
 its own interest, even if this leads 
 to conflicts with other nations ............... 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.…
 
 
2. People should not have to put up  
 with Travellers’ halting sites in their  
 neighbourhood....................................... 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.…
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 Strongly Disagree Slightly Neither Slightly Agree Strongly  
 Disagree Disagree Agree nor Agree  Agree 
    Disagree 

 
3. God should play a central role 
 in people’s lives..................................... 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7

 
4. There is one law for the rich and  
 one for the poor ..................................... 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7

 
5. The world would be a better place if 
 people from other countries were more 
 like the Irish........................................... 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7

 
6. It would be better if more people   
 with strong religious beliefs  
  held public office................................... 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7

 
7. There is nothing wrong with some  
 people being a lot richer than others...... 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7

 
  A4 Three issues are outlined on this card. Please tell me for each of the following whether you think it can never be 

justified, always be justified, or something in between.   People who believe it can never be justified would give a score 
of ‘0’. People who believe it is always justified would give a score of ‘10’. Other people would place themselves 
somewhere between these two views. [Int. Show Card A4] 

 
1. Homosexuality 
 

   Never justified  Always justified 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
           

 
2. Abortion 

   Never justified  Always justified 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
           

 
 

3. Euthanasia (ending the life of those who are terminally ill and wish to die) 
 

   Never justified  Always justified  
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
           

 
 
A5 On this card I have a number of opposing statements. People who agree fully with the statement on the left would give a 

score of ‘0’. People who agree fully with the statement on the right would give a score of ‘10’. Other people would place 
themselves somewhere in between these two views. Where would you place yourself on these scales?  [Int. Show Card 
A5, and tick ( ) one box on each line] 

 
1. Ireland’s membership Ireland’s membership  
 of the European Union  of the European Union 
 is a bad thing is a good thing 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
           

 
2. business should be  business should be 
 entirely  free from strictly controlled 
 state control by the state 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
           

 
 
 

 B2



3. public or semi-state companies  private enterprises are the best 
 are the best way to provide the     way of providing the services   
 services people need people need   

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
           

 
 
4. Ireland should do all it  Ireland should do all it  
 can to unite  fully with can to protect its independence 
 the European Union from the European Union 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
           

 
 
5. there should be more economic we should protect the environment 
 growth and jobs even if this means even if this means less economic 
 damage to the environment growth and fewer  jobs 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
           

 
 
6. it is essential that all of the different parts of  
 Ireland becomes united Ireland are best left as  
  in one state separate states 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
           

 
7. most of industry should most of industry should 
 be state owned and run be privately owned and run 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
           

 
8. European unification European unification  
 has already gone too far has not gone far enough 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
           

  

A6  There has been a lot of discussion lately about Irish neutrality.  I am interested in finding out what neutrality means. 
What does Irish neutrality mean to you? 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
A7 On the whole, are you very satisfied, fairly satisfied, not very satisfied or not at all satisfied with the way democracy 

works in Ireland? [Int: Please tick ( ) one box] 
 
 Very satisfied Fairly satisfied Not very satisfied Not at all satisfied Don’t know 
  1 2 3 4 5
 
A8 On the whole, are you very satisfied, fairly satisfied, not very satisfied or not at all satisfied with the way democracy 

works in the European Union? [Int: Please tick ( ) one box] 
 
 Very satisfied Fairly satisfied Not very satisfied Not at all satisfied Don’t know 
  1 2 3 4 5
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A9 I will now read out some more statements. Please tell me to what extent you Disagree or Agree with each statement?   
 [Int. Show Card A3 and tick ( ) one box on each line]. 
 
 Strongly Disagree Slightly  Neither Slightly Agree Strongly  
 Disagree  Disagree Agree nor Agree  Agree
    Disagree   

1. Sometimes politics and government    
 seem so complicated that a person like  
 me cannot really understand what  
 is going on ............................................. 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7 
 
2. The ordinary person has no influence  
  on politics .............................................. 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7 
 
3. I think I am better informed about    
  politics and government than  
 most people............................................ 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7 
 
4. In today’s world, an Irish government 
 can’t really influence what  
  happens in this country.......................... 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7 
 
5. It doesn’t really matter which political   
 party is in power, in the end things  
  go on much the same ............................. 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7 
 
6. If a person doesn’t care how an election  
  turns out that person should  
 not vote in it........................................... 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7 
 
7. The European Union is too    
 complicated to work properly................ 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7

 
A10 Using this card please tell me how much you personally trust each of the following.  People who do not trust it at all 

would give a score of ‘0’.  People who trust it a lot would give a score of ‘10’. Other people would place themselves 
somewhere in between these two views. Where would you place yourself on these scales?  [Int. Show Card A6 and tick 
( ) one box on each line] 

 
     Do not Trust  
           trust at all a lot 

the Civil Service  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

the Dáil 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

the government    0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

the mass media 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

religious leaders  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

the courts  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

the political parties    0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

the gardai  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

business leaders 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

 
A11 I will now read out some statements. Please tell me to what extent you Disagree or Agree with each statement?   
 [Int. Show Card A3 and tick ( ) one box on each line]. 
 
 Strongly Disagree Slightly  Neither Slightly Agree Strongly  
  Disagree Disagree Agree nor Agree  Agree

   Disagree  
 

1. Ordinary working people get their   
 fair share of the nation’s wealth ............ 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7 
 
2. Income tax should be increased for    
 people on higher than average 
  incomes.................................................. 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7 
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 Strongly Disagree Slightly  Neither Slightly Agree Strongly  
  Disagree Disagree Agree nor Agree  Agree

   Disagree  
3. Generally speaking, Ireland is a better  
  country than most other countries ......... 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7

 
4. Irish people should support their   
  country even when it is wrong............... 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7

 
5. Asylum seekers should have the  
 same rights to social services as   
  Irish people ........................................... 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7 

 
6. There should be very strict limits on   
  the number of immigrants coming 
   to live in Ireland.................................... 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7
 
7. I would rather be a citizen of Ireland    
 than of any other country in the world .. 1………… 2 ………. 3………… 4.………. 5..………. 6………. 7

 
A12 Do you usually think of yourself as close to any particular political party? 
  

 Yes ............

 B5

1 go to A13b No.............. 2 go to A13a Don’t know ..... 3 go to A13a 
 
A13a If NO, or Don’t Know do you feel yourself a little closer to one of the political parties than the others? 
 

 Yes ............ 1 go to A13b No.............. 2 go to A14a Don’t know ..... 3 go to A14a
 
A13b If YES at A12 or A13a Which party do you feel closest to?…Record name of the party 

 ________________________________________ 

 

A13c Do you feel yourself to be very close to this party, somewhat close to this party, or not very close to this party? 
 
Very Close  1               Somewhat Close    2                        Not Very Close   3                             Don’t Know    4
 
A14a For one reason or another, a lot of people didn’t vote in the last general election.  How about you- did you vote? 
 
       Yes……. 1 go to A14b            No……… 2 go to A14c 

 
A14b [Int: If ‘Yes’ at A14a ask:] Which party did you give your first preference vote to? [Tick ( ) one box only] 
 OR 
A14c [Int: If ‘No’ at A14a ask:] Suppose you had voted?  Which party would you have given your first preference vote to?  

[Int. Please tick ( ) one box only] 
 Fianna Fáil ..................................... 1 Sinn Féin................................... 6
 Fine Gael ....................................... 2  Other ......................................... 7 
 Green Party.................................... 3 Independent .............................. 8
 Labour ........................................... 4 Don’t know............................... 9
 Progressive Democrats .................. 5   

A15 If there was a general election tomorrow, to which party would you give your first preference vote? 
 [Int. Please tick ( ) one box only] 
 Fianna Fáil ..................................... 1 Sinn Féin................................... 6
 Fine Gael ....................................... 2  Other ......................................... 7 

 Green Party.................................... 3 Independent .............................. 8
 Labour ........................................... 4 Don’t know............................... 9
 Progressive Democrats .................. 5  I  wouldn’t vote………………. 10   
 

 

 

 

 

   



A16 As you may know, there was a referendum on the European Union Nice Treaty last June.  There will be another 
referendum on the Nice Treaty sometime in the next year. 
I’d like you to imagine that you are voting on the next referendum on the Nice Treaty. Where would you place yourself 
on a scale of 1 to 7?  A score of ‘1’ means that you would definitely vote in favour of the Nice Treaty, and a score of ‘7’ 
means that you would definitely vote against the Nice Treaty.  [Int. Show Card A7 and tick ( ) one box only] 

 
 Definitely vote Definitely vote  
   in favour of the  against the  
 Nice Treaty Nice Treaty 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
       

 
A17 Also, there’s some talk these days about having a referendum to strengthen the ban on abortion in the constitution. 

Now I would like you to imagine that you are voting in such a referendum.  Where would you place yourself on a 
scale of 1 to 7?  A score of ‘1’ means that you would Definitely vote in favour of strengthening the ban on abortion a 
score of ‘7’ means that you would Definitely vote against strengthening the ban on abortion. [Int. Show Card A7 and  
tick ( ) one box only] 

  
 Definitely vote in  Definitely vote  
 favour of strengthening  against strengthening  
 the ban on abortion the ban on abortion 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
       

 
A18 We have a number of political parties in Ireland each of which would like to get your vote. How probable is it that you 

would ever vote for the following parties? Please use the numbers on this scale to indicate  your views, where ‘1’ means 
Not at all probable and ‘10’ means Very probable.    [Int. Show Card A8 and tick ( ) one box on each line] 

 
 How probable is it that you would ever vote for… 
 
                            Not at all       Very  
                          Probable                                                   Probable 

Fianna Fáil               1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Fine Gael                  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Green Party              1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Labour                      1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Progressive Democrats          1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Sinn Féin                   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
An Independent candidate    1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

 
A19 How interested would you say you are in politics – are you: [Int. Please tick ( ) one box only] 
 
 Very interested….. 1 Somewhat interested….. 2        Not very interested….. 3 Not at all interested….. 4
 
A20a  What do you think about the state of the economy in Ireland these days? Would you say that the state of the economy is 

very good, good, neither good nor bad, bad or very bad? [Int. Please tick ( ) one box only] 
  
Very good….. 1       Good….. 2        Neither good nor bad….. 3  Bad….. 4       Very bad….. 5 Don’t Know….. 6 
    
A21 Would you say that over the last twelve months, the state of the economy in Ireland has got better, stayed the same or 

got worse? [Int. Please tick ( ) one box only] 
 

Got better…..
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1  Stayed the same….. 2 go to A24       Got worse…………. 3 Don’t Know….. 4 go to A24 
 
A22 Would you say much better or somewhat better?  A23 Would you say much worse or somewhat worse? 
  
        Much Better….. 1       Somewhat Better….. 2              Much Worse….. 1 Somewhat Worse….. 2
 
 
A24 What about your own economic situation these days?  Would you say it is…..[Int. Please tick ( ) one box only] 
 

Very good….. 1 Fairly good….. 2 Fairly bad….. 3 Very bad….. 4
     
     



A25 Do you ever stay at home at night because you are afraid of being a victim of crime? [Int. Please tick ( ) one box only] 
  

Yes often….. 1               Yes occasionally….. 2                   No….. 3
      
 
A26 Have you or anyone you know been a victim of a crime recently? [Int. Please tick ( ) one box only] 
 
 Yes, me….. 1           Yes, someone I know….. 2           Yes,  me AND someone I know….. 3                No….. 4 
 
 
A27 Which of these two statements comes closest to your view?  [Int. Please tick ( ) one box only] 
 

Most people can be trusted….. 1 OR        You can’t be too careful in dealing with people….. 2 Don’t know….. 3
      
A28 How often do you spend time with other people in clubs or associations, religious organisations or voluntary groups of 

one kind or another? [Int. Please tick ( ) one box only] 
 
 Several times a week About once a week About twice a month A few times a year Rarely/never 
   1   2   3   4           5           
 
A29 Interviewer Record Time (24 hour clock)        
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SECTION D MINORITY GROUPS 

 
D1 In general terms, how close do you feel to a) your neighbourhood/community; b) your town/city; c) your county; 

 d)Ireland, e) Europe? [Int. Show Card D1] 
 Very Close Close Not Very Close Not Close At All Can’t Choose 
 a) your neighbourhood/community ........ 1............................... 2 .......................... 3....................................... 4....................................... 5
 b) your town/city .................................... 1................................. 2 ............................ 3.......................................... 4 ......................................... 5
 c) your county......................................... 1............................... 2 .......................... 3....................................... 4....................................... 5
 d) Ireland ................................................ 1............................... 2 .......................... 3....................................... 4....................................... 5
 e) Europe ................................................ 1............................... 2 .......................... 3....................................... 4....................................... 5

D2 Would you say you are very proud, quite proud, not very proud, not at all proud to be Irish? 

 Very proud Quite proud Not very proud Not at all proud Not applicable 
 1 2 3 4  5

D3 Some people say the following things are important for being truly Irish.  Others say they are not important.  
How important do you think each of the following is?  [Int. Please tick ( ) one box on each line]  

 Very Fairly Not very Not Can’t
 Important important important important at all choose 
           For being truly Irish, how 
           important is it:  
 1. to have been born in Ireland ............... 1............................... 2 .......................... 3....................................... 4....................................... 5
 2. to have Irish citizenship...................... 1................................. 2 ............................ 3.......................................... 4 ......................................... 5
 3. to have lived in Ireland for   

     most of one’s life ................................ 1................................. 2 ............................ 3.......................................... 4 ......................................... 5
 4. to be able to speak Irish ...................... 1............................... 2 .......................... 3....................................... 4....................................... 5
 5. to be a Catholic ................................... 1............................... 2 .......................... 3....................................... 4....................................... 5

6. to respect Ireland’s political  
    institutions and laws ........................... 1................................. 2 ............................ 3.......................................... 4 ......................................... 5

 7. to feel Irish.......................................... 1................................. 2 ............................ 3.......................................... 4 ......................................... 5



D4 How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements?  
 Strongly Agree Neither agree Disagree Strongly 
    Agree nor disagree Disagree 
 1. It is impossible for people who do not share Irish customs  
     and traditions to become fully Irish …….. ...................................... 1 ....... 2 ............ 3 ................. 4.......... 5
 2. Ethnic minorities should be given government assistance to  
     preserve their customs and traditions……. ..................................... 1 ....... 2 ............ 3 ................. 4.......... 5
 
D5 Some people are disturbed by the opinions, customs and way of life of people different from themselves.  Do you 

personally find the presence of people of: (1) another race, (2) another nationality disturbing in your daily life? [Int. 
Show Card D2] 

1. ANOTHER RACE 
                                                     Disturbing                                         Not disturbing at all 

1 2 3 4 5 
     

 
2. ANOTHER NATIONALITY 

               Disturbing               Not disturbing at all 
1 2 3 4 5 
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D6 How much do you agree or disagree that refugees who have suffered political repression in their own country should be 

allowed to stay in Ireland?   
              Strongly agree             Agree             Neither agree nor disagree                   Disagree  Strongly disagree 
       1     2 3    4 5
 
D7 Generally speaking how do you feel about the number of people: 1) of another race, 2) of another nationality, 3) of 

another culture living in our country: Are there, Too many, A lot but not too many, Not many? 
  
 Too many A lot but not too many Not many  
 1) another race ........................................ 1 ................................ 2......................................... 3  
 2) another nationality.............................. 1 ................................ 2......................................... 3  

 3) another culture.................................... 1 ................................ 2......................................... 3  

D8 People have different views about certain groups in society.  I am going to read out a list of groups and I would like you 
to tell me how close you would allow members of each group.  For each group I would like you to tell me whether or not 
you would be willing to: a) marry or welcome as members of your family; b) have as close friends; c) have as a next-
door neighbour; d) work in the same work-place; e) welcome as Irish citizens; f) have as visitors only; g) debar or 
deport from Ireland. The main idea here is to get your first reaction, therefore, it would be better if we went through 
the list fairly quickly.  [Int. Show Card D3 and tick (3) one box on each row.] 

I would:                                                (a)        (b)                  (c)                   (d)                 (e)                   (f)                  (g) 

 

Marry or 
welcome as 
members of 
my family 

Have as close 
friends 

Have as a 
next-door 
neighbour 

Work in the 
same  

work-place 

Welcome as 
Irish citizens 

Have as 
visitors only 

Debar or 
deport from 

Ireland 

1. English......................................... 1……… 2..................... 3................ 4 ................ 5…………. 6................ 7 
2. Jews ............................................. 1……… 2..................... 3................ 4 ................ 5…………. 6................ 7
3. Spaniards ..................................... 1……… 2..................... 3................ 4 ................ 5…………. 6................ 7
4. Travellers..................................... 1……… 2..................... 3................ 4 ................ 5…………. 6................ 7
5. Romanians ................................... 1……… 2..................... 3................ 4 ................ 5…………. 6................ 7
6. Indians (South Asians) ............... 1……… 2..................... 3................ 4 ................ 5…………. 6................ 7
7. Muslims ....................................... 1……… 2..................... 3................ 4 ................ 5…………. 6................ 7
8. Nigerians ..................................... 1……… 2..................... 3................ 4 ................ 5…………. 6................ 7
9. Protestants ................................... 1……… 2..................... 3................ 4 ................ 5…………. 6................ 7 

10. Bosnians ...................................... 1……… 2..................... 3................ 4 ................ 5…………. 6................ 7
11. Chinese ........................................ 1……… 2..................... 3................ 4 ................ 5…………. 6................ 7
12. Arabs ........................................... 1……… 2..................... 3................ 4 ................ 5…………. 6................ 7
13. Black Americans ......................... 1……… 2..................... 3................ 4 ................ 5…………. 6................ 7
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D9a  Some people say that it is better for a country if different racial and ethnic groups maintain their distinct customs and 

traditions. Others say it is better if these groups adapt and blend into the larger society in Ireland. Which of these views 
comes closer to your own? [Int. Please tick (4) one box only.] 
1. Better for a country if different racial and ethnic groups maintain their distinct customs and traditions…….. 1
2. Others say it is better if these groups adapt & blend into the larger society in Ireland………………………. 2

 
D9b When answering this question which group (or groups) had you in mind? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
D10  Thinking again about different racial and ethnic minority groups, please tell me whether you tend to Agree or tend to 
   Disagree with the following statements? 

                                                                                                                                                    Tend to      Tend to        DK 
    Agree         Disagree 
 1. In schools where there are too many children from these minority groups, 
           the quality of education suffers................................................................................................ 1 .............. 2……….. 3

 2. People from these minority groups abuse the system of social benefits .................................. 1 .............. 2……….. 3

 3. The authorities should make efforts to improve the situation of people from  
  these minority groups .............................................................................................................. 1 .............. 2……….. 3

 4. People from these minority groups are enriching the cultural life of Ireland .......................... 1 .............. 2……….. 3

 5. The religious practices of people from these minority groups threaten our way of life .......... 1 .............. 2……….. 3

 6. The presence of people from these minority groups increases unemployment in Ireland ....... 1 .............. 2……….. 3

 7. Discrimination in the job market on grounds of a person’s race, religion or culture should  
  be outlawed.............................................................................................................................. 1 .............. 2……….. 3

 8. Minority groups have an unfair advantage in getting Local Authority housing ...................... 1 .............. 2……….. 3
 
D11 [Int. Show Card D4] The ladders below represent the distribution of economic wealth (money and property) in 

Ireland. Indicate, by placing an X in the ladder, how well YOU think each group is doing relative to the richest and 
poorest people in Ireland. So, for example, if you believe that some group is doing only slightly better than the very 
poorest people in the country you would respond by placing the X close to the bottom rung of the ladder. 

For example:  
(1) the wealthiest people in Ireland would be represented like this …  (2) the least well-off would be represented like this 
1 RICHEST       2 RICHEST  

6         6

5         5

4         4

3         3

2         2

1         1      
POOREST        POOREST 

 
 Now place an X on a rung of the ladder, that best represents in your opinion, the wealth of the following four groups in 

Ireland …[Int. Tick (3) one box in columns (1), (2), (3), (4)] 
 (1) The average income of 

the Travelling 
community 

(2) Families in inner city 
Dublin 

(3) Romanian asylum-
seeker in Ireland 

(4) Your own household 

                        RICHEST                                     RICHEST                          RICHEST                         RICHEST 
    6    6   6   6  

   5    5   5   5   

   4    4   4   4

   3    3   3   3

   2    2   2   2   

     1                 1   1   1

                        POOREST  POOREST                        POOREST                         POOREST 



 
D12 From this list, I would like you to tell me if there are: (a) many such people; (b) Some; or (c) none who live: (1) in your     

neighbourhood: (2) who are among your friends and (3) who work with you?  [Int. Show Card D5 and tick (3) one box 
            on each row] 
 

                                                                                                                      Many  Some       None           N/A 
1. In the neighbourhood 
 a. Persons of another nationality ......................................................................................... 1 ............. 2.......... 3 
 b. Persons of another race.................................................................................................... 1 ............. 2.......... 3
 c. Persons of another culture ............................................................................................... 1 ............. 2.......... 3 
 
2. Among your friends 
 a. Persons of another nationality ......................................................................................... 1 ............. 2.......... 3 
 b. Persons of another race.................................................................................................... 1 ............. 2.......... 3 
 c. Persons of another culture ............................................................................................... 1 ............. 2.......... 3 
 
3. At work with you 
 a. Persons of another nationality ......................................................................................... 1 ............. 2.......... 3............. 4 
 b. Persons of another race.................................................................................................... 1 ............. 2.......... 3............. 4 
 c. Persons of another culture ............................................................................................... 1 ............. 2.......... 3............. 4 
 

D13 Please indicate how closely you Agree or Disagree with the following statements. [Int: Tick ( ) one box on each row] 
 Strongly Agree Neither Agree Disagree   Strongly 
 Agree nor Disagree                         Disagree 
 1. At times I think I am no good at all. .............................. 1 .......... 2 ............... 3 ................ 4 ............ 5

2. I feel that I have a number of good qualities................................. 1 .......... 2 ............... 3 ................ 4 ............ 5
 3. I certainly feel useless at times. .................................................... 1 .......... 2 ............... 3 ................ 4 ............ 5

4. I take a positive attitude towards myself....................................... 1 .......... 2 ............... 3 ................ 4 ............ 5 
 

D14 Some people say that they are not at all racist. Others feel that they are very racist. Would you look at this card [Int: 
Show Card D6.] and give me the number that shows your own feelings about this? If you feel you are not at all racist, 
you give a score of 1. If you feel you are very racist, you give a score of 10. The scores between 1 and 10 allow you to 
say how close to either side you are. 

  
NOT RACIST AT ALL                 VERY RACIST 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
          

 
 

D15 Interviewer Record Time (24 hour clock)        
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SECTION E   THE ENVIRONMENT 
 

E1  How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following two statements? [Int. Show Card E1 and tick ( ) one box 
on each line] 

 Strongly      Agree          Neither agree       Disagree      Strongly      Can’t 
   Agree                               nor disagree                             Disagree       choose 

 1. Private enterprise is the best way to solve Ireland’s 
      economic problems………………… ...... ……......................... 1 .......... 2 ............. 3................ 4 .......... 5........ 6

 
 2. It is the responsibility of the government to reduce the  
    differences in income between people with high incomes 
    and those with low incomes...................................................     1 ........... 2 ............. 3................ 4 .......... 5 ....... 6

 
E2 Looking at the items on this card [Int. Show Card E2] please indicate what you think should be (1) Ireland’s highest 

priority and (2) Ireland’s second highest priority – the second most important thing it should do? 
 
               Maintain order in  Give people more say in  Fight rising prices Protect freedom     Can’t  
              the nation government decisions of speech              choose 
(1) Highest priority…….. 1……………………………………….. 2………………………………………………….. 3…………………………………. 4………………… 5 
(2) Second priority…….. 1……………………………………….. 2………………………………………………….. 3…………………………………. 4………………… 5
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E3 How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? [Int: Show Card E1 and tick ( ) one box on 
each line] 

    Strongly Agree    Neither agree Disagree Strongly     Can’t 
       Agree     nor disagree  Disagree     choose 

 1.  We believe too often in science, and not  
      enough in feelings and faith ....................................... 1 ............. 2 ............... 3 ...................... 4................ 5............ 6

 2.  Overall, modern science does more harm than good.. 1 ............. 2 ............... 3...................... 4................ 5 ........... 6
 
 3.  Modern science will solve our environmental 
      problems with little change to our way of life............ 1 ............. 2 ............... 3...................... 4................ 5 ........... 6
 
 4.  We worry too much about the future of the environment 
      and not enough about prices and jobs today............... 1 ............. 2 ............... 3................... 4................ 5................ 6
 
 5.  Almost everything we do in modern life harms  
       the environment ........................................................ 1 ............. 2 ............... 3................... 4................ 5 ................ 6
 
 6.   People worry too much about human progress   
       harming the environment........................................... 1 ............. 2 ............... 3................... 4................ 5 ................ 6

 7.   In order to protect the environment Ireland  
       needs economic growth ......................................... ... 1............. 2 ............... 3................... 4................ 5 ................ 6

 8.   It is right to use animals for medical testing if 
       it might save human lives ...................................... ... 1............. 2 ............... 3................... 4................ 5 ................ 6

 9.   Economic growth always harms the environment.. ... 1............. 2 ............... 3................... 4................ 5 ................ 6
 
 10. The earth simply cannot continue to support  
       population growth at its present rate ...................... ... 1............. 2 ............... 3................... 4................ 5 ................ 6
 
E4  Please tick one box to show which statement is closest to your views. [Int. Show Card E3 and tick  ( )  one box only] 
  
  Nature is sacred because it is created by God……………… ………………………….. 1
 

  Nature is spiritual or sacred in itself…………………………………………………….. 2
 

  Nature is important, but not spiritual or sacred…………………………………………. 3
 

  Can’t choose……………………………………………………………………………. 4 
 
E5  How willing would you be: [Int: Please tick ( ) one box on each line] 
   Very Fairly Neither willing Fairly  Very Can’t 
   Willing willing nor unwilling unwilling unwilling    choose 
 1. to pay much higher prices  in order to protect the environment?..... 1............ 2................ 3.............................. 4 ................ 5 ............ 6

 2. to pay much higher taxes in order to protect the environment? ....... 1............ 2................ 3.............................. 4 ................ 5 ............ 6

 3. to accept cuts in your standard of living in order to protect   
    the environment? .............................................................................. 1 .......... 2 ............... 3........................... 4 ............... 5 .......... 6

 

E6 How much do you agree or disagree with each of these statements? [Int: Show Card E1 and tick ( ) one box on each line] 
 Strongly Agree Neither agree Disagree Strongly     Can’t 
   Agree nor disagree  Disagree      choose 
 1. It is just too difficult for someone like me to do 
     much about the environment ....................................... 1..................... 2 ..................... 3 .................................. 4 ......................... 5 ........... 6
 
 2. I do what is right for the environment, even 
     when it costs more money or takes more time ............ 1..................... 2 ......................... 3 .................................. 4 ......................... 5 ........... 6
 

 3. There are more important things to do in life than 
     protect the environment............................................... 1..................... 2 ... ..................... 3 .................................. 4 ......................... 5 ........... 6
  
 4. There is no point in doing what I can for the 
     environment unless others do the same ....................... 1..................... 2 ......................... 3 .................................. 4 ......................... 5 ........... 6
 

 5. Many of the claims about environmental  
     threats are exaggerated ................................................ 1 ................. 2 ......................... 3 .................................. 4 ......................... 5 ........... 6
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E7 I am going to read out 6 statements.  I would like you to tell me how true you think each is.[Int: Please tick ( ) one box 
on each line – show card E4] 

    Definitely Probably Probably  Definitely  Can’t 
    true true not true not true choose 
   In your opinion, how true is this?    
 1. ‘Antibiotics can kill bacteria but not viruses’.................................. 1......................... 2......................... 3................  4 ............................ 5
 
 2. ‘Human beings developed from earlier species of animals’............ 1......................... 2......................... 3................  4 ............................ 5
 

 3. ‘All man-made chemicals can cause cancer if you eat   
     enough of them’............................................................................... 1......................... 2......................... 3................ .. 4 ............................ 5
 

 4. ‘If someone is exposed to any amount of radioactivity 
      they are certain to die as a result’ .................................................... 1......................... 2......................... 3................ .. 4 ............................ 5
 

 5. ‘The greenhouse effect (global warming) is caused by a hole in  
     in the earth’s atmosphere’  .............................................................. 1......................... 2......................... 3................  4 ............................ 5
 

 6. ‘Every time we use coal or oil or gas, we contribute to the  
     greenhouse effect’ (global warming)............................................... 1......................... 2......................... 3................  4 ............................ 5
 
E8a  In general, how dangerous do you think that air pollution caused by cars is on the environment? [Int: Show Card E5 and  

tick ( )  one box only] 
 
   extremely dangerous very  somewhat  not very  not dangerous at all Can’t 
   for the environment dangerous dangerous dangerous for the environment  choose
  1 2 3 4 5 6
 
E8b  And how dangerous do you think that air polluction caused by cars is to you and your family? [Int: Show Card E6 and  

tick ( ) one box only] 
    
   extremely dangerous very  somewhat  not very  not dangerous at all Can’t 
   for you and your family dangerous dangerous dangerous for you and your family choose
  1 2 3 4 5 6
 
E9a  In general, do you think that air pollution caused by industry is …[Int: Show Card E5 and tick ( ) one box only] 
 
  extremely dangerous very  somewhat  not very  not dangerous at all Can’t 
   for the environment dangerous dangerous dangerous for the environment  choose
  1 2 3 4 5 6
 
 
E9b  And do you think that pesticides and chemicals used in farming are:….[Int: Show Card E5 and tick ( ) one box only] 
 
  extremely dangerous very  somewhat  not very  not dangerous at all Can’t 
   for the environment dangerous dangerous dangerous for the environment  choose
  1 2 3 4 5 6
 
E9c  And do you think that pollution of Ireland’s rivers, lakes and streams is …[Int: Show Card E5 and tick ( ) one box 

only] 
 
  extremely dangerous very  somewhat  not very  not dangerous at all Can’t 
   for the environment dangerous dangerous dangerous for the environment  choose
  1 2 3 4 5 6 
 
E10a   In general, do you think that a rise in the world’s temperature caused by the ‘greenhouse effect’ (global warming) 
   is …   [Int: Show Card E5 and tick ( ) one box only] 
 
  extremely dangerous very  somewhat  not very  not dangerous at all Can’t 
   for the environment dangerous dangerous dangerous for the environment  choose
  1 2 3 4 5  6
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E10b  And do you think that modifying the genes of certain crops is …[Int: Show Card E5 and tick ( ) one box only] 
 
  extremely dangerous very  somewhat  not very  not dangerous at all Can’t 
   for the environment dangerous dangerous dangerous for the environment  choose
  1 2 3 4 5  6

E11a If you had to choose, which one of the following would be closest to your views? [Int: Show Card E7 and tick ( ) one box 
only] 

           
Government should let ordinary people decide for                                           Government should pass laws to make ordinary people   
 themselves how to protect the environment, even                  OR                      protect the environment, even if it interferes 
if it means they don’t always do the right thing….. 1                                           with people’s rights to make their own decisions….. 2
 

         Can't choose…………….. 3
 
E11b  And wh    ich one of the following would be closest to your views? [Int: Show Card E8 and tick ( ) one box only]   
Government should let businesses decide for                                             Government should pass laws to make businesses 
themselves how to protect the environment, even                       OR             protect the environment, even if it interferes 
if it means they don’t always do the right thing ….. 1                                with businesses’ rights to make their own decisions….. 2
 

    Can't choose……...……. 3
E12  Some countries are doing more to protect the world environment than other countries are. 
  In general, do you think that Ireland is doing … [Int: Please tick ( ) one box only] 
 

More than enough….. 1              About the right amount….. 2                  Too little….. 3       Can’t choose….. 4
     
 
E13a On balance, which of these two do you think is making more effort to look after the environment  [Int: Please tick ( ) 

 only] one box  
Business and industry….. 1              People in general….. 2                  Both equally….. 3       Can’t choose….. 4

    
E13b And which of these two groups do you think is making more effort to look after the environment… 
  [Int: P  lease tick ( ) one box only]  

Government….. 1              Business and industy….. 2                  Both equally….. 3       Can’t choose….. 4
 
E13c And which of these two groups is making more effort to look after the environment… 
  [Int: P  lease tick ( ) one box only] 

People in general….. 1              Government….. 2                  Both equally….. 3       Can’t choose….. 4  
 
E14 How much do you agree or disagree with each of these statements? [Int: Show Card E9 and tick ( ) one box on each line] 
      Strongly  Agree  Neither agree         Disagree      Strongly Can’t 
                                 Agree  nor disagree   Disagree        choose 
 1. For environmental problems, there should be 
     international agreements that Ireland and  
     other countries should be made to follow................. 1..................... 2 .................................. 3 ......................... 4 ......................... 5 ........... 6
 
 2. Poorer countries should be expected to make 
     less effort than richer countries to protect 
     the environment ....................................................... 1..................... 2 .................................. 3 ......................... 4 ......................... 5 ........... 6
  
 3. Economic progress in Ireland will slow down 
     unless we look after the environment better ............. 1..................... 2 .................................. 3 ......................... 4 ......................... 5 ........... 6

 
 E15 How likely do you think that, within the next five years, an accident at a nuclear power station will cause long-term 

environmental damage across many countries?  [Int: Please tick ( ) one box only] 
    

Very likely….. 1              Likely….. 2                  Unlikely….. 3         Very Unlikely….. 4           Can’t choose….. 5
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E16 How much trust do you have in each of the following groups to give you correct information about causes of pollution? 
 [Int: Show Card E10 and please tick ( ) one box on each line] 
   A great Quite  Not Hardly 
   deal of a lot of Some much any Can't 
   trust trust trust trust trust choose 

 1. Business and industry …………… ............... 1.............. 2................... 3 .................. 4....................... 5 ...................... 6
 
 2. Environmental groups ……………............... 1.............. 2................... 3 .................. 4....................... 5 ...................... 6
 
 3. Government departments ……….................. 1.............. 2................... 3 .................. 4....................... 5 ...................... 6
 
 4. Newspapers ………………………............... 1.............. 2................... 3 .................. 4....................... 5 ...................... 6
 
 5. Radio or TV programmes ……… ................. 1.............. 2................... 3 .................. 4....................... 5 ...................... 6
 
 6. University research centres ……................... 1.............. 2................... 3 .................. 4....................... 5 ...................... 6
 
E17a How often do you make a special effort to sort glass or tins or plastic or newspapers and so on for recycling? 
  [Int: Please tick ( ) one box only] 
 
Always….. 1              Often….. 2            Sometimes….. 3         Never….. 4           Recycling not available where I live…. 5

 
E17b. And how often do you cut back on driving a car for environmental reasons? [Int: Please tick ( ) one box only] 
 
Always….. 1              Often….. 2                  Sometimes….. 3         Never….. 4           I do not have or cannot drive a car….. 5
 
E18 Are you a member of any group whose main aim is to preserve or protect the environment?  
 [Int: Please tick ( ) one box only]    
  
   YES……….. 1  NO………..…. 2 
 
E19 In the last five years, have you ... [Int: Please tick ( ) one box on each line] 
   Yes   No 

                                                                                                                I have I have not 
  1. signed a petition about an environmental issue?..................................................... 1 ..................................... 2
  2. given money to an environmental group?............................................................... 1 ..................................... 2
  3. taken part in a protest or demonstration about an environmental issue?................. 1 ..................................... 2

 
E20 Please tick one box below to show which statement comes closest to expressing what you believe about God 
  [Int: Show Card E11 and tick ( ) one box only]   
  
  1. I don’t believe in God………………………………………………………………………….. 1 
  2. I don’t know whether there is a God and I don’t believe there is any way to find out………… 2 

  3. I don’t believe in a personal God, but I do believe in a Higher Power of some kind…………. 3 
  4. I find myself believing in God some of the time but not at others…………………………..... 4 
  5. While I have doubts, I feel that I do believe in God…………………………………………… 5 

  6. I know God really exists and I have no doubts about it………………………………………. 6 
  7. Can’t choose…………………………………………………………………………………… 7  
E21  Would you describe the place where you live as … [Int: Please tick ( ) one box only] 
     
                                          the suburbs or         a small city or              a country              a farm or home 
   A big city               outskirts of a big city               town                       village                  in the country
  
        1     2                 3                      4                        5

  



E22 In general, do you think that nuclear power stations are … [Int: Show Card E5 and please tick ( ) one box only] 
     
  extremely dangerous very  somewhat  not very  not dangerous at all Can’t 
   for the environment dangerous dangerous dangerous for the environment  choose
  1 2 3 4 5 6   
E23 How much do you agree or disagree with each of these statements? [Int: Please tick ( ) one box on each line] 
 Strongly Agree Neither agree Disagree Strongly     Can’t 
    Agree     nor disagree  Disagree     choose 

 1. Government should redistribute income from the  
     better-off to those who are less well off ......................... 1 .................... 2..................... 3 ......................... 4 ......................... 5 ...................... 6 
 2. There is little that people can do to change the  
     course of their lives ........................................................ 1 .................... 2..................... 3 ......................... 4 ......................... 5 ...................... 6 
 3. One of the problems with people today is that they  
     challenge authority too often .......................................... 1 .................... 2..................... 3 ......................... 4 ......................... 5 ...................... 6 
 4. People with money should be left to enjoy it ................. 1 .................... 2..................... 3 ......................... 4 ......................... 5 ...................... 6 
 5. There are times when people should follow their  
     consciences even if it means breaking the law ............... 1 .................... 2..................... 3 ......................... 4 ......................... 5 ...................... 6 
 6. Private enterprise needs to be controlled to protect 
     everyone’s needs  .......................................................... 1 .................... 2..................... 3 ......................... 4 ......................... 5 ...................... 6 
 7. All societies have inequalities which it is better  
     not to interfere with ........................................................ 1 .................... 2..................... 3 ......................... 4 ......................... 5 ...................... 6 
 8. Taking everything into account, the world is  
   getting better ................................................................... 1 .................... 2..................... 3 ......................... 4 ......................... 5 ...................... 6   
E24 Interviewer Record Time (24 hour clock)   
 
 
 

 
SECTION F SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHICS  

 
F1 Sex of respondent Male .......... 1 Female.......... 2 

 
 
F2 Could I ask for your date of birth                    Day                   Month                             Year 
 
F3a Could I ask about your current marital status?  Are you:   
 
 
Married…..
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1            Separated …..      2        Divorced….. 3        Widowed………. 4 Never married….. 5 
 
F3b Are you currently living F3d  Are you currently living with a partner?        Yes… 1                 No… 2
with your husband/wife? 
 
Yes… 1 No… 2 
 
      F3c  Are you currently living with another partner? Yes… 1 No… 2 
 
 
F4a How many years of full-time education did you receive? [Int: If respondent did not return to full-time education as an 

adult calculate as (age when left full-time education minus 5)] 
  
 _____________ years of full-time education No formal education.................... 1
 
 
 



 
F4b Which of the following best describes the highest level of education you have completed to date.   
 [Int. Please tick ( ) one box only] 
 None........................................................................... 1
 Incomplete Primary.................................................... 2 
 Complete Primary ...................................................... 3 
 Started Second Level but no exams taken ................. 4
 Group Cert or equivalent ........................................... 5
 Junior/Intermediate Cert or equivalent....................... 6
 Leaving Cert or equiv. ............................................... 7
 Started Third Level but did not complete ................. 8
 Certificate or diploma ................................................ 9
 University primary degree or equivalent.................... 10
 University higher degree or equivalent...................... 11
 
F5 During the last five years have you been unemployed and seeking work?  By unemployed I mean available for and 

actively seeking work in contrast, for example, to someone who is engaged in home duties. 
 
   Yes……. 1 go to F6  No…….. 2 go to F7 
 
F6 For how many months, over the last five years were you unemployed?_________________________ 
 
F7 Which of the following best describes your present situation with regard to employment:  
 [Int. Please tick ( ) one box only] 
At work full-time (30 hrs or more) ..................................... 1→ Go to F9 Student.............................................. 5→ Go to F8 

At work part-time (less than 30 hrs weekly)....................... 2→ Go to F9 Retired .............................................. 6→ Go to F8 

At work as relative assisting/unpaid family worker............ 3→ Go to F9 Engaged in home duties ................... 7→ Go to F8 

Unemployed and seeking work........................................... 4→ Go to F8 Long term sick or disabled ............... 8→ Go to F8 

                                                                                                               Other, specify_________________. 9→ Go to F8 
 
F8  [Int: For people who are unemployed or coded 4-9 in question F7]  Did you ever work at any time in the past, even if not 

currently working now? 
 
   Yes 1     No 2 go to F14 
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 F8b When did you give up this job?_______month   _______year     go to F9 
 
 
F9 How many hours do/did you normally work per week-including usual overtime if any? _______________hours 
 
F10a What is/was your occupation? Please describe fully. If farmer please record the number of acres farmed. If 

appropriate, please record the rank or grade, e.g. Civil Service, Gardai, Defence Forces etc. 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
F10b Please describe as fully as possible the nature of the business activity of your employer. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
F11a Do/did you work in the public or private sector?  [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 Civil Service............................................................ 1  

 Local Authority Health Board or VEC ................... 2 
 Non-commercial semi-state body ........................... 3 
 Semi-state body....................................................... 4
 Private sector........................................................... 5 
F11b  Are/were you self employed (including farmer) or are you an employee? 
 
  Self employed..................... 1  Employee ................ 2 
 
  F11c  How many people do you employ, including yourself? _____________ 
 
 
 



F11d Are/were you a member of any trade union at this time?                    Yes.... 1 No........... 2
 
F11e Do/did you normally supervise any other workers in your job? 
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  Yes ..................... 1 No .............. 2 → Go to F12  
 
 F11f  Approximately how many do/did you supervise?   _________________ → Go to F12 
 
 
F12 How worried are/were you that you might become unemployed in the next year? 
 
 Very worried….. 1           Somewhat worried….. 2        A little worried….. 3          Not at all worried….. 4
 
F13 If you did become unemployed how long do you think it would take you to find a suitable job? __________________ 
 
F14 [Int: check marital status at question F3]  Is the respondent married or living with a partner? 
 
   Yes.......... 1 go to F15 No ................. 2 go to F19 
 
F15 In relation to employment could you describe your spouse’s /partner’s situation at present?  [Int. Please tick ( ) one 

box only] 
At work full-time (30 hrs or more) ..................................... 1→ Go to F18 Student...................................... 5→ Go to F16 

At work part-time (less than 30 hrs weekly)....................... 2→ Go to F18 Retired ...................................... 6→ Go to F16 

At work as relative assisting/unpaid family worker............ 3→ Go to F18 Engaged in home duties ........... 7→ Go to F16 

Unemployed and seeking work........................................... 4→ Go to F16 Long term sick and disabled..... 8→ Go to F16 

                                                                                                               Other, specify______________ 9→ Go to F16 
 
F16  [Int: For people whose spouse/partner are unemployed or coded 4-9 in question F15 above] Did your spouse ever 

work at any time in the past, even if not currently working now? 

   Yes 1     No 2 go to F19 
 
 F17 When did she/he give up this job? ____month  _____year  go to F18 
 
 
F18 What is/was your spouse’s occupation? Please describe as fully as possible. If farmer please 

acres farmed. If appropriate, please record the rank or grade, e.g. Civil Service, Gardai, De

 ___________________________________________________________________________
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________
F19 When you were 16 what kind of work did your father do- what was his occupation?  Plea

farmer please record number of acres farmed. If appropriate, please record the rank or 
Gardai, Defence Forces etc 

 __________________________________________________________________________
 
       ___________________________________________________________________________
 
F 20 What were some of your father’s main duties at work?  Please write in a description of h
 ___________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________
 
F21 With regard to your accommodation, could you tell me if it is…. Int. Please tick ( ) one box
 
 A house or a flat that you are buying on a mortgage ...........................…………………….......
 A house or a flat that you are purchasing under a local authority tenant purchase scheme……
 A house or a flat that you own outright ...............................................………………………...
 A house or a flat that you are renting from the local authority............………………………...
 A house or a flat that you are renting privately ...................................………………………...
 Other, please specify ...........................................................................………………………...
 __________________________________________________________ 
 

record the number of 
fence Forces etc 

_____________________ 

___________________ 
se describe fully. If 

grade, e.g. Civil Service, 

_________________ 

__________________ 

is duties. 
__________________ 

_________________ 

 only] 

1

2 

3 

4

5 

6



F22 Do you belong to any religious denomination?  
   
 Yes….. 1 Which one? __________________________________        No….. 2 go to F23         Don’t Know…. 3 go to F23 
  
 
F23 Did your family belong to any religion when you were 16 years of age?  Please describe as fully as possible.   
 [Int: If none, write NONE, DO NOT LEAVE BLANK] 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 IF RELIGION GIVEN AT EITHER F22 OR F23 ABOVE 
 
F24 How often nowadays do you attend religious services? [Int: Show Card F1 and tick ( ) one box only] 
 
 Several times a week.......................................... 1 Less Frequently.......................................................... ....... 7 
 Once a week....................................................... 2 Never.................................................................................. 8 
 2 or 3 times a month........................................... 3 Refused .............................................................................. 9
 Once a month ..................................................... 4 Don’t Know ....................................................................... 10
 Several times a year ........................................... 5 No Answer ......................................................................... 11
 Once a year ........................................................ 6  
 
F25  Using this card can you tell me if you personally believe that God exists or not?  People who believe that God 

definitely does not exist would give a score of ‘0’.  People who fully believe that God definitely does exist, would give a 
score of ‘10’. Other people would place themselves somewhere in between these two views. Where would you place 
yourself on this scale?  [Int. Show Card F2 and tick ( ) one box on each line]  

   God definitely               God definitely 
   DOES NOT exist               DOES EXIST

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
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F26 For about how much time, if any, have you ever lived outside the Republic of Ireland, not counting periods of less 

than three months?  [Int. Please tick ( ) one box on each line] 
 

 Never lived outside the Republic of Ireland for a period of three months or more……… 1
 Lived for more than three months but less than a year ................................………………. 2
 Lived for 1 to less than 2 years ....................................................................………………. 3 

 Lived for 2 to less than 3 years ....................................................................………………. 4
 Lived for 3 to less than 4 years ....................................................................………………. 5
 4 years or longer ..........................................................................................………………. 6 
 
F27 Many people think of themselves as being part of a particular nationality, for example as French or American or 

whatever.  Do you think of yourself as Irish or as belonging to some other nationality, or do you not think of yourself 
in this way? [Int. Show Card F3 and tick ( ) one box on each line] 

 I think of myself as: 

 Irish.............................................................. 1 go to F28 

 Another nationality ...................................... 2 Which one?__________________   go to F28 

 A combination of different nationalities ...... 3 Which ones?__________________ go to F28 

 I don’t think of myself in this way............... 4 go to F29 

F28 Overall how important is it to you that you are ‘Irish’ [if code 1 at F27] or other nationality (ies) [read out nationality 
if code 2 or 3 at F27]? 

 
 Very important….. 1              Fairly important…..   Not very important….. 3             Not important at all….. 4  2 
F29 Are you a citizen of Ireland? 

  

  
  Yes, citizen of Ireland………. 1   No…….. 2
 
   F30 Which country are you a citizen of?  ____________________(please specify) go to F31 
 
F31 Can you tell me whether or not (1) your mother and (2) your father was a citizen of Ireland when you were born? 
 [Int. Please tick  one box only] 
 
 (1) Mother            Yes………. 1                         No………. 2
 (2) Father             Yes………. 1                         No………. 2
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F32 Some people also think of themselves as belonging to a larger group that includes people from other countries, for 
s European, North American, African and so on.  How about you?  Do you think of yourself in this way? example, a

    
   Yes……. 1  Which group? ________________ go to F33  No……. 2 go to F34 
  
F33 Overall, how important is it to you that you are (read out the ‘larger group’ specified above)? 
 
 Very important….. 1 Fairly important….. 2 Not very important….. 3        Not important at all….. 4  
 
F34a I would like to ask about the approximate level of net household income?  This means the total income, after tax, PRSI 

and other statutory deductions, of all members of the household. It includes all types of income: income from 
employment, social welfare payments, child benefit, rents, interest, pensions etc.  We would just like to know into which 
of four broad groups the total income of your household falls. I'd like to assure you once again that all information you 
give me is entirely confidential [Int. Show Card F4 and tick (3) one box below] 

 
 Per week Per Month Per Year 

 A. Under £190 Under £825 Under £10,000 ........................ 1  ⇒Go to Q.A below, Show Card A 

 B. £191 - £360 £826 - £1570 £10,001 - £19,000      .............. 2  ⇒Go to Q.B below, Show Card B 

 C. £361 - £570 £1571 - £2475 £19,001 - £30,000       ............. 3  ⇒Go to Q.C below, Show Card C 

 D. £571 or more £2476 or more £30,001 or more        ............... 4  ⇒Go to Q.D below, Show Card D 

F34b [INT: Show Card A, B, C or D from the yellow cards as appropriate.  Tick ONE Box only below] 
(per week) Under £85 1 £86-£110 2 £111-£150 3 £151-£190 4
(per month) Under £370 1 £371-£475 2 £476-£650 3 £651-£825 4

A Would that be: 

(per year) Under £4500 1 £4501-£5700 2 £5701-£8000 3 £8001-£10000 4
(per week) £191-£220 1 £221-£270 2 £271-£320 3 £321-£360 4
(per month) £826-£950 1 £951-£1150 2 £1151-£1400 3 £1401-£1570 4

B Would that be: 

(per year) £10001-£11500 1 £11501-£14000 2 £14001-£16500 3 £16501-£19000 4
(per week) £361 -£400 1 £401-£450 2 £451-£500 3 £501-570 4
(per month) £1571-£1750 1 £1751-£2000 2 £2001-£2200 3 £2201-£2475 4

C Would that be: 

(per year) £19001-£21000 1 £21001-£24000 2 £24001-£26000 3 £26001-£30000 4
(per week) £571 -£650 1 £651-£750 2 £751-£950 3 £951 or more 4
(per month) £2476 -£2800 1 £2801-£3200 2 £3201-£4100 3 £4101 or more 4

D Would that be: 

(per year) £30001-£33500 1 £33501-£38500 2 £38501-£49000 3 £49000 or more 4

 
F35 Thinking now of your household's total income, from all sources and from all household members, would you say that 

your household is able to make ends meet?  
 
 With great difficulty….. 1          With some difficulty….. 2         Fairly Easily….. 3          Very Easily….. 4

 
F36 Do you, or does anyone else in your household, own or have regular use of a car or van? 
  
  Yes, One Car/Van…… 1 Yes, More than one Car/Van….. 2       No……. 3         
F37 In general, how good would you say your health is?  Would you say it is: 
 
                Very Good….. 1 Good….. 2           Fair….. 3                Bad….. 4        Very Bad….. 5
 
F38 Do you have any chronic, physical or mental health problem, illness or disability?  

Yes                         1                                  No…..... .. 2
F39 Could you tell me: 
1. Who is the leader of Fianna Fail? 
 
 Charlie McCreevy… 1 Brian Cowen… 2      Charlie Haughey… 3        Bertie Ahern… 4     Don’t know… 5
 
2. The Green Party recently elected a leader for the first time.  Could you tell me who that is? 
 

 Patricia McKenna… 1        John Gormley… 2     Trevor Sargent… 3      Roger Garland… 4     Don’t know… 5
 
3. Who is the leader of Fine Gael? 
 

 Jim Mitchell… 1         John Bruton… 2     Michael Noonan… 3      Alan Dukes… 4 Don’t know… 5
 



4. Who is the Ceann Comhairle in the Dail (Speaker of the Dail)? [Int. Tick ( ) one box only] 
 
       Sean Tracey… 1       Jim Mitchell… 2       Sean Doherty… 3     Seamus Pattisson… 4            Don’t know… 5
 
5. Who is Ireland’s European Commissioner? 
 

David Byrne… 1          Maire Geoghan Quinn… 2      Barry Desmond… 3       Padraig Flynn… 4 Don’t know… 5
 
F40 I would like you to think now about who lives in your household.  Could you please tell their (a) gender; (b) age last 

birthday; and finally (d) their relationship to each other.  [Int. Show Card E on yellow cards.] 
 
 

 
No 

(A) 
Name/Initial 

(B) 
Sex 

(C) 
Age last 
birthday 

(D)  Relationship of each member to each other member. 
READ ACROSS THE ROWS 

Relationships listed on yellow card 
 
 
 
 

No 

 
M

al
e 

Fe
m

al
e 

 
 
 

YEARS 

 
 
 

 
No 

 
 
 
 
1 

 
 
 
 
2 

 
 
 
 
3 

 
 
 
 
4 

 
 
 
 
5 

 
 
 
 
6 
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8 

 
 
 
 
9 

 
1 

Head of 
Household 

 
1

 
2

  
1 

         

2   1 2  2          

3   1 2  3          

4   1 2  4          

5   1 2  5          

6   1 2  6          

7  1 2  7          

8  1 2  8          

9  1 2  9          

 
 
 
F41 Int: Please record the person number of the respondent (1 to 9 from F40 above)  ________________ 
 
 
F42 Are you the head of your household? Yes 1 go to F44  No 2  

 B20

 
 F43 What is/was occupation of the head of the household? Please describe as fully as possible. If farmer please 

record the number of acres farmed. If appropriate, please record the rank or grade, e.g. Civil Service, Gardai, 
Defence Forces etc 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
F44 Size of location in which household is situated: 
 
 Open Country............................. 1 Waterford City............................................. 7
 Village (200-1,499).................... 2 Galway City................................................. 8
 Town (1,500-2,999)................... 3 Limerick City .............................................. 9
 Town (3,000-4,999)................... 4 Cork City ...................................................... 10
 Town (5,000-9,999)................... 5 Dublin City (incl. Dun Laoghaire)............... 11

Town (10,000 or more)............ 6 Dublin County (outside Dublin city) ........ 12
 
 
F45 Interviewer Record Time (24 hour clock)        
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