
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL SURVEY – IRELAND, SUMMER 2001 
 
 
Interviewer’s Name ____________________ Interviewer’s Number ____________________ 
 
Area Code   Respondent Code   Sup. Sample Yes    1    No    2

 
Date of Interview: Day _________________ Month_________________________________ 
 
Introduction (Ask for named respondent) 
 
 
Good morning/afternoon/evening. I am from the Economic and Social Research Institute in Dublin. We are 
carrying out a survey of people’s opinions on a variety of social issues. You were included in a national sample 
taken at random from the Electoral Register. This is an international study whose aim is to find out exactly what 
the public thinks on these issues, so that planning by the Government and other bodies can be made as effective 
as possible. It is only the help of many people like yourself in answering some questions that makes this work 
possible. The interview will take about forty minutes to complete. I can assure you that all answers will be 
treated in the strictest confidence by the Economic and Social Research Institute. We are interested in the 
number of people who think in various ways, not in any individual’s view as such. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

SECTION INEQUALITY 
 
 
 
A.1 To begin with we have some questions about opportunities for getting ahead.   
  
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE] 
   
   Essential Important Important Important at all Choose 

  Very   Fairly  Not very Not important Can’t 

 
 
A.1a First, how important is coming from a wealthy family? [IV4]. 1 ............. 2 .......... 3 .......... 4 ............... 5....... 8 
 
A.1b How important is knowing the right people? [IV5] .................. 1 ............. 2 .......... 3 .......... 4 ............... 5....... 8 
 
 
A.2 Do you agree or disagree….. 
  
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE] 
   S
   Agree Agree nor disagree Disagree Disagree Choose 

trongly  Neither agree  Strongly Can’t 

 
A.2a In Ireland people get rewarded for their effort [IV6] ................. 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............. 4........ 5 ............ 8 
 
A.2b In Ireland people get rewarded for their intelligence  
 and skills[IV7] ] ............................... ......................... ..................... 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............. 4........ 5 ............ 8 
 
A.2c To get all the way to the top in Ireland today you have 
 to be corrupt [IV8] ] ........................ ............................................... 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............. 4........ 5 ............ 8 
 
 
 
 



A.3 NEXT, some questions about inequality ...do you agree or disagree.. 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE] 
 
   trongly  Neither agree  Strongly Can’t S
   Agree Agree nor disagree Disagree Disagree Choose 
 
A.3a Inequality continues to exist because it benefits the rich  
 and powerful [IV9] ......................... ............................................... 1 ............. 2 .......... 3........... 4............. 5....... 8 
 
A.3b No one would study for years to become a lawyer or  
 doctor unless they expected to earn a lot more than  
 ordinary workers [IV10] ..................................................... ........... 1 ............. 2 .......... 3........... 4............. 5....... 8
 
A.3c Large differences in income are necessary for Ireland’s  
 prosperity [IV11............................... ............................................... 1 ............. 2 .......... 3........... 4............. 5....... 8 
 
A.3d Inequality continues to exist because ordinary people 
 don’t join together to get rid of it[IV12] ........................................ 1 ............. 2 .......... 3........... 4............. 5....... 8 
 
A.4 Would you say that you earn [IV13]…… [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 If you are not working now, please tell about your last job 
 
  Much less than I deserve.............................. 1
  Less than I deserve....................................... 2
  What I deserve ............................................. 3
  More than I deserve ..................................... 4

  Much more than I deserve............................ 5
  Never worked............................................... 6
  Can’t choose ................................................ 8 
 
We would like to know what you think people in these jobs actually earn, before taxes each year.  Many people are not 
exactly sure about this, but your guess will be close enough.  This may be difficult, but it is very important.  So please try.  
“Please write how much you think they usually earn each year before taxes”, 
 
      Please write in how much they  
      ACTUALLY earn each year 
      before taxes 
[PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE] 
 
        
A.5a First, about how much do you think a skilled worker 
 in a factory earns? [IV14] ........................................................................................................  __________________________ 

 
A.5b A doctor in general practice? [IV15]......................................................................................  _______________ 
 
A.5c The chairman of a large national corporation? [IV16] ........................................................   __________________________ 

 
A.5d A lawyer ? [IV17].....................................................................................................................   _________________________ 

 
A.5e A shop assistant? [IV18]..........................................................................................................   __________________________ 

 
A.5f The owner-manager of a large factory? [IV19] ....................................................................   __________________________ 

 
A.5g A judge in the Supreme Court? [IV20]..................................................................................   __________________________ 

 
A.5h An unskilled worker in a factory? [IV21]..............................................................................   __________________________ 

 
A.5i A cabinet minister in the Irish government? [IV22]........ .......................... .........................   __________________________ 

 
A.5j Your occupation – about how much do they actually earn? [IV23].......... .........................   __________________________ 

 
If not working now, please tell about your last occupation. 
 
If you have never worked, please check here.......................................................................................................... [  ] 
 
 



A.6 Next what do you think people in these jobs ought to be paid - -how much do you think they should earn each year 
before taxes, regardless of what they actually get….[PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE] 

      Please write in how much they 
 SHOULD earn each year before taxes 

 
A.6a First, about how much do you think a skilled worker in a factory should earn? [IV24]......  __________________________ 

 
A.6b A doctor in general practice? [IV25]......................................................................................    _______________ 
 
A.6c The chairman of a large national corporation? [IV26] ........................................................  ...  __________________________ 

 
A.6d A lawyer? [IV27]......................................................................................................................  .   _________________________ 

 
A.6e A shop assistant? [IV28]..........................................................................................................   __________________________ 

 
A.6f The owner-manager of a large factory? [IV29] ....................................................................    __________________________ 

 
A.6g A judge in the Supreme Court? [IV30]..................................................................................   _________________________ 

 
A.6h An unskilled worker in a factory? [IV31]......................... .......................... .........................   __________________________ 

 
A.6i A cabinet minister in the Irish government? [IV32]........ .......................... .........................   __________________________ 

 
A.6j Your occupation – about how much ought they earn? [IV33] ............................................   __________________________ 

If not working now, please tell about your last occupation. 
 
If you have never worked, please check here................................................................................................................[  ] 
 
A.7 Do you agree or disagree with the following two statements….. 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE] 
   Strongly  Neither agree  Strongly Can’t 
   Agree Agree nor disagree Disagree Disagree Choose 
 
A.7a Differences in income in Ireland are too large [IV34] ....... ........... 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5....... 8
 
A.7b It is the responsibility of the government to reduce  
 the differences in income between people with high  
 incomes and those with low incomes [IV35] ....................... ........... 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5....... 8
 
A.8 Do you think people with high incomes should pay a larger share of their income in taxes than those with low 

incomes, the same share, or a smaller share? [IV36] [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 

 
  Much larger share ........................................ 1
  Larger........................................................... 2
  The same share............................................. 3
  Smaller ......................................................... 4

  Much smaller share ...................................... 5
  Can’t choose ................................................ 8 
 
A.9 Turning to international differences, do you agree or disagree that 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE]   Strongly Neither agree  Strongly Can’t 
   Agree Agree nor disagree Disagree Disagree Choose 
 
A.9a Present economic differences between rich and poor .. .............. 1.... ...... 2 .......... 3............. 4 .......... 5....... 8
 countries are too large [IV37] 

 
A.9b People in wealthy countries should make an additional tax  
 contribution to help people in poor countries [IV38] ....... .............. 1.... ...... 2 .......... 3............. 4 .......... 5....... 8
 
A.10 Is it just or unjust – right or wrong- that people with higher incomes can……. 
 
A.10a Buy better health care than people with lower incomes? [IV39] [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 

  Very just, definitely right............................. 1
  Somewhat just, right .................................... 2
  Neither just nor unjust, mixed feelings ........ 3
  Somewhat unjust, wrong.............................. 4

  Very unjust, definitely wrong ...................... 5
  Can’t choose ................................................ 8 



A.10b Buy better education for their children than people with lower incomes? [IV40]  

 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
 Very just, definitely right ................................ 1 Somewhat unjust, wrong ................................ 4

 Somewhat just, right ....................................... 2 Very unjust, definitely wrong......................... 5
 Neither just nor unjust, mixed feelings ........... 3 Can’t choose................................................... 8
 
A.11 In all countries, there are differences or even conflict between different social groups.  In your opinion, in Ireland how 

much conflict is there between….. 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE] 
   Very strong Strong  Not very strong There are no Can’t 
    conflicts conflicts  conflicts  conflicts Choose 
 
A.11a Poor people and rich people? [IV41] ........................................... 1 ............. 2 ............... 3 ................... 4.......... 8 
A.11b The working class and the middle class? [IV42]......................... 1 ............. 2 ............... 3 ................... 4.......... 8 
A.11c Management and workers? [IV4] ............................................... 1 ............. 2 ............... 3 ................... 4.......... 8 
A.11d People at the top of society and people at the bottom? [IV44] .. 1 ............. 2 ............... 3 ................... 4.......... 8 
A.11e Young people and older people? [IV45] ...................................... 1 ............. 2 ............... 3 ................... 4.......... 8  
A.12 In our society there are groups of people which tend to be towards the top and groups which tend to be toward the 

bottom.  Below is a scale that runs from top to bottom.  Where would you put yourself on this scale…(a) currently ? 
[IV46]  and (b) ten years ago ? [IV47] [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN EACH SCALE] 

 
a) Currently b) Ten years ago 
 TOP 1 TOP 1

  2  2
  3   3
 4 4
  5  5 

  6   6 

  7  7 

  8   8 

  9   9 

 Bottom 10 Bottom  10 
 
A.13 Please think of your present job (or your last one if you don’t have one now).  If you compare this job with the job 

your father had when you were 16 would you say that the level of status of you job is (or was) [IV48]… 

 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
 Much higher than your father’s................................................................................................... 1
 Higher  ................................................................................................................................ 2
 About equal ................................................................................................................................ 3
 Lower ................................................................................................................................ 4

 Much lower than your father’s.................................................................................................... 5
 I never had a job.......................................................................................................................... 6 
 [I don’t know what my father did/father never had a job/ never knew father/father dead ......... 7
 
A.14 In deciding how much people ought to earn how important should each of these things be, in your opinion… 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE] 
    Very   Fairly  Not very Not important Can’t 
   Essential  Important Important Important at all Choose 
 
A.14a How much responsibility goes with the job [IV49]..................... 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
A.14b The number of years spent in education and training [IV50] .. 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
A.14c Whether the job requires supervising others [IV51] ................. 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
A.14d What is needed to support a family [IV52] ................................ 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
A.14e Whether the person has children to support [IV53] ................. 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
A.14f How well he or she does the job [IV54] ...................................... 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
A.14g How hard he or she works at the job [IV55] .............................. 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5.......... 8
 



A.15 Is your pay just?  We are not asking you what you do earn, nor what you would like to earn – but what you feel is just 
given your skills and effort.  Is your pay…[IV56]  

 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 

 If not working now, please tell about your last job 
 
 Much less than is just .............................. 1 Much more than is just ................ 5
 A little less than is just ............................ 2 Never had a job ........................... 6
 About just for me .................................... 3 Can’t choose................................ 8
 A little more than is just .......................... 4
 
A.17 These 5 diagrams show different types of society.  Please read the descriptions and look at the diagrams and decide 

which you think best describes Ireland today- which diagram comes closest? [IV57] [Int Show Card A] 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
 Type A ................................ 1 Type D............................... 4

 Type B................................. 2 Type E ............................... 5
 Type C................................. 3 Can’t choose ...................... 8
 
A.18 What do you think Ireland ought to be like – which would you prefer? [IV58] [Int Show Card A] 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
 Type A ................................ 1 Type D............................... 4

 Type B................................. 2 Type E ............................... 5
 Type C................................. 3 Can’t choose ...................... 8
 
Now we would like to know where you and other people fit into Irish society.  Please look at the diagram you think best 
describes Ireland today, the one you chose first…. 
 
A.19 Where would you say you and your family actually are - at the top, somewhere in the middle, or toward the bottom? 

[IV59] 

 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] [Int Show Card A] 
 
  Top............................................................... 1
  ..................................................................... 2
  ..................................................................... 3
  ..................................................................... 4

  ..................................................................... 5
  ..................................................................... 6
  Bottom ......................................................... 7 
  Can’t choose ................................................ 8 
 
A.20 Where would you say an unskilled worker in a factory fits into Irish society ? [IV60]  

 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 

 
  Top............................................................... 1
  ..................................................................... 2
  ..................................................................... 3
  ..................................................................... 4

  ..................................................................... 5
  ..................................................................... 6
  Bottom ......................................................... 7 
  Can’t choose ................................................ 8 
 
A.21 Where would you say the chairman of a large national corporation fits into Irish society in this design? [IV61] 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
  Top............................................................... 1
  ..................................................................... 2
  ..................................................................... 3
  ..................................................................... 4

  ..................................................................... 5
  ..................................................................... 6
  Bottom ......................................................... 7 
  Can’t choose ................................................ 8        



  
SECTION B WORK ORIENTATION   

B .1 Suppose you could change the way you spend your time, spending more time on some things and less time on others. 

Which of the things on the following list would you like to spend MORE time on, which would you like to spend LESS time 
n and which would you like to spend the SAME amount of time on as now? o 

 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE] 
   
   Time time as now time time  Doesn’t apply 

Much more A bit more Same time A bit less Much less  Can’t choose/ 

 
B.1a Time in a paid job? [wv4] ........................ 1 .................. 2 ................ 3...................... 4................ 5 .................. 8
 
B.1b Time doing household work? [wv5] ....... 1 .................. 2 ................ 3...................... 4................ 5 .................. 8
 
B.1c Time with your family? [wv6].................. 1 .................. 2 ................ 3...................... 4................ 5 .................. 8
 
B.1d Time with your friends? [wv7] ................ 1 .................. 2 ................ 3...................... 4................ 5 .................. 8
 
B.1e Time in leisure activities? [wv8] ............. 1 .................. 2 ................ 3...................... 4................ 5 .................. 8
 
B.2 Please tick one box for each statement below to show how much you agree or disagree with it, thinking of work in 

general. [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE] 
  Strongly  Neither agree  Strongly Can’t 
   Agree Agree nor disagree Disagree Disagree Choose 
 
B.2a A job is just a way of earning money [WV9]............................ 1.......... 2............. 3 .................. 4.......... 5....... 8 
B.2b I would enjoy having a paid job even if I did  
 not need the money [WV10] ...................................................... 1.......... 2............. 3 .................. 4 .......... 5....... 8 
B.2c Work is a person’s most important activity [WV11] ............... 1.......... 2............. 3 .................. 4.......... 5....... 8
 
B.3 Are you the person responsible for doing the general domestic duties – like cleaning, cooking, washing and so on – in 

your household? [WV12]       [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 

 
  Yes, I am mainly responsible ...................... .......................... 1
  Yes, I am equally responsible with someone else .................. 2
  No, someone else  is mainly responsible .... .......................... 3
 
B.4 From the following list, please tick one box from each item to show how important you personally think it is in a job. 
 
  Very  Neither important Not  Not important Can’t choose 
  Important Important nor unimportant  Important at all   /doesn’t apply 
How important is….?   
 
B.4a job security? [WV13]... ......................................... 1 ............. 2................ 3 ................... 4 ............... 5 ............... 8
 
B.4b high income? [WV14] . ......................................... 1 ............. 2................ 3 ................... 4 ............... 5 ............... 8
 
B.4c good opportunities for advancement? [WV15] .. 1 ............. 2................ 3 ................... 4 ............... 5 ............... 8
 
B.4d an interesting job? [WV16] .................................. 1 ............. 2................ 3 ................... 4 ............... 5 ............... 8
 
B.4e a job that allows someone to work  
 independently? [WV17] ....................................... 1 ............. 2................ 3 ................... 4 ............... 5 ............... 8
 
B.4f a job that allows someone to help other  
 people? [WV18] ......................................... 1 ............. 2................ 3 ................... 4 ............... 5 ............... 8
 
B.4g a job that is useful to society? [WV19] ............... 1 ............. 2................ 3 ................... 4 ............... 5 ............... 8
 
B.4h a job that allows someone to decide their  
 times or days of work? [WV20] ........................... 1 ............. 2................ 3 ................... 4 ............... 5 ............... 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
B.5 In deciding on pay for two people doing the same kind of work how important should be… 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE] 
   
   Essential Important Important Important at all Choose 

  Very   Fairly  Not very Not important Can’t

 
B.5a …how well the person does the job? [WV21]...... ........................... 1 ............. 2 .......... 3........... 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
B.5b …the person’s family responsibilities? [WV22] ............................. 1 ............. 2 .......... 3........... 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
B.5c …the person’s education and formal  
 qualifications? [WV23] ................................................................. 1 ............. 2 .......... 3........... 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
B.5d …how long the person has been with the firm? [WV24] .............. 1 ............. 2 .......... 3........... 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
 [Note: In item ‘c’, formal qualifications means any certificate received.] 
 
B.6 New kinds of technology are being introduced more and more in Ireland: computers, robots and so on.  Over the next  
 few years do you think these new technologies will[WV25]   
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 

 
  …greatly increase the number of jobs ................. 1
  …slightly increase the number of jobs ................ 2
  …make no difference to the number of jobs........ 3
  …slightly reduce the number of jobs................... 4

  …greatly reduce the number of jobs.................... 5
  …Can’t choose .................................................... 8
 
B.7 Do you think the introduction of new technologies in Ireland over the next few years will make work [WV26] 

 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
  …much more interesting...................................... 1
  …a little more interesting .................................... 2
  …neither more nor less interesting ...................... 3
  …a little less interesting....................................... 4

  …much less interesting........................................ 5
  …Can’t choose .................................................... 8 
 
B.8 Suppose you were working and could choose between different kinds of jobs.  Which of the following would you 

personally choose? 
 
B.8a I would choose…[WV27]  
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
  …being an employee ........................................... 1
  …being self-employed......................................... 2
  …Can’t choose .................................................... 8 
B.8b I would choose…[WV28]  
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
  …working in a small firm.................................... 1
  …working in a large firm .................................... 2
  …Can’t choose .................................................... 8
 
B.8c I would choose…[WV29]  
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
  …working in a private business........................... 1
  …working for the government or civil service.... 2
  …Can’t choose .................................................... 8
 
B.9 Suppose you could decide on your work situation at present.  Which of the following would you prefer? [WV30] 

 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
  A full-time job [30 hours or more a week].......... 1
  A part-time job [less than 30 hrs per week] ....... 2
  A job with less than [10] hours a week .............. 3
  No paid job at all.................................................. 4
 



B.10 If you were looking actively, how easy or difficult do you think it would be for you to find an acceptable job? [WV31] 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
  Very easy ............................................................. 1
  Fairly easy............................................................ 2
  Neither easy nor difficult ..................................... 3
  Fairly difficult ...................................................... 4

  Very difficult........................................................ 5
  Can’t choose ........................................................ 8
 
B.11 Are you currently working for pay? [WV32] [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
  Yes ......................................... 1 Please answer B.12 
  No .......................................... 2 Please answer B.47 
 
B.12  Which of the following best describes your present (main) job situation? (Show Card B) [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
   Self-employed with employees......... 1      Permanent job (i.e. employer has set no specific time limit  
           for how long you will be working on this job)............................. 3    Go to B. 16
   Self-employed with no employees.... 2         Probationary period for possible permanent job ….. .................... 44
         
   Community employment scheme................................................ 5
      Fixed term contract..................................................................... 6
       Series of short-term contracts..................................................... 7
       Seasonal work ............................................................................ 8

      Agency temping ......................................................................... 9
      Only called to work as needed (Zero hours contract/on-call) .... 10
      Other, please specify _________________________ ............... 12 
 
B.13a When did you become self-employed?  ________Month      _______Year 
 
B.13b Why did you decide to become self-employed? _____________________________________________
 
      _________________________________________________________________________________________
 
B.13c Based on how you’ve been doing, and your overall plans, how long would you expect to remain  
          self-employed? 
                ______Months  ______Year(s) Indefinitely  97   Now Go to B.17       Don’t know 
 
B.13d     Do you think it will be more than one year?    Yes  1       No   2        Don’t Know 3     Go
 
 
Questions B.14a-B.15 only for those NOT in permanent or probationary employment. 
 
B.14a Providing the economy does not change and your job performance is adequate, can you continue to 
           current employer as long as you wish? 
 
  Yes 1 No 2 Don’t Know 
 
B.14b For how long do you expect your job to continue? _____________  if less than 12 months Go to B14
 
B.14c What is the main reason you expect to stay at your current job for less than one year?  (Show Card 

 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 

 Job is temporary .................... 1  Go to B.14e Business conditions ..................................... 4 
Family responsibilities........... 2 Still in full-time education ........................... 5

 Health reasons........................ 3 Other (specify)_____________________ 6 
B.14d If it were not for this reason, could you keep working at your current job for more than one year?  
 
  Yes 1 No 2   
B.14e Are you currently on a contract? 
 
  Yes 1 No 2  → Go to B.15 
 
B.14f How likely is it that your contract will be renewed? [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
Definitely ......................... 1 Almost certain............. 2 Likely ..................... 3 About evens…
Unlikely ........................... 5 No chance ................... 6 Don’t know.............. 8
 
B.14g What is the total length of your current contract? __________Month(s) _________Year (s) 
 
B.14h When does your contract run out? __________Month _________Year 
44444 B. 16Go to B. 16
 

_____    

_____ 

 

 98 

 to B.17 

work for your 

3 

c, otherwise B14e 

C) 

…..... 4

Go to 
B.14a }



B.15 [If answered code 5-12 in B.12] Did you take a non-permanent job for any of the following reasons? (Show Card D)  
 

I did not want a permanent job  1→(Why not?) ____________________________________________________________ 
 

I could not find a permanent job  2 → (How long did you look?) _________________________________________________ 
 

Other reason, please state  3 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
B.16 When did you begin working with your current employer?      _______ Month     ______ Year  
 
B.17 Which of the following best describes how you are paid? (Show Card E)  [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
 Hourly................... 1 Bi-weekly salary ..................…. 4
 Piece work ............ 2 Monthly salary ....................…... 5
 Weekly salary ....... 3 Other (specify) ____________ 6 
B.18 How often does your job involve any of the following?   Show Card F 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE] 
 

  Always/Almost always Sometimes Rarely Never 
 1. Hours between 8am and 6pm 1 2 3 4
 2. Shift work 1 2 3 4

3. Night work 1 2 3 4 
4. Flexitime 1 2 3 4

 5. Clocking on or signing in 1 2 3 4
6. Job share/ work share 1 2 3 2 
7. Teleworking 1 2 3 4

 8. Weekend working 1 2 3 4
 9. Working Monday to Friday  1 2 3 4

 
B.19a And is your current position full-time or part time (full time is 30 hrs or more, part time is less than 30 hrs)? 
 

Full-time ................... 1  Go to B.20a Part-time..................... 2 
B.19b If a full-time job were available would you take it?  
 

Yes..................... 1 No.................... 2  
      Why?______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
        ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
B.20a And is this your only job?         
 
 Yes 1  Go to B.21 No 2
 
B.20b Is it your main job, in terms of income?                
 
 Yes 1 No 2
 
B.20c How many other jobs do you have?         
 

_______Number of jobs  
 
B.20d How many hours a week do you spend in this /these other job(s)?   
 

________ total number of hours per week 
 
B.20e Why do you work at more than one job? ______________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
B.21 How many weeks of the year do you usually work, including paid leave if relevant?    

 
__________Number of weeks 

 
 



B.22   I would now like to ask you about any subsidised services or benefits which you receive from your employer (or 
company if self-employed). 
(a) Could you tell me does your employer offer each of these to any employees in the company? 
(b) Do you personally benefit or receive the items in question? 
(c) In addition to any cover you would receive through your employment, have you made private arrangements for 

each of the items in question? 
(d) Does your spouse/partner receive these benefits from his/her employer? 
 

  
(SHOW CARD G) 

A 
Employer 
provides 

B 
Respondent/ 

Benefits 

C 
Private 

coverage 

D 
Spouse receives 

benefits from employer 
 

 Yes    No   DK Yes    No Yes    No Yes   No   DK 
1. Occupational pension scheme 1      2      3 1      2 1      2 1      2      3 
2. Sick pay 1      2      3 1      2 1      2 1      2      3 
3. Health Care or Medical Insurance (e.g. VHI, BUPA) 1      2      3 1      2 1      2 1      2      3 
4. Dental Care or Dental Insurance 1      2      3 1      2 1      2 1      2      3 
5. Maternity leave  1      2      3 1      2 1      2 1      2      3 
6. Child care assistance 1      2      3 1      2 1      2 1      2      3 
No spouse/partner                                                                                                                                               1
 
B.23 How many employees are there in the business or organisation you work in?  

[PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
  
 None ............. 1 1-4 ............. 2 5-19................. 3 20-25.................. 4 
  26-49 ............ 5 50-99 ......... 6 100-499........... 7 500 or more........ 8 
 
B.24      Now I’d like you to tell me about your situation in your job. How much of the time ... (Show Card H) 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE] 
 

 Never Once in a 
while 

Much of 
the time 

Almost 
always 

1. do you make decisions on your own?  1 2 3 4
2. do you control the speed at which you work?  1 2 3 4
3. do you have a lot of freedom to decide how your work is done? 1 2 3 4
4. do you have more work than you can handle?  1 2 3 4
5. do you have a lot of noise or a lot of dirt on the job?  1 2 3 4
6. are you in danger of injury or illness because of the job?  1 2 3 4
7. do you do the same thing over and over again?  1 2 3 4
8. do you develop new skills?   1 2 3 4
9. do you work to tight deadlines?  1 2 3 4
10. are the people you work with friendly and helpful?  1 2 3 4
11. are you subject to any routine monitoring of your job performance? 1 2 3 4
12. do you have the equipment or resources necessary to do your job? 1 2 3 4

 
B.25 Now thinking of your present job: how long did it take you after you first started doing this type of work to learn to do  

it well? (If answers “still learning” tick box 9 and then ask “how long do you think it will take” and tick option given) 
 
Less than 1 week ........................ 1 Between 3 months and 6 months .............. 4 More than 2 years....... 7
Less than 1 month....................... 2 Between 6 months and 1 year.................... 5 Still learning............... 9
Between 1 month and 3 months . 3 Between 1 and 2 years............................... 6  

If self employed Go to B.31 
 
B.26 How much training, either on the job or through a course, do people in your position receive from your current  

employer?  I am talking here about training which you would have received when you started the job, since then and on 
an ongoing basis.  
[PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 

 
 A great deal 1 A lot 2 Quite a bit 3 Not very much 4 None at all 5
 
B.27 In your view, how important is training in developing your future career or job prospects - either with your current 

employer or with another employer in the same field? 
[PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 

 
  Very important  Important Fairly Important  Not very important Not at all important 

 1 2 3 4 5  



B.28 How willing would you say your current employer is to bear at least some of the cost for this training- either in terms 
of direct financial support or releasing you from work to carry out the training? 
 
[PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 

 
 Very willing  Willing  Fairly willing  Not very willing  Not at all willing 

 1 2 3 4 5  
 
B.29     Since you started working with your current employer have you been promoted?       Yes  1     No 2
 
B.30 To what extent do you trust management to take your interests into account when making business decisions? 
 
   A great deal 1 Quite a bit      2            Somewhat   3   Very little    4        Not at all    5 
 
B.31 Now I’d like you to tell me about the relationship between your job and home life. Using this scale (Show Card I), tell 

me the number of the category that describes your answer to the following questions. 
  
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE] 
 

 Very  
Often 

Fairly 
often 

Once in 
a while 

Never 

1. How often do things going on at home make you tense and irritable on the job?. 1 2 3 4
2. How often do things going on at work make you tense and irritable at home? …. 1 2 3 4
3. How often do the demands of your family interfere with your work on the job?... 1 2 3 4
4. How often do the demands of your job interfere with your family life? ………… 1 2 3 4
5. When you are at work, how often do you think about things going on at home? .. 1 2 3 4
6. When you are at home, how often do you think about things going on at work? .. 1 2 3 4

 
 
B.32 Which of the following statements best describes your feelings about your job? [WV33] 
 
 
 

[PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 

  In my job… …I only work as hard as I have to ...................... ............ ............. .......... .. 1
   …I work hard, but not so that it interferes with the rest of my life.............. 2 
   …I make a point of doing the best work I can, even if it sometimes it  
   does interfere with the rest of my life ............ ............ ........................... 3 
   Can’t choose........................................................ .......................... ............. 8
 
B.33 Think of the number of hours you work, and the money you earn in your main job, including any regular overtime.   
 If you only had one of three choices, which of the following would you prefer? [WV34] 
      [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
  Work longer hours and earn more money ............................... 1
  Work the same number of hours and earn the same money .. 2
  Work fewer hours and earn less money ................................... 3
  Can’t choose ................................................................. ............. 8
 
B.34 For each of these statements about your main job, please tick one box to show how much you agree or disagree that it 

applies to your job. 
   Strongly  Neither agree  Strongly Can’t 
   Agree Agree nor disagree Disagree Disagree Choose 
 
B.34a My job is secure [WV35] ............................................................... 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............... 4....... 5.......... 8
 
B.34b My income is high [WV36] ............................................................ 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............... 4....... 5.......... 8
 
B.34c My opportunities for advancement are high [WV37] ................ 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............... 4....... 5.......... 8
 
B.34d My job is interesting [WV38] ........................................................ 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............... 4....... 5.......... 8
 
B.34e I can work independently. [WV39] .............................................. 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............... 4....... 5.......... 8
 
B.34f In my job I can help other people [WV40] .................................. 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............... 4....... 5.......... 8
 
B.34g My job is useful to society [WV41] ............................................... 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 ............... 4....... 5.......... 8
 



B.35 Now some more questions about your working conditions. Please tick one box for each item below to show how often 
it applies to your work 

       Hardly  Can’t 
   Always Often Sometimes ever Never choose 
How often…. 
 
B.35a …do you come home from work exhausted? [WV42]................. 1 ......... 2................. 3............. 4 .......... 5....... 8
 
B.35b …do you have to do hard physical work? [WV43]...................... 1 .......... 2 ................ 3............. 4.......... 5....... 8
 
B.35c …do you find your work stressful? [WV44] ................................ 1 ......... 2................. 3............. 4 .......... 5....... 8
 
B.35d …do you work in dangerous conditions? [WV45] ...................... 1 ......... 2................. 3............. 4 .......... 5....... 8
 
B.36 Which of the following statements best describes how your working hours are decided? [WV46] 

(By working hours we mean here the times you start and finish work, and not the total hours you work per week or 
month.) 
[PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 

 
 Start and finishing times are decided by my employer 
 and I cannot change them on my own..................... .......................... 1
 I can decide the time I start and finish work, within certain limits.... 2
 I am entirely free to decide when I start and finish work ................... 3

 
B.37 Which of the following statements best describes where you work? [WV47]  

 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
   
  I usually work in one place away from home (e.g. office or factory)................................................. 1
  I usually work at home ....................................................................................................................... 2
  I usually work part of the week at home and part of the week at one place away from home ........... 3
  I usually work in a variety of places ................................................................................................... 4
 
B.38 Which of the following describes your present job situation? [WV48]  

 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
   
  It is a job with no written contract ............................ 1
  It is a fixed-term job lasting less than 12 months ..... 2
  It is a fixed term job lasting for one year or more..... 3
  It is a job with no set time limit ................................ 4
  Can’t choose ............................................................. 8
 
B.39 How much of your past work experience and/or job skills can you make use of in your present job? [WV49] 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
  Almost none.............................................................. 1
  A little ....................................................................... 2
  A lot .......................................................................... 3
  Almost all.................................................................. 4
  Can’t choose ............................................................. 8
 
B.40 Now think about the skills that you actually use in your job.  How important would you say each of the following was 

in developing these skills?  [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE] 
 
  Very  Neither important Not  Not important Can’t  
  Important Important nor unimportant Important at all  choose 
 
B.40 School, college or university [WV50].............................. 1 .......... 2 ............... 3................ 4 ............. 5 ............ 8
 
B.40 Training or experience gained in my  
 present or previous job [WV51]...................................... 1 .......... 2 ................ 3 ............... 4 ............. 5 ............ 8 
[Note: Category ‘a’ refers to any schooling] 
 
B.41 In general how would you describe relations at your workplace…[PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE] 
   Very Quite Neither good Quite Can’t  
  good good nor bad bad choose 
 
B.41a …between management and employees? [WV52] .......................... 1 ...... 2.............. 3 ............... 4.......... 8
 
B.41b …between workmates/colleagues? [WV53]..................................... 1 ...... 2.............. 3 ............... 4.......... 8



B.42 How satisfied are you in your (main) job? [WV54]  

 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
 Completely satisfied.............................................. 1 Fairly dissatisfied ................................. 5
 Very satisfied ........................................................ 2 Very dissatisfied................................... 6
 Fairly satisfied....................................................... 3 Completely dissatisfied ........................ 7
 Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied ........................... 4 Can’t choose ........................................ 8
 
B.43 To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE] 
 
   Strongly  Neither agree  Strongly Can’t 
   Agree Agree nor disagree Disagree Disagree Choose 
 
B.43a I am willing to work harder than I have to in order 
 to help the firm or organisation I work for succeed [WV55] ........ 1 .......... 2 .......... 3............. 4 .......... 5....... 8
 
B.43b I am proud to be working for my firm or organisation. [WV56] .. 1 .......... 2 .......... 3............. 4 .......... 5....... 8
 
B.43c Given the chance, I would change my present type of work 
 for something different [WV57] ....................................................... 1 .......... 2 .......... 3............. 4 .......... 5....... 8
 
B.43d I would turn down another job that offered quite a bit more  
 pay in order to stay with this organisation [WV58] ....................... 1 .......... 2 .......... 3............. 4 .......... 5....... 8
 
B.43e I am proud of the type of work I do [WV59] .................................. 1 .......... 2 .......... 3............. 4 .......... 5....... 8
 
B.44 About how many days have you been absent from work in the last 6 months (not counting vacation) [WV60] 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
 More than 20 days.......................... 1 1 to 5 days ...................................... 4

 11 to 20 days .................................. 2 None............................................... 5
 6 to 10 days .................................... 3 Can’t choose .................................. 8
 
B.45 All in all, how likely is it that you will try to find a job with another firm or organisation within the next 12 months? 

[WV61] [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
  Very likely................................ 1
  Likely ....................................... 2
  Unlikely.................................... 3
  Very unlikely............................ 4
  Can’t choose............................. 8
 
B.46 To what extent, if at all, do you worry about the possibility of loosing your job? [WV62] 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
  I worry a great deal................... 1
  I worry to some extent.............. 2
  I worry a little ........................... 3
  I don’t worry at all.................... 4
 
PLEASE NOW GO TO QUESTION B.55a 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 [Note: This is where respondents with work filter past the questions for those currently without work for pay. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PLEASE ANSWER QUESTIONS B.47 – B.54 IF YOU ARE NOT CURRENTLY WORKING FOR PAY 
 
 
B.47 Have you ever had a paid job for one year or more? [WV63]  

 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
  Yes .......................... 1 Please answer B.55 
  No ............................ 2 Please answer B.57 
 
B.48 When did your last paid job end? [WV64] 

 
  ________month _________ year 
 
 
 



B.49 What was the main reason that your job ended? [WV65]  

 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
  I reached retirement age.................................. 1
  I retired early, by choice ................................. 2
  I retired early, but not by choice ..................... 3
  I became (permanently) disabled .................... 4

  My place of work shut down .......................... 5
  I was dismissed ............................................... 6
  My term of employment/ contract ended ........ 7 
  Family responsibilities .................................... 8 
  I got married ................................................... 9 
 
B.50 Would you like to have a paid job, either now or in the future? [WV66]  

 
 

[PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 

   Yes  1 No 2 
B.51 How likely do you think it is that you would find another job? [WV67]  

 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
 Very likely...................................... 1 Very unlikely................................. 4
 Likely ............................................. 2 Can’t choose.................................. 8
 Unlikely.......................................... 3
 
B.52 Are you currently looking for a job? [WV68]  [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
  Yes  1 No 2
 
B.53 Thinking about the last 12 months, have you done any of the following in order to find a job? 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE] 
     Yes, once Yes, more 
    No or twice than twice 
 
B.53a Registered at a public employment agency? [WV69] ...................................................... 1........... 2............. 3
 
B.53b Registered at a private employment agency? [WV70] ..................................................... 1........... 2............. 3
 
B.53c Answered advertisements for jobs? [WV71] .................................................................... 1........... 2............. 3
 
B.53d Advertised for a job in newspapers or journals? [WV72] ............................................... 1........... 2............. 3
 
B.53e Applied directly to employers? [WV73] ............................................................................ 1........... 2............. 3
 
B.53f Asked relative or friends, or colleagues to help you find a job? [WV74] ....................... 1........... 2............. 3 
 
B.54 What is your main source of economic support? [WV75]]   
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
 

  Pension (private or state) ................................ 1
  Unemployment benefit.................................... 2
  Spouse/partner ................................................ 3
  Other family members .................................... 4

  Social assistance/welfare ................................ 5
  Occasional work ............................................. 6
  Other ............................................................... 7 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL RESPONDENTS ANSWER QUESTIONS B.55a TO B.60e 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
B.55a Which category would best describe your first regular job, after leaving full-time education?  [Show card for B.12]  

 
________________________ Never had a job 99

 
B.55b And when did you start your first job? _________ Month  _________ Year 
 
B.55c Was this full-time or part-time?    Full-time …….. 1 Part-time ……… 2 

  
 



B.55d What was your occupation? Please describe fully. If farmer please record number of acres farmed. 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
[Int: If currently at work go to B.57a] 
 
B.56a  Which category would best describe your most recent paid job? [Show card for B.12] ____________________________ 
 
B.56b  Was this full-time or part-time?    Full-time …….. 1 Part-time ……… 2 

 
B.56c   What was your occupation? Please describe fully. If farmer please record number of acres farmed. 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
B.57a Now I would like you to think about your employment situation at the end of June 1996.  Which of the following best 

describes your employment status at that time? [Show card for B.12] 

____________________ 
 
B.57b Was this full-time or part-time?    Full-time …….. 1 Part-time ……… 2 

 
 
B.58a Now I would like you to think back over the last 5 years to the end of June 1996. Could you tell me whether or not you 

have ever been unemployed (i.e., actively looking for work) during that time? 
 
 Yes 1 NO……… 2   Go to C.1 
 
 B.58b    How many times have you been unemployed during the last five years? ________________times 
 
 

 
B.58c Now I would like you to think about the first of these spells of unemployment since the end of June 1996.  When did 

this spell of unemployment begin?     
  
 _____Month ______ Year 

 
B.58d Did you subsequently find employment?      Yes …….. 1  No……… 2   Go to C.1 
 

B.58e When did you subsequently find employment?   ______Month _______ Year 
 
 B.58f Which of the following best describes the job you had at this time? [Show card for B.12] ______________ 

 
B.58g   Was this full-time or part-time?    Full-time …….. 1  Part-time ……… 2 

  
 B.58h   What was your occupation? Please describe fully. If farmer please record number of acres farmed. 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  
 
B.59a Now I would like you to think about your second spell of unemployment.  When did that begin? 

 
 _____Month ______ Year 

 
B.59b Did you subsequently find employment?       Yes …….. 1  No……… 2   Go to C.1 
  

B.59c When did you subsequently find employment?   ______Month _______ Year 
 
 B.59d Which of the following best describes the job you had at this time? [Show card for B.12] ______________ 

 
B.59e Was this full-time or part-time?    Full-time …….. 1  Part-time ……… 2 

 
 B.59f What was your occupation? Please describe fully. If farmer please record number of acres farmed. 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



B.60a Now I would like you to think about your third spell of unemployment.  When did that begin? 
 
_____Month ______ Year 

 
B.60b Do you subsequently find employment?      Yes …….. 1  No……… 2   Go to C.1 
 

B.60c When did you subsequently find employment?   ______Month _______ Year 
 
 B.60d Which of the following best describes the job you had at this time? [Show card for B.12] ______________ 

 
B.60e Was this full-time or part-time?    Full-time …….. 1  Part-time ……… 2 

 
 B.60f What was your occupation? Please describe fully. If farmer please record number of acres farmed. 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

SECTION C :RELIGION 
 
 
C.1 There are many different ways of picturing God. We’d like to know the kinds of images you are most likely to 

associate with God. 
 
 
 Below are sets of contrasting images. On a scale of 1-7 where would you place your images of God between the two 

contrasting images? 
 The first set of contrasting images shows Mother at 1 on the scale and Father at 7. If you imagine God as a Mother, you 

should place yourself at 1. If you imagine God as a Father, you should place yourself at 7. If you imagine God as being 
somewhere between Mother and Father, you would place yourself at 2,3,4,5 or 6. 

 
 
 Where would you place your image of God on the scale for each set of images? 
 
A. Mother Father 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
B. Master Spouse 
  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
C. Judge Lover 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
D. Friend King 
  1 2 3 4 5 6  7 
 
 
 
C.2 How do you rate how your local parish does each of the following below?  Would you say that the job your local 

parish does is excellent, very good, good, fair or poor?     
  
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE ] 
 
  Excellent Very good Good  Fair Poor 
Homilies............................................................................................ 1...................... 2 ............... 3 ................ 4 .......... 5
Respecting the rights of women........................................................ 1...................... 2 ............... 3 ................ 4 .......... 5
Sympathetic counselling ................................................................... 1...................... 2 ............... 3 ................ 4 .......... 5
Working with young people ............................................................. 1...................... 2 ............... 3 ................ 4 .......... 5
Liturgies and Services....................................................................... 1...................... 2 ............... 3 ................ 4 .......... 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



C.3 We would like to know what changes you think Ireland’s new prosperity has brought, by comparison with 10 years 
ago.  I shall read out some statements and for each please say whether you Strongly Agree, Agree, Neither agree nor 
disagree, Disagree, Strongly Disagree.  

 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE ] 
  Strongly Neither agree Strongly Don’t  
 
 

 Agree Agree nor disagree Disagree Disagree Know 

C.3a Everyone has a better standard of living now than 10 years ago 1............. 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
C.3b Everyone has prospered equally ................................................. 1 ............. 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
C.3c Parents have less time for family................................................ 1 ............. 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
C.3d The quality of life is better for all............................................... 1 ............. 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
C.3e There are more opportunities for leisure time activities ............. 1 ............. 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
C.3f The gap between rich and poor has widened.............................. 1 ............. 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
C.3g Foreign workers are welcome now............................................. 1 ............. 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
C.3h There is more community spirit now.......................................... 1 ............. 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
C.3i People are more selfish than they used to be.............................. 1 ............. 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
C.3j Young people have more career choices now ............................ 1 ............. 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
C.3k There is less time now for voluntary activities ........................... 1 ............. 2 .......... 3 ............. 4.......... 5.......... 8
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
SECTION D: BACKGROUND VARIABLES 

 
Now I would like to record some general information about yourself. This will be used only to clarify your answer in order 
to see if there are important differences between the opinions of men and women, young and old etc. 
 
D.1 What is your sex? Male.............. 1 Female .......... 2
 
D.2 What is your date of birth? Day ______ Month _______ Year ______  
 
D.3  What is your marital status? [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY ] 
  
 Married............................. 1 Separated ............................ 4 Other (please specify)............ 7 
 Living with partner .......... 2 Single.................................. 5    _________________
 Widowed.......................... 3 Divorced............................. 6 
 
D.4 How many years of full-time education did you receive? [Int: If respondent did not return to full-time education as an 

adult calculate as (age when left full-time education minus 5)]  
 _____________ years of full-time education No formal education.................... 8
 
D.5a What is the highest level of education that you attained? [Int: Tick one box in column A] 
 
D.5b What is the highest level of education that your father attained? [Int: Tick one box in column B] 
 
D.5c What is the highest level of education that your mother attained? [Int: Tick one box in column C] 
  
 A B C  
 Respondent  Father  Mother   
 None........................................................................... 1 .................. 1................ 1 
 Incomplete Primary.................................................... 2 .................. 2................ 2  
 Complete Primary ...................................................... 3 .................. 3................ 3  
 Some second level...................................................... 4 .................. 4................ 4 
 Group Cert or equivalent ........................................... 5 .................. 5................ 5 
 Junior/Intermediate Cert or equivalent....................... 6 .................. 6................ 6 
 Leaving Cert or equiv. ............................................... 7 .................. 7................ 7 
 Third level incomplete ............................................... 8 .................. 8................ 8 
 Certificate or diploma ................................................ 9 .................. 9................ 9 
 University primary degree or equivalent.................... 10 ................. 10............... 10 
 University higher degree or equivalent...................... 11 ................. 11............... 11 



D.6 About how many books were there around your family’s house when you were 16 years old? 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 None......................................... 1 Around 100 .......................................... 6 
 1 or 2 ........................................ 2 Around 200 .......................................... 7 
 Around 10 ................................ 3 Around 500 .......................................... 8 
 Around 20 ................................ 4 1,000 or more....................................... 9 
 Around 50 ................................ 5 
 
D.7 Which of the following best describes your present situation with regard to employment: 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 At work full-time (35+ hours weekly) ............... 1 Student ............................................................ 6 
 At work part-time (15-35) hours weekly ........... 2 Retired............................................................. 7 
 At work less than 15 hours weekly .................... 3 Engaged in home duties .................................. 8 
 At work as relative assisting .............................. 4 Permanently disabled ...................................... 9 
 Unemployed (incl. Seeking first job)................. 5 Other, not in labour force................................ 10  
If ‘At work’ (Codes 1-4 in D.7 above), answer D.8-D.14a in relation to your present job. If not now working but did work in 
the past, answer Questions D.8-D.14a in relation to your most recent job. If respondent never had a job go to Question D.15. 
 
 
D.8 How many hours do/did you normally work per week?  _____________ hours 
 
 
D.9a   What is/was your occupation? Please describe fully. If farmer please record number of acres farmed. 

 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
D.9b Please describe as fully as possible the nature of the business activity of your employer. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
D.10 Do/did you supervise, or are/were you responsible for the work of any other people? 
 
  Yes ............... 1 No ................ 2 
 
D.11 Do/did you work in the public or private sector? 
 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 Civil Service............................................................ 1 Private sector (employee or relative assisting) ........ 5 

Local Authority Health Board or VEC ................... 2 Self-employed (incl. Farmer) .................................. 6
 Non-commercial semi-state body ........................... 3 Other (please specify)______________________   7
 Semi-state body....................................................... 4
 
 
D.12  [If self employed (code 6 in D.11 above) ask Question D.12, otherwise go to Question D.13].  How many people do/did 

you employ, including yourself if self employed? 
 
 __________ people 
 
 
D.13 Are you a member of any trade union at this time?                    Yes 1 No 2
 
D.14a Do you normally supervise any other workers in your job? 
 
  Yes 1 → Go to D.14b No 2 → Go to D.15  
 
D.14b Approximately how many do you supervise?   ___________________ 
 
D.15  When you were 16 what kind of work did your father do- what was his occupation?  Please describe fully. If 

farmer please record number of acres farmed. 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
       _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
D .16 What were some of your father’s main duties?  Please write in a description of his duties. 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



D.17 In that job, did your father supervise anyone who was directly responsible to him? 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
 No, did not supervise anyone 1        Yes, supervised 10 or more .............................. 3
 Yes, supervised 1 to 9 people 2              Don’t know....................................................... 8
  
D.18 When you were 16 did your father work in the public or private sector? 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 Civil Service............................................................ 1 Private sector (employee or relative assisting) ........ 5 

Local Authority Health Board or VEC ................... 2 Self-employed (incl. Farmer) .................................. 6
 Non-commercial semi-state body ........................... 3 Other (please specify)______________________   7
 Semi-state body....................................................... 4
 
D.19 Which of the following best describes your spouse’s/partner’s present situation with regard to employment 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
 At work full-time (35+ hours weekly) ............... 1 Student ................................ 6   
 At work part-time (15-35) hours weekly ........... 2 Retired................................. 7 
 At work less than 15 hours weekly .................... 3 Engaged in home duties ...... 8 
 At work as relative assisting .............................. 4 Permanently disabled .......... 9 
 Unemployed (incl. Seeking first job)................. 5 Other, not in labour force.... 10 

   No spouse............................ 11  Go to D 17 
 
D.20 What is/was your spouse’s occupation? Please describe as fully as possible. 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
D.21  What is your current religious denomination? Please describe as fully as possible.  [Int: If none, please write NONE, 

do not leave blank] 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
D.22  How often do you currently attend religious services? 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 Once a week or more ......................................... 1 Less than once per year................................... 5 
 2-3 times per month ........................................... 2 Never............................................................... 6 
 Once per month.................................................. 3 Don’t Know .................................................... 7 
 Several times a year ........................................... 4 Not applicable ................................................. 8 
 
D.23  People have different ideas about social classes and who belongs to them. In your own case, if you had to classify 

yourself with one of these categories, which would it be? 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 Lower Class ........................................... 1 Middle Class....................... 4 Don’t Know/Can’t decide ..... 8 
 Working Class........................................ 2 Upper/Middle Class ........... 5 
 Upper working /Lower middle Class ..... 3 Upper Class ........................ 6 
 
D.24  Do you feel closer to one of the political parties than to the others? 
  Yes 1  → Go to D.21 No 2 → Go to D.23 
 
D.25 If yes: which party is that? 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 Fianna Fail ......................................................... 1 Green Party ..................................................... 6 
 Fine Gael............................................................ 2 Sinn Fein ......................................................... 7 
 Labour................................................................ 3 Democratic Left .............................................. 8 
 Workers Party .................................................... 4 Other, specify.................................................. 9 
 Progressive Democrats....................................... 5 __________________________________ 
 
D.26 Do you feel yourself to be very close to this party, fairly close to this party or merely a sympathiser? 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 Very close 1 Fairly close 2 Merely a sympathiser 3
 
D.27 People often use the term ‘right wing’ or ‘left wing’ in describing political opinions. This card [Show Card L] 

shows a scale from very left wing to very right wing. Where would you put yourself on this scale? 
 
 Left Right 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 



D.28 If there were a General Election tomorrow which party would you vote for? [Int: Tick one box only] 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 Fianna Fail ......................................................... 1 Progressive Democrats.................................... 5 
 Fine Gael............................................................ 2 Green Party ..................................................... 6 
 Labour................................................................ 3 Sinn Fein ......................................................... 7 
 Workers Party .................................................... 4 Democratic Left .............................................. 8 
  Other, specify.................................................. 9  
D.29a Does your household own this dwelling or are you a tenant or sub-tenant?  If you own, please say whether the 

purchase was through a local authority or with a private mortgage. 
 
 Owner (or purchasing) – not local authority...... 1 Accommodation provided rent free 3
 Owner (or purchasing) – local authority ............ 2  

     Tenant/subtenant .................................... 4
 
 D.29b Do you still have an outstanding loan or   D.29d Is this accommodation rented from 
  mortgage (s) on the accommodation including  
  any repayments under a tenant purchase scheme  a the local authority 1
  as well as loans for repairs, renovations or    b a private landlord 2
 extensions?    c your own employer or the employer 
      of another household member ................ 3
 Yes 1 No 2
      D.29e What is the total monthly rent, including 
 D.29c What are your monthly repayments on this  any charges you have to pay as part of your rent 
 (these) loan(s)/mortgage(s)?    such as heat, water, electricity, gas etc? 
   
  IR£___________per month  
         Total Monthly Rent  IR£___________per month 
 
D.30 Thinking now of your households income, from all sources and from all household members, would you say that 

your household is able to make ends meet?  
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
 With great difficulty With difficulty  With some difficulty Fairly easily Easily Very easily 
 1 2 3 4 5 6  
D.31 In general, would you say your health is (Show Card J)   

[PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
 Excellent      1 Very good   2 Good  3 Fair 4 Poor 5
 
D.32 The questions I am going to ask you now have to do with how you have been feeling lately. How often in the last two  

weeks have you had each of the following feelings or experiences? You should say “not at all” if you felt this way as a 
result of medicine prescribed by a doctor. (Show Card K)  

 
 Not at all  Occasionally Frequently Almost all the 

time 
1. I was bothered by things that usually don’t bother me  1 2 3 4
2. I felt depressed  1 2 3 4
3. I felt everything I did was an effort  1 2 3 4
4. I could not get going  1 2 3 4
5. I felt secure  1 2 3 4
6. I felt anxious  1 2 3 4
7. I had trouble concentrating  1 2 3 4
8. I had trouble falling asleep  1 2 3 4

 
D.33a  During the last 12 months have you or your household been unable to pay scheduled mortgage, rent, utility bills 
             or hire purchase instalments, by the due date for the payment? 
 
 Yes  1 No 2 →Go to D.30 
 
D.33b  To what extent are such bills or arrears a financial burden on your household? 
 
 A heavy burden 1  Somewhat of a burden 2 Not a problem 3
 
D.34 Would you say you live in: 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
 An urban area..................................................... 1
 A suburb of a large town, city............................ 2
 A rural area ........................................................ 3 



D.35 Here is a scale of incomes, and we would like to know in what group your household lies in terms of it’s gross 
income, counting all wages, salaries, pensions and other income that come in. [Show Card L, Circle in column (1) 
the letter of the group your household falls into, before taxes and other deductions] 

 
 And which group does your own gross income fall into, again before taxes and other deductions? [Circle in column 

(2) the letter of the group your personal income falls into] 
 
 £ Total Gross Income 
    (1) (2) 
 Per week Per year Household Category Personal Category 
 £0-£49 £0-2,599 A A 
 £50-£99 £2,600-£5,199 B B 
 £100-£149 £5,200-£7,799 C C 
 £150-£199 £7,800-£10,399 D D 
 £200-£299 £10,400-£15,599 E E 
 £300-£399 £15,600-£20,799 F F 
 £400-£499 £20,800-£25,999 G G 
 £500-£699 £26,000-£36,399 H H 
 £700+ £36,400 I I 
 
 
D.36 Finally I would like you to think now of the other members of your household, could you please give… 
 
 A their first names or initials,   D their marital status 
 B their sex     E their relationship to YOU 
 C their age at last birthday              F their employment status   
 

(A) 
Name/Initial 

(B) 
Sex 

(C) 
Age 

(D) 
Marital status 

(E) 
Relationship to respondent 

 

 1 Male 
2 Female 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M      F 
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      1     2      3      4      5   1     2      3      4      5      6      7       8      9    10  1   2   3    4   5     6   7  8    9  10 
 Respondent 1        2  1    2   3    4    5    1    2   3    4    5    6    7    8    9   10 1   2 3  4  5  6 7 8 9 10

  1        2  1    2   3    4    5    1    2   3    4    5    6    7    8    9   10 1   2 3  4  5  6 7 8 9 10

  1        2  1    2   3    4    5    1    2   3    4    5    6    7    8    9   10 1   2 3  4  5  6 7 8 9 10

  1        2  1    2   3    4    5    1    2   3    4    5    6    7    8    9   10 1   2 3  4  5  6 7 8 9 10

  1       2  1    2   3    4    5    1    2   3    4    5    6    7    8    9   10 1   2 3  4  5  6 7 8 9 10

  1        2  1    2   3    4    5    1    2   3    4    5    6    7    8    9   10 1   2 3  4  5  6 7 8 9 10

 1        2  1    2   3    4    5    1    2   3    4    5    6    7    8    9   10 1   2 3  4  5  6 7 8 9 10

 1        2  1    2   3    4    5    1    2   3    4    5    6    7    8    9   10 1   2 3  4  5  6 7 8 9 10

 1        2  1    2   3    4    5    1    2   3    4    5    6    7    8    9   10 1   2 3  4  5  6 7 8 9 10

 
D.37  As part of a follow-up study in several weeks or months time, we’ll be talking to some of the people who have taken part 
          in this survey. The sample will be selected at random, so you may not be chosen, but if you were, would it be alright  
          if we contacted you again, then? 
 
 Yes ....................... 1 No...................... 2 Maybe ………… 3         ______________ Phone number 
 
D.38 Size of location in which household is situated: 
 
 Open Country............................. 1 Waterford City............................................. 7
 Village (200-1,499).................... 2 Galway City................................................. 8
 Town (1,500-2,999)................... 3 Limerick City .............................................. 9
 Town (3,000-4,999)................... 4 Cork City ...................................................... 10
 Town (5,000-9,999)................... 5 Dublin City (incl. Dun Laoghaire)............... 11

Town (10,000 or more)............ 6 Dublin County (outside Dublin city) ........ 12
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