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COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Family, friends and school played an important role in the
development of identity and community relations for YLT
respondents. 47% felt that their family had been the most
important influence on their attitude towards others. One
respondent said:

People only learn to be prejudiced and bigoted through their
parents. People need to be better educated about each other's
differences and only then will they learn to tolerate one another's

views.’

* 79% of respondents who said they either belonged to the
Catholic or Protestant community had had contact with
pupils from other communities.

54% of those said this contact happened through school,
the majority through inter-school links.

64% had attended a cross-community scheme.

74% of those who participated in cross-community
schemes felt that the contact with other people had been
positive.

62% of respondents said they had at least one close friend
from another community background than themselves
and 16% said they had more than ten.

The graph below shows the extent to which people
socialise with people from other communities (in%)-
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BACKGROUND =
OF THE YLT SURVEY

All too often the opinions of young people are ignored when
decisions are made about many of the issues-involving them.

In June 2003 the Young Life and Times Survey (YLT) invited
around 2,000 16 year olds from all parts in Northern Ireland
to tell us about their experiences of school, and their views
on politics, sectarianism and other social issues. 902 young
people responded.

This leaflet provides a summary of key findings of the 2003
YLT survey.
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More detailed results on specific issues as well as research
updates are freely available on the YLT website at
www.ark.ac.uk/ylt.

Many participants commented on how they felt taking part in
the survey and what their feelings about community relations
are. They suggested a range of subjects that could be asked in
future surveys and which would be particularly relevant to
young people. Some of these questions will be included in
the 2004 YLT survey.

We invite you to comment on the results or ask any
questions that you may have. You can do this via the YLT
website or by post or phone.

ARK is ajoint resource between Queen’s University Belfast
~and the University of Ulster.

For further information contact:
Dirk Schubotz
ARK, Institute of Governance
Queen’s University Belfast
Belfast BT7 INN
Tel: 028 90 973 947
d.schubotz@qub.ac.uk

www.ark.ac.uk/ylt
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EXPERIENCES

Experiences of school varied betwee
but also according to what type of sc
attended.

" IDEL 'TTHW

As everywhere else, young people in Northern Ireland
have a number of overlapping identities, but religious and
national identity often receive the greatest interest.

74% of respondents reported overall positive school
experiences and said they did enjoy learning in school.

: Young women reported slightly more positive school
who celebrated experiences than young men. There were also differences
invited to take in relation to what school young people attended as the
table below shows.

* 60% of YLT respondents felt that their national identity
was important to them.
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