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Wow that’s a lot! You seem to
know all about it, but I’'m starting
/ to remember. Weren’t there
gquestions about Instagram and
other social media stuff? What
did they find out about that?

Woeuldn’t you knew that’s the first
thing you’d be interested inl! Well,
82% of P7s used social media, and
most popular were WhatsApp and
Snapchat and then Instagram.
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That’s what | said on the survey. |
bet not too many P7s use Twitter
/| or Facebook?

You’re right; only around 7% used
& | them. So, if you’re so clever can
you guess what kids said they
mostly used them for?

It is? Are you joking??

y Neo, | think it’s interesting because
® | the survey asked us where we
would go to get information
that we would trust. And guess
what - it wasn’t social media,
even though adults seem to think
children believe everything they
see on there! No, by far it was our
parents, followed by teachers, TV
radio and newspapers and friends.

1 wouldn’t trust some of the
things my friends say! But we deo
learn about being safe online and
websites in school so maybe that
helps.

Could be - 95% of P7s wheo did the
survey said they learned about
staying safe enline in school.
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1 would say staying in touch with
friends; am | right?

Yes, nearly 80% of kids said that,
and over half (55%) said they used
them for keeping in touch with
parents. Not many used them

for sharing news stories which is
interesting.

1 think the other
5% must have
been asleep!!




And do you remember they asked
us about politics and whether we
thought politicians were doing a
good job?

That’s right, | bet P7s didn’t know
too much about any of that - yawn!

Wrong!! 71% said they knew a lot
or a little about politics, and, while
42% didn’t know if our politicians
were doing a good job or not, only
17% thought they werel

Figure 2 And they even asked

us about Brexit, and
what we thought
Do you think our politicians are doing about leaving the

a good job? European Union
didn’t they? Or do

I just think that
because it’s always
on the TV??

Neo, you’re right.
Guess what - 40% of
P7s didn’t have an
opinion about leaving
the European Union or
not, but 47% thought
we should stay! You
are right though -

] some kids were a

bit fed up with
politicians going on
and on about Brexit.

Q Here are some of the
a things they said:

‘All they do is whine
about Brexit, Brexit
and more Brexit.’

‘They’re only
talking about
Brexit.’

———’

‘Because they are
fighting about
Brexit and its
boring and it’s

all they ever talk
about now and
they are neot really
doing anything
about it.’

\ ‘They are constantly

arguing about Brexit.’




Whether children think it is
a good idea or a bad idea to
leave the European Union
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You’re going to be impressed I’ve
just remembered something else!
¢Eres feliz en la escuela?

1 don’t know what you’re
on about!

At last, | know soemething you
don’t! The survey asked us if we
were happy in school and | have
just asked you that in Spanish
because | learn it in schoolll

When | answered the Brexit
gquestion | said | didn’t know if we
should stay or leave the European
Union, but at least the survey
asked for our opinions. Adults
should do that more often!!

1 agree, and funny you should
say that, nearly two thirds P7s
thought that the voting age
should be lower than 18 years
of age - wouldn’t that be a
great way for younger people’s
opinions to be heard?

We don’t learn languages in my school, but around half of P7s (46%)
said they did in their school. Just like you, most children said they
learned Spanish but some learned Chinese or Japanese - how cool is
that? Maybe that will be me in Year 8. I'm really looking forward to
learning a language - just like 83% of the P7s in the survey.

]

at school?

Which language(s) do you learn

AN

Language learned in school %
Spanish 42
Irish 34
French 29
German 3

‘ Other language

18




So what about my Spanish
gquestion, can you remember
what you said in the survey
about being happy in school?

1 said | was meostiy happy at
my school, just like 73% of
children in the survey. 20%

of kids couldn’t decide if they
were happy or not and 6% said
they had been mostiy unhappy.
It seemed that girls were a bit
happier than boys though the
survey didn’t ask why - maybe

the researchers can ask the
P7s that next year!
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Whether children were mostiy happy or unhappy at school
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Wow, this survey really does give
us lots of information doesn’t it?
Do you think many P7s had done
surveys before? | know | hadn’t.

You’ve forgotten that was on the
survey too! They called it taking
part in research and they told us
there were lots of different ways
you could do it - not just surveys
but interviews and even drawing
or taking photographs - se we ean

be researchers tool!l ‘




Hah, ereating trouble is more

like it! Just over half of kids had
taken part in research before

this survey and only 4% said they
hadn’t enjoyed it. 85% of the

P7s taking part in Kids’ Life and
Times thought it was important
that children had a chance to give

their opinions when the research
was about their lives although
13% said they didn’t know.
Figure 5 \ i
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I like the idea of
drawing as | am
very creativell

Whether important for research to ask
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1 probably said | didn’t know, but
after chatting with you I’'ve changed
my mind and now | think it’s really,
really important. In fact, we should
maybe email the researchers in the
! universities and tell them we want
to be researchers too?

That way wWe ecan make s:ir:g
that when adults are m:hat
decisions abeut things A
affect children’s lives t kg
wnow what ehildren think.




Kids’ Life and Times is an annual online survey of P7 children in Northern
Ireland carried out in school. In 2018, 5,300 children participated.

The Kids' Life and Times survey is a joint initiative between Queen’s University Belfast
and Ulster University and aims to provide an independent source of information on
what children think about the social issues of the day. Check the website for more
information on the survey findings (www.ark.ac.uk/klt) or call the Kids' Life and Times *
team on 028 9097 5962 with any queries.

The 2018 Kids' Life and Times survey was funded by the Department of Education;
the UNESCO Centre, Ulster University; lan Collen, Queen’s University Belfast.

In collaboration with Queen’s University Belfast and Ulster University

School of Social Sciences, School of Applied Social and
Education and Social Work Policy Sciences

Queen’s University Belfast Ulster University

Belfast Shore Road, Newtownabbey
BT7 1NN BT37 0QB

Tel: 028 9097 5970/028 9097 5962 Tel: 028 90366 6689

E-mail: info@ark.ac.uk E-mail: info@ark.ac.uk

Kids' Life and Times is part of ARK, a resource providing access to social and political
material on Northern Ireland. Established in 2000 within Ulster University and
Queen’s University Belfast, ARK has developed a range of resource materials that inform
social and political debate in the region and raise the profile of social science research
on Northern Ireland. ARK'’s mission is to make social science knowledge on Northern
Ireland easily accessible to the widest possible audience.

WwWww.ark.ae.uk

@ARK
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