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Introduction

• NI Child Poverty Research to date – point in 
time research

• Severe child poverty
• GB and Ireland research on duration of child 

poverty
• NIHPS – panel survey and dynamic analysis of 

child poverty



Depth of poverty – severity

• No poverty – households living on incomes 60% 
and over the median

• Non-severe poverty – 40% or more but less than 
60% of median

• Severe poverty – less than 40% of median

(median net equivalised household income)



Poverty rates by year



Number of years in poverty



Duration of poverty

• No Poverty

• Short-term, no severe, poverty

• Short-term and severe poverty (1+ years severe)

• Persistent, no severe, poverty

• Persistent and severe poverty (1+ years severe)

(short term 1 or 2 years, persistent = 3 or 4 years)



Poverty type – NI and GB



Poverty type over four years



Number of workers in household



Changes in number of workers



Household type



Household type/persistent and severe poverty



Transitions between household types



Person cared for in household



Person cared for in household & 
persistent and severe poverty 



Source of income



Transitions between sources of income



Highest parental educational qualification



Number of children in household



Transitions between numbers of children



Mental health and wellbeing

• NIHPS uses the GHQ12
• Scores run from 0 to 36 with higher mean 

scores indicating poorer mental health
• Previous research has shown link between 

poverty and mental health
• Previous research has shown that females have 

higher scores than males



Parents’ average GHQ12 score over four years



Conclusions

• Point in time measurement v dynamic analysis
• Exit from poverty – do current policies sustain an 

exit?
• Prevention from entering poverty – supports if 

employment loss, increasing family size, family 
breakdown

• Persistent poverty – to what extent do real 
opportunities exist for families? What barriers are 
there and where are opportunities lacking?

• Need to better understand persistence in Northern 
Ireland
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