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Web Pages

Guide and Access to CAIN Ephemera
http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/ephemera/

The Peter Moloney Collection
http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/moloney/



CAIN
Conflict Archive on the INternet

• CAIN project began 1996,  site launched 1997

• develop an web site on ‘the Troubles’ and politics

• initial target audience - UK Higher Education

• site includes information and source material 
on conflict, politics, and NI society

– world-wide audience: 
- over 130,000 visits each month
- over 50,000 unique sites each month

Background



Contributions

Most of the material at CAIN in the form of 
academic contributions:
Chapters in books
Reports
Articles



Examples



At the beginning of the CAIN project 
decision taken to include ephemera material

Ephemera



Examples



Structure

Background Infromation Key Events Key Issues

Main Sections of CAIN Web Service



Not Ephemera

Books
Academic Journal Articles
Formal art
Manuscripts

Defining Ephemera



Ephemera

Other print material
leaflets; pamphlets; booklets; periodicals; etc.

but also:
items with pictorial content and graphic design 

Defining Ephemera



‘Periodical’



Leaflet



Could be considered as ephemera
Press releases
Statements
Election material
Photographs

And even
Newspaper  articles
Television programmes

Other Ephemera



Example



Example



Locating Ephemera Material

What is available?
Total produced 

> subset that survives 
> subset that is readily available / known

> subset for which access can be obtained

Linen Hall Library has the largest physical collection
Other smaller private collections available



Selecting

Limited resources means that only a small percentage 
of the material can be scanned

Look for contributions or contributors
Provide a cross-section if possible

Monitor use of material
Additional contributions may follow launch
Increase topic areas in demand



Copyright

Most of the producers of ephemera were interested in 
publicity and implicitly did not assert copyrights

Many of the organisations are now defunct
Usually acceptable to use front covers
Can make formal application for copyright
Can add copyright appeal to web pages



Scanning

Very time-consuming
Pressure to reduce the size of files

small size equals quicker download time
However, must be able to read text



Storage / Retrieval

Images and text stored in structured folders
Items catalogued in database
Searchable form pages allow access



Integrating

In the case of ephemera items prepared by CAIN then 
information will be integrated into existing site:
- online CAIN bibliography
- items linked to relevant topics



Example



Example



Example



Example



Peter Moloney Collection

Peter Moloney’s Collection contains information on:
7,080 ephemera items
2,438 periodicals
1,646 books

Information held in a database searchable on-line
400 photographs currently available



Peter Moloney Collection

Example



Peter Moloney Collection

Example



Peter Moloney Collection

Example



End


