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RSEX 
1. Are you male or female?   
 

Male    1  
Female    2  

 

YEARSNI 
2. How many years have you lived in Northern 
Ireland?  

 
  Years     
 

 
PLACELIV 
3.  Would you describe the place where you live 
as…  
 

A big city     1 
The suburbs or outskirts of a big city  2 
A small city or town    3 
A country village    4 
Or, a farm or home in the country?  5 

Don’t know      6 

RACE1 
4. To which of these groups do you consider 
you belong? 

White    1 

Chinese   2 
Irish Traveller   3 
Indian    4 
Pakistani   5 
Bangladeshi   6 

Caribbean   7 
African    8 
Mixed ethnic   9 
Other    10 
(please say what) 
______________________________ 
 
Don’t know   11 

 
THISOCT 
5. What do you think you will be doing in 
October 2003?  

 
At school/college full time  1 
Working full time   2 
Working part time   3 
At school/college and  

working part time  4 
On a training scheme   5 

Unemployed    6 
Other     7 
(please say what) 

______________________________ 

OCT2YRS 
6. What do you think you will be doing in 
two years time, in October 2005?  

 
Going to college/university full time  1 
Working full time    2 
Working part time    3 
At college/university and  

working part time   4 
On a training scheme    5 

Unemployed     6 
Other      7 
(please say what) 
______________________________ 

 
ANYRELIG 
7. Do you regard yourself as belonging to any 
particular religion?       

 
Yes  1    Please go to the next question 
No  2    Please go to question 11 

RELIGION 
8. If yes which?  

 
Church of Ireland (Anglican)  1 
Catholic    2 
Presbyterian    3 
Methodist    4 
Baptist     5 

Free Presbyterian   6 
Brethren    7 
Other     8 
(please say what) 
______________________________ 
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IMPREL 
9. How important is your religion to you?  

 
Very important     1 
Important     2 
Neither important nor unimportant  3 
Unimportant     4 
Very unimportant    5 
Don’t know     6 

 

CHATTEND 
10. Apart from special occasions such as weddings, 

funerals, baptisms and so on, how often 
nowadays do you attend services or meetings 
connected with your religion?    

 
Once a week or more   1 
2 or 3 times a month   2 

Once a month    3 
Several times a year   4 
Less frequently    5 
Never     6 

Don’t know    7 

 
 

TYPESCHL 
11. What type of school do you (did you last) 
attend?  

 
Planned Integrated   1 
Grammar    2 
Secondary    3 
Irish language    4 
Special School    5 

Other     6 
(please say what) 
______________________________ 

 
 

RELSCHL 
12. Would you describe your school as …  

 
All or nearly all Protestant  1 
All or nearly all Catholic   2 
Mostly Protestant   3 
Mostly Catholic    4 
About half Protestant and  
half Catholic    5 
Don’t know    6 

 
 

 
Here are some statements about the 11+ test in Northern Ireland. How much do you agree or 
disagree with each of these statements about the selection system?   
 
Q11PLUS1 
13a.  The 11+ places too much pressure on 10 
and 11 year olds 
 

Strongly agree    1 
Agree     2 
Neither agree nor disagree  3 
Disagree    4 
Strongly disagree    5 

Don’t know     6 

 
 

Q11PLUS2 
13b. Selection has to happen at some time in a 
child’s education 
 

Strongly agree    1 
Agree     2 
Neither agree nor disagree  3 
Disagree    4 
Strongly disagree    5 

Don’t know     6 
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Here are some of the things that people have said about their experience of school.  Which of these apply 
to your own experience of school? 
  

EXPSCHL1  I was bored at school     Yes  1 No  2 

EXPSCHL2  Some teachers at school really inspired me  Yes  1 No  2 
EXPSCHL3  School is all ‘listening’ and very little ‘doing’  Yes  1 No  2 
EXPSCHL4  School taught me the skills and knowledge  

I will really need later in life     Yes  1 No  2 
EXPSCHL5  School didn’t teach me how to think for myself Yes  1 No  2 
EXPSCHL6  School opened my mind and made me want to learn  Yes  1 No  2 
EXPSCHL7  I did not enjoy learning at school   Yes  1 No  2 

 
 
 
NINATID 
15. Which of these best describes the way 
you think of yourself? 
    

British    1 
Irish    2 
Ulster    3 
Northern Irish   4 
Other     5 
(please say what) 
___________________ 

Don’t know   6 

 

NATIDIMP 
16.  Some people feel very strongly about 

their national identity, that is, whether 
they feel British or Irish or something else.  
Other people say that their national 
identity is not important to them.  How 
important is your national identity to you? 

 
Very important     1 
Quite important     2 
Neither important nor unimportant  3 
Not very important    4 
Not at all important     5 

Don’t know      6 
 
RELIDIMP 
17. Some people feel very strongly about their religious identity, that is, whether they are Catholic or 
Protestant or something else - even if they don’t go to church.  Other people say that their religious 
identity is not important to them.  How important is your religious identity to you? 
 

Very important      1    Please go to the next question 
Quite important      2    Please go to the next question 
Neither important nor unimportant   3    Please go to the next question 
Not very important     4    Please go to the next question 
Not at all important      5    Please go to the next question 

I don’t have a religious identity     6    Please go to question 31 

 
FEELCATH 
18.  How favourable or unfavourable do you feel 

about people from the Catholic community? 
 

Very favourable     1 
Favourable     2 
Neither favourable  
nor unfavourable    3 
Unfavourable     4 
Very unfavourable    5 

Don’t know     6 
 

 

FEELPROT 
19.  How favourable or unfavourable do you feel 

about people from the Protestant 
community? 

  
Very favourable     1 
Favourable     2 
Neither favourable  
nor unfavourable    3 
Unfavourable     4 
Very unfavourable    5 

Don’t know     6 
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PROTCATH 
20.  And do you see yourself as …  
   

Part of the Protestant community   1    Please go to the next question 
Part of the Catholic community    2    Please go to the next question 
Neither       3     Please go to question 31 

 
IMPACT 
21. Thinking about how you feel about the other 
religious community, what do you think has been 
the most important influence on your views? 
 

My church    1 
My family    2 
My school    3 
My friends    4 
Other      5 
(please say what) 
_______________________________ 

Don’t know    6     

 

SCONTACT 
22.  Thinking about your time at school, did you 
ever have contact with pupils from a different 
religious community to yourself? 
 
Yes   1    Please go to the next question 
No   2    Please go to question 24 
Don’t know  3    Please go to question 24 
 
 

 
 
23.  Was this …  

 
CONTACT1  At school     Yes  1 No  2 
CONTACT2  As part of inter-school projects  Yes  1 No  2 

CONTACT3  Travelling to school   Yes  1 No  2  

 CONTACT4  Other      Yes  1 No  2 
 (please say what) 

 ______________________________________ 
 
SOCDIFF 
24.  How often do you socialise or play sport with 
people from a different religious community to 
yourself?  
   

Very often   1 
Sometimes   2 
Rarely    3 
Never    4 
Don’t know   5 

 

FRNDREL 
25.  Thinking about your close friends, how many 
friends do you have from the other main religious 
community?   
  
 None at all  1 Please go to question 29 
 One   2 Please go to the next question 
 Two to five  3 Please go to the next question 
 Six to ten  4 Please go to the next question 

 More than ten  5 Please go to the next question 
 Don’t know  6 Please go to the next question 

 
VISITFRD 
26.  How often do you visit the homes of friends 
who are from the other main religious 
community? 
  

Very often   1 
Sometimes   2 
Rarely    3 
Never    4 
Don’t know   5 

 

VISITYOU 
27.  How often do these friends visit your home? 
  

Very often   1 
Sometimes   2 
Rarely    3 
Never    4 
Don’t know   5 
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FONETEXT 
28.  And how often do you phone or text friends 
who are from the other religious community? 
  

Very often   1 
Sometimes   2 
Rarely    3 
Never    4 
Don’t know   5 

CCPROJCT 
29.  Have you ever attended any cross-
community projects (that is, projects with young 
people from different religious communities)? 
 

Yes  1    Please go to the next question 
No  2    Please go to question 31 

 
 

 
PROJPOS 
30.  Thinking about the most recent cross- 
community project you took part in - how would 
you describe your contact with people from 
different religious communities?   

 
Very positive    1 
Positive     2 
Neither positive nor negative  3 
Negative    4 
Very negative    5 

Don’t know    6 
 

OMARRRLG 
31.  Do you think that most people in Northern 
Ireland would mind or not mind if one of their 
close relatives were to marry someone of a 
different religion? 

  
Most people would mind a lot  1 
Most people would mind a little  2 
Most people would not mind  3 
Don’t know    4 

 

 
SMARRRLG 
32. And you personally? Would you mind or not 

mind? 
 

I would mind a lot  1 
I would mind a little  2 
I would not mind  3 
Don’t know   4 

 

OMARRCH 
33.  Do you think that most people in Northern 
Ireland would mind or not mind if one of their 
close relatives were to marry a person of Chinese 
origin? 

  
Most people would mind a lot  1 
Most people would mind a little  2 
Most people would not mind  3 
Don’t know    4 

 
 
SMARRCH 
34.  And you personally? Would you mind or not 
mind? 
 

I would mind a lot  1 
I would mind a little  2 
I would not mind  3 
Don’t know   4 

 

REPMURAL 
35.  Has there been any time in the last year 
when you felt intimidated or threatened by 
republican murals, kerb painting or flags?  

 
Yes  1 
No  2 

 
LOYMURAL 
36.  Has there been any time in the last year 
when you felt intimidated or threatened by loyalist 
murals, kerb painting or flags?   
  

Yes  1 
No  2 

FSTRIP 
37.  Has there been any time in the last year 
when you felt intimidated or threatened because 
people were wearing certain football strips – for 
example, Rangers or Celtic?  
 

Yes  1 
No  2 
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The next few questions are about your views on the future of Community Relations between Protestants 
and Catholics in Northern Ireland. 
 
RLRELAGO 
38.  What about relations between Protestants 
and Catholics?  Would you say they are better 
than they were 5 years ago, worse, or about the 
same now as then? 
  

Better     1 
Worse     2 
About the same    3 
Other     4 
 (Please say what) 
_______________________________ 
 
________________________________ 

Don’t know     5 

 
 

RLRELFUT 
39.  And what about in 5 years time?   Do you 
think relations between Protestants and Catholics 
will be better than now, worse than now, or about 
the same as now? 

  
Better     1 
Worse     2 
About the same    3 
Other     4 
(Please say what) 
_______________________________ 
 
________________________________ 

Don’t know     5 

 
 

 
 
RELGALWY 
40.  Do you think that religion will always make a 
difference to the way people feel about each 
other in Northern Ireland? 
 
  

Yes     1 
No     2 
Other     3 
(Please say what) 
_______________________________ 
 
________________________________ 

Don’t know     4 

 

MXRLGNGH 
41.  If you had a choice, would you prefer to live 
in a neighbourhood with people of only your own 
religion, or in a mixed-religion neighbourhood? 

 
Own religion only   1 
Mixed religion neighbourhood  2 
Other     3 
(Please say what) 
_______________________________ 
 
________________________________ 
Don’t know     4 

 

 
 
MXRLGWRK 
42.  And if you were looking for a job, would you 
prefer a workplace with people of only your own 
religion, or a mixed religion workplace? 

 
Own religion only   1 
Mixed religion workplace  2 
Other     3 
(Please say what) 
_______________________________ 
 
________________________________ 

Don’t know     4 
 

OWNMXSCH 
43.  And if you were deciding where to send your 
children to school, would you prefer a school with 
children of only your own religion, or a mixed-
religion school? 

 
Own religion only   1 
Mixed religion school   2 
Other     3 
(Please say what) 
_______________________________ 
 
________________________________ 
Don’t know     4 

 
 

Community_Relations/RLRELAGO.html
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44. Is there anything else you would like to say about community relations in Northern Ireland?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOCAREA 
45.  The following set of questions relate to your 
local area (local area means within your local 
neighbourhood).  Would you define the area in 
which you live as …  
  
A street       1 
A collection of streets     2 
A housing estate or housing development  3 
A suburb      4 
A village       5 

A townland       6 

A town        7 

Something else      8 
(please say what) 
 
________________________________________________ 

Don’t know       9 

 
 

 
46.  How long have you lived in this area? 

YEARLIV  MONTHLIV 
Years     Months   

   
 
KNOWAREA 
47.  Would you say that you know…  
  
Most of the people in your area    1 
Many of the people in your area    2 
A few of the people in your area    3 
Or, that you do not know people in your area  4 

WALKAREA 
48.  Considering the area in which you now live, 
how long a walk (in minutes) do you think it would 
take you to move outside of your area? 
 

0 to 5 minutes    1 
6 to 10 minutes    2 
11 to 15 minutes   3 
16 to 20 minutes   4 
More than 20 minutes   5 
Don’t know     6 

 
 

Social_Capital/LOCAREA.html
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Social_Capital/WALKAREA.html


Young Life and Times Survey 2003 

 9

How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about your local area? 
 
LOCAREA1 
49a. This area is a close tight-knit community 
  

Strongly agree    1 
Agree     2 
Neither agree nor disagree  3 
Disagree    4 
Strongly disagree    5 

Don’t know     6 

 

LOCAREA2 
49b.  This area is a friendly place to live 
  

Strongly agree    1 
Agree     2 
Neither agree nor disagree  3 
Disagree    4 
Strongly disagree    5 

Don’t know     6 

 
 
 
LOCAREA3 
49c.  This area is a place where local people look 
after each other 
  

Strongly agree    1 
Agree     2 
Neither agree nor disagree  3 
Disagree    4 
Strongly disagree    5 

Don’t know     6 

 

LOCAREA4 
49d.  Most people who live in this area trust one 
another 
  

Strongly agree    1 
Agree     2 
Neither agree nor disagree  3 
Disagree    4 
Strongly disagree    5 

Don’t know     6 

 
 
 
LOCAREA5 
49e.  You often see strangers in the area 
  

Strongly agree    1 
Agree     2 
Neither agree nor disagree  3 
Disagree    4 
Strongly disagree    5 

Don’t know     6 

 

TRUSTLOC 
50.  Would you say that you trust …  
  

Most of the people in your area   1 

Many of the people in your area   2 
A few of the people in your area   3 
You do not trust people in your area  4 
Don’t know      5 

 

 
 
DAYSAFE 
51.  How safe do you feel walking alone in this 

area during the daytime? 
  

Very safe  1 
Fairly safe  2 
A bit unsafe  3 
Very unsafe  4 
Don’t know  5 

 

DARKSAFE 
52.  And how safe do you feel walking alone in 

this area after dark? 
  

Very safe  1 
Fairly safe  2 
A bit unsafe  3 
Very unsafe  4 
Don’t know  5 
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The next set of questions are about how often you see or speak to your relatives or friends.   
 
PHONEREL 
53.  Not counting the people you live with, how 
often do you speak to relatives on the phone? 
  

Every day    1 
5 or 6 days a week   2 
3 or 4 days a week   3 
Once or twice a week   4 

Once or twice a month   5 

Once every couple of months  6 

Once or twice a year   7 
Not at all in the last 12 months  8 

 

SEEREL 
54.  Not counting the people you live with, how 
often do you see relatives? 
  
 Every day    1 
 5 or 6 days a week   2 
 3 or 4 days a week   3 
 Once or twice a week   4 
 Once or twice a month   5 
 Once every couple of months  6 
 Once or twice a year   7 
 Not at all in the last 12 months  8 
 

 
SEEFRND 
55.  Not counting the people you live with, how 
often do you see friends? 
  
 Every day    1 
 5 or 6 days a week   2 
 3 or 4 days a week   3 
 Once or twice a week   4 
 Once or twice a month   5 
 Once every couple of months  6 
 Once or twice a year   7 
 Not at all in the last 12 months  8 
 

SEENEIGH 
56.  How often do you see your neighbours? 
 
 

Every day    1 
5 or 6 days a week   2 
3 or 4 days a week   3 
Once or twice a week   4 
Once or twice a month   5 
Once every couple of months  6 
Once or twice a year   7 
Not at all in the last 12 months  8 

 
 
RELNEAR 
57.  Apart from the people you may live with, how 
many relatives live within a 12-20 minutes walk 
or within a 5-10 minute drive? 
  

One or two   1 
Three or four   2 
Five or more   3 
None    4 

 Don’t know   5 

FRNDNEAR 
58.  Apart from the people you may live with, how 
many friends live within a 12-20 minutes walk or 
within a 5-10 minute drive? 
  

One or two   1 
Three or four   2 
Five or more   3 
None    4 

 Don’t know   5 
 
FAVNEIGH 
59. In the past 6 months, have you done a favour for a neighbour? 
 
Yes     1    

No     2    

Just moved into the area  3    Go to question 61 
 
 
FAVFORU 
60. In the past 6 months, have any of your neighbours done a favour for you? 
  
 Yes   1 

  No   2 

Social_Capital/PHONEREL.html
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61.  Are you involved in any of the following types of organisations?  
(Tick all types of organisations that you are involved with) 

   
ORG1  Social clubs   Yes  1 No  2 Please go to the next question 
ORG2  Sports/hobbies clubs  Yes  1 No  2 Please go to the next question 
ORG3  Associations   Yes  1 No  2 Please go to the next question 

ORG4  Religious groups  Yes  1 No  2 Please go to the next question 
ORG5  Other type of organisation  Yes  1 No  2 Please go to the next question 
(please say what) 
__________________________________ 

ORG6  None    Yes  1 No  2 Please go to question 63 
ORG7  Don’t know   Yes  1 No  2 Please go to question 63 

 
 
OFTENORG 
62.  And how often do you attend these 
organisations? 
  
Every day      1 
Several times a week     2 
About once a week     3 
Several times a month, but not every week  4 
About once a month      5 

About every other month    6 

At most three or four times a year   7 
Never       8 
Don’t know       9 

TRAVOUT 
63.  How often do you travel outside your area? 
 
 
Every day      1 
Several times a week     2 
About once a week     3 
Several times a month, but not every week  4 
About once a month      5 

About every other month    6 

At most three or four times a year   7 
Never       8 
Don’t know       9 
 

 
 

RELAREA 
64.  Would you describe your area as…  
   

Mainly Catholic    1 
Mainly Protestant   2 
Or mixed?    3 
Don’t know    4 
 
 

TRAVAREA 
65.  And how often do you travel to areas or through areas in which you feel less safe? 
  

Every day      1 
Several times a week     2 
About once a week     3 
Several times a month, but not every week  4 
About once a month      5 

About every other month    6 

At most three or four times a year   7 
Never       8 
Don’t know       9 
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66.  Which of these describes the areas in which you feel less safe? 
 
LESSSAF1  Mainly Catholic  Yes  1 No  2 
LESSSAF2  Mainly Protestant  Yes  1 No  2 
LESSSAF3  Mixed areas  Yes  1 No  2 
LESSSAF4  Poor areas   Yes  1 No  2 
LESSSAF5  Areas of high crime Yes  1 No  2 

LESSSAF6  Isolated areas  Yes  1 No  2 
 
 
ISSHELP 
67.  If you were faced with an issue that affected 
you personally (such as noisy neighbours, 
building works or littering), how confident are you 
that you would know who to turn to for help? 
Would you be …  
   

Very confident    1 
Fairly confident    2 
Not very confident   3 
Or not at all confident?   4 
Depends on circumstances  5 

 Don’t know    6 

INFLDEC 
68.  How strongly do you feel that you can 
influence decisions that affect your area? 
 

 
Strongly agree    1 
Agree     2 
Neither agree nor disagree  3 
Disagree    4

 Strongly disagree    5 
 

 
 
69. We will be running another survey of sixteen year olds next year.  Is there anything that you think we 
should be asking them about life in Northern Ireland?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The results of this survey will be published some time after the autumn of 2003.  If you would like an 
invitation to the launch of the findings, please tick this box and fill in your contact details below  .  If you 
would like a summary of the results, please tick this box and fill in your contact details below  . 
 
Name ____________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________ 
 
 
Telephone number  ___________________________ 
 
Email address  ___________________________ 
 
 

Thank you very much for taking the time to 
complete this questionnaire 
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