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SECTION 1: Introductory Questions 

 
LIVEAREA 

Q1 How long have you lived in the town (city, village) where you live now? 
 

  
                             Number of years (If less than 1 year code 00) 

 
OUTOFNI 

Q2 Have you ever lived outside of Northern Ireland for more than six months? 
 

Yes 1  
No 2 Go to Q3 

 
ELSEUK ROIRELND OUTBISLE 
ASK IF LIVED OUTSIDE OF NORTHERN IRELAND 

Q2a Was that elsewhere in the United Kingdom, in the Republic of Ireland or outside the British 
Isles? 
CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY 
NOTE: IF ISLE OF MAN, CODE ‘ELSEWHERE IN THE UK’ 

 
 Yes No 
Elsewhere in the United Kingdom 1 2 
Republic of Ireland 1 2 
Outside the British Isles 1 2 

 
PLACELIV 

Q3 Would you describe the place where you live as ... 
 

... a big city, 1 
the suburbs or outskirts of a big city, 2 
a small city or town, 3 
a country village,  4 
or, a farm or home in the country? 5 

 
 

S1RSEX 
Q4 INTERVIEWER CHECK 

Respondent is ... 
Male 1 
Female 2 

 
INTWWW 

Q5 Does anyone have access to the internet or World Wide Web from this address? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
Don’t know 8 

 
INTLEIS 

Q6 Do you yourself ever use the internet or World Wide Web for any reason (other than your 
work)? 

 
Yes 1 
No 2 
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http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Background/LIVEAREA.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Background/OUTOFNI.html
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http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Background/ROIRELND.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Background/PLACELIV.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Background/RSEX.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Background/INTWWW.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Background/INTLEIS.html
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SECTION2: Informal Carers 
 
Now some questions about informal care, that is care for those who are sick, disabled or elderly 
provided by non-professionals and generally unpaid.  
 
Some people have extra family responsibilities because they look after someone who is sick, disabled 
or elderly.   

CAREHOME 
Q1 May I check, is there anyone living with you who is sick, disabled or elderly whom you look 

after or give special help to (for example, a sick, disabled or elderly relative, wife, husband, 
partner, child, friend)? 

 
Yes 1 Go to Q2 
No 2 
(Don't know) 8 Go to Q3 

 
IF YES AT Q1 
NUMHOME 

Q2 If yes, do you look after or help one person living with you or is it more than one? 
Interviewer note: enter number of people 
 

 
  

CARESEP 
Q3 What about people not living with you, do you provide some regular service or help for any 

sick, disabled or elderly relative, friend or neighbour not living with you? 
 

Yes 1 Go to Q4 
No 2 
(Don't know) 8  

 
IF YES AT Q3 
NUMSEP 

Q4 If yes, do you look after or help one person not living with you or more than one? 
Interviewer note: enter number of people 

 
 
 
IF NOT A CARER (YES AT Q1 OR Q3), GO TO Q18 
 

ASK ALL CARERS - IF YES AT Q1 OR Q3 
CAREWHO 

Q5 Now thinking of the person you mainly care for (that is the person you spend most hours per 
week caring for). Is that person…SHOWCARD 

 
…your husband, wife or partner 1 
your child or step-child, 2 
your foster child, 3 
your parent, 4 
your parent-in-law, 5 
your grandparent, 6 
your brother or sister, 7 
another relative 8 
or a friend or neighbour? 9 
(Other – WRITE IN) 10 
(Don’t know) 98 
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http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/CAREHOME.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/NUMHOME.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/CARESEP.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/NUMSEP.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/CAREWHO.html
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Q6 What is the first name of that person? 
  

Name (not on data file) 
 

 
 

CARESEX 
Q7 And may I just check, is (name) male or female? 
 

Male 1 
Female 2 

 
 

CAREAGE 
Q8 What is his/her age? 

ENTER AGE IF GIVEN OR CODE AS DON’T KNOW 
IF LESS THAN 1 YEAR ENTER 1 

  
(Don’t know) 98 

 
 

CARELIVE 
Q9 May I just check, does (name) live with you? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 

 
 

Q10 Does (name) need help as a result of …READ OUT… 
CODE ALL THAT APPLY 

 
  Yes No 
CAREOAGE Old age or frailty 1 2 
CAREPDIS Physical disability 1 2 
CAREPILL Physical illness 1 2 
CARELDIS Learning disability 1 2 
CAREMILL Mental illness 1 2 
NEEDDK (Don’t know) 8 

 
 
CAREHOUR 

Q11 Taking account of all the help you give, including travelling time, about how long do you 
spend looking after (name) in an average week? 
IF VARIES: ASK FOR THE NUMBER OF HOURS IN THE MOST RECENT WEEK 
OF CARING 

 
0-2 hours per week 1 
3-4 hours per week 2 
5-9 hours per week 3 
10-19 hours per week 4 
20-29 hours per week 5 
30-39 hours per week 6 
40-59 hours per week 7 
60 hours plus 8 
(Don’t know) 98 
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http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/CARESEX.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/CAREAGE.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/CARELIVE.html
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CAREDAYS 
Q12 And on how many days per week do you usually look after or help (name)? 

IF VARIES: ASK FOR THE NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MOST RECENT WEEK 
OF CARING 

One day per week 1 
Two days per week 2 
Three days per week 3 
Four days per week 4 
Five days per week 5 
Six days per week 6 
Seven days per week 7 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
Q13 Which, if any of the things on this card do you usually do for (name)? 

SHOWCARD 
CODE ALL THAT APPLY 

 
  Yes No 
DOCARE1 Help with personal care eg washing, dressing, eating, toilet 1 2 
DOCARE2 Physical help eg helping in/out of bed/chair 1 2 
DOCARE3 Helping up/down stairs 1 2 
DOCARE4 Helping with paperwork/financial matters 1 2 
DOCARE5 Practical help eg shopping and housework 1 2 
DOCARE6 Other practical help eg gardening and decorating 1 2 
DOCARE7 Companionship 1 2 
DOCARE8 Take him/her out 1 2 
DOCARE9 Give medicine 1 2 
DOCARE10 Supervision 1 2 
DOCARE11 Other help (WRITE IN) 1 2 
DOCARE12 (None) 9 
DOCARE13 (Don’t know) 8 

 
IF MORE THAN ONE TYPE OF HELP GIVEN AT Q13 
MAINHELP 

Q14 And which of these things takes up most of the time you spend caring for (name)? 
SHOWCARD            CODE ONE ONLY 
 

 Yes 
Help with personal care eg washing, dressing, eating, toilet 1 
Physical help eg helping in/out of bed/chair 2 
Helping up/down stairs 3 
Helping with paperwork/financial matters 4 
Practical help eg shopping and housework 5 
Other practical help eg gardening and decorating 6 
Companionship 7 
Take him/her out 8 
Give medicine 9 
Supervision 10 
Other help (WRITE IN) 11 
(Don’t know) 98 
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http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DOCARE1.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DOCARE2.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DOCARE3.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DOCARE4.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DOCARE5.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DOCARE6.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DOCARE7.html
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http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DOCARE9.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DOCARE10.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DOCARE11.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/MAINHELP.html
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ASK ALL CARERS 
HELPMON 

Q15 About how long have you been caring for or helping (name)? 
 

Less than 6 months 1 
6-12 months 2 
Over 1 year, less than 3 years 3 
3 years, less than 5 years 4 
5 years, less than 10 years 5 
10 years, less than 15 years 6 
15 years, less than 20 years 7 
20 years or more 8 
Don’t know 98 

 
 
Q16 Excluding family members, friends, relatives and neighbours, does (name) receive regular 

visits, at least once a month, from any of these people or services? 
SHOWCARD 
CODE ALL THAT APPLY (If dependent does not receive any regular visits – code 9) 

 
  Yes No 
DEPVISI1 Doctor 1 2 
DEPVISI2 Community or district nurse 1 2 
DEPVISI3 Health visitor 1 2 
DEPVISI4 Social worker 1 2 
DEPVISI5 Home helps 1 2 
DEPVISI6 Meals on wheels 1 2 
DEPVISI7 Voluntary worker 1 2 
DEPVISI8 Other visitor or service (WRITE IN) 1 2 
DEPVISI9 Does not receive any regular visits 9 
DEPVIS10 Don’t know 8 

 
 
Q17 Apart from the people and services just mentioned, is there anyone else who helps to look 

after (name) on a regular basis, for example another family member, relative, friend or 
neighbour? 
CODE ALL THAT APPLY (If no-one else helps to care for dependant – code6) 

 
  Yes No 
RELHELP1 Relative (including husband, wife or partner) 1 2 
RELHELP2 Friend 1 2 
RELHELP3 Neighbour 1 2 
RELHELP4 Paid helper 1 2 
RELHELP5 Someone else 1 2 
RELHELP6 Nobody else 1 2 
RELHELP7 Don’t know 8 

 
 

5 

http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/MAINMON.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/RELHELP1.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/RELHELP2.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/RELHELP3.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/RELHELP4.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/RELHELP5.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/RELHELP6.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DEPVISI1.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DEPVISI2.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DEPVISI3.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DEPVISI4.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DEPVISI5.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DEPVISI6.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DEPVISI7.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DEPVISI8.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DEPVISI9.html


Northern Ireland Life & Times Survey 2006 Section 2: Informal Carers
 

ASK ALL 
Q18 Here are views that people sometimes express about people who need care. For each of 

these statements, please use this card to say whether you agree or disagree. 
SHOWCARD 

 
 Strongly 

agree 
Agree Neither 

agree nor 
disagree 

Disagree Strongly 
disagree 

Don’t know 

DEPREL 
These days people who need 
care get most of their help 
from relatives 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

FORGRANT 
Carers are too often taken for 
granted by the authorities 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

CARDUTY 
Looking after family 
members is a duty and carers 
should not be paid by the 
authorities 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

RELWILL 
Relatives are much less 
willing than they used to be 
to look after other members 
of the family 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

CARBENEF 
All carers should be entitled 
to a state benefit which 
recognises their work 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

GOVCARE 
Nowadays, government 
provides most of the help for 
people needing care 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

WOMCARE2 
Women should be prepared 
to give up their jobs to care 
for family members who are 
sick, disabled or elderly 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

MENCARE2 
Men should be prepared to 
give up their jobs to care for 
family members who are 
sick, disabled or elderly 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

 
ELDCARE 

Q19 Thinking now only of elderly people. 
As the number of elderly persons needing care increases over the next few years, who in 
your opinion, should be expected to provide the bulk of the care that will be needed? Should 
it be… READ OUT      CODE ONE ONLY 
 

… relatives (including husband, wife or partner) 1 
the government 2 
friends/neighbours 3 
or voluntary organisations 4 
Other (WRITE IN) 5 
(Don’t know) 8 
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http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/ELDCARE.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/MENCARE2.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/WOMCARE2.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/GOVCARE.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/CARBENEF.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/RELWILL.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/CARDUTY.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/FORGRANT.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/DEPREL.html
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Q20 Again thinking of elderly people. How much do you agree or disagree with each of these 

statements? 
SHOWCARD 

 
 Strongly 

agree 
Agree Neither 

agree nor 
disagree 

Disagree Strongly 
disagree 

Don’t know 

OWNPROV 
It should be everyone's 
responsibility to make their 
own provision so that they 
can pay for their own care 
when they are old 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

NOTPAY 
People who have paid tax all 
their lives should not be 
expected to pay for any care 
they may need when they are 
old 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

MKRELCAR 
Relatives should be made to 
care for close family 
members who need help 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

ELDSELL 
If necessary, elderly people 
should sell their own home to 
meet the cost of living in an 
old person's home 

1 2 3 4 5 8 
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http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/OWNPROV.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Informal_Carers/NOTPAY.html
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SECTION 3: Community Relations 
 

Now I would like to ask some questions about relations between people of different 
religions living in Northern Ireland.  These particular questions are about relations between 
Protestants and Catholics. 

 
RLRELAGO 

Q1 What about relations between Protestants and Catholics?  Would you say they are better 
than they were 5 years ago, worse, or about the same now as then? 
IF 'IT DEPENDS':  On the whole... 

 
Better 1 
Worse 2 
About the same 3 
Other (WRITE IN) 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
RLRELFUT 

Q2 And what about in 5 years time?   
Do you think relations between Protestants and Catholics will be better than now, worse 
than now, or about the same as now? 
IF 'IT DEPENDS':  On the whole... 

 
Better 1 
Worse 2 
About the same 3 
Other (WRITE IN) 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

MXRLGNGH 
Q3 If you had a choice, would you prefer to live in a neighbourhood with people of only your 

own religion, or in a mixed-religion neighbourhood? 
PROBE IF NECESSARY:  Say if you were moving ... 
INTERVIEWER NOTE: If necessary, remind respondent that these questions refer to 
relations between Protestants and Catholics. 
 

Own religion only 1 
Mixed religion neighbourhood 2 
Other (WRITE IN) 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

MXRLGWRK 
Q4 And if you were working and had to change your job, would you prefer a workplace with 

people of only your own religion, or a mixed religion workplace? 
PROBE IF NECESSARY:  Say if you did have a job? 
INTERVIEWER NOTE: If necessary, remind respondent that these questions refer to 
relations between Protestants and Catholics. 
 

Own religion only 1 
Mixed religion workplace 2 
Other (WRITE IN) 3 
(Don’t know) 8 
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http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Community_Relations/RLRELAGO.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Community_Relations/RLRELFUT.html
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OWNMXSCH 
Q5  And if you were deciding where to send your children to school, would you prefer a school 

with children of only your own religion, or a mixed-religion school? 
PROBE IF NECESSARY:  Say if you did have school-age children? 
INTERVIEWER NOTE: If necessary, remind respondent that these questions refer to 
relations between Protestants and Catholics. 

 
Own religion only 1 
Mixed religion school 2 
Other (WRITE IN) 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

NINATID 
Q6 Which of these best describes the way you think of yourself?   

SHOWCARD 
 

British 1 
Irish 2 
Ulster 3 
Northern Irish 4 
Other (WRITE IN) 5 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

OMARRRLG 
Q7  And do you think most people in Northern Ireland would mind or not mind if one of their 

close relatives were to marry someone of a different religion? 
IF WOULD MIND:  A lot or a little? 

 
Would mind a lot 1 
Would mind a little 2 
Would not mind 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
SMARRRLG 

Q8 And you personally, would you mind or not mind? 
IF WOULD MIND: A lot or a little? 

 
Would mind a lot 1 
Would mind a little 2 
Would not mind 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
WHATFLAG 

Q9 The Union flag (that is, the Union Jack) is normally flown outside public buildings on 
special occasions like public holidays. On future special occasions, what flag do you think 
should be flown outside public buildings? 
SHOWCARD 

 
Union flag 1 
Irish tricolour 2 
Both the union flag and the Irish tricolour 3 
No flag at all 4 
A new neutral flag for Northern Ireland 5 
Other (WRITE IN) 6 
(Don’t know) 8 
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http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Community_Relations/OWNMXSCH.html
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REPMURAL 
Q10 Has there been any time in the last year when you personally have felt intimidated by 

republican murals, kerb paintings, or flags? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
Other (WRITE IN) 3 
Don’t know 8 

 
REPMUR2 

Q11 And has there been any time in the last year when you personally have felt annoyed by 
republican murals, kerb paintings, or flags? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
Other (WRITE IN) 3 
Don’t know 8 

 
 

MORRFLAG 
Q12 Do you think there are more republican murals and flags on display these days than there 

were five years ago, less, or about the same number? 
 

More 1 
Less 2 
About the same number 3 
Other (WRITE IN) 4 
Don’t know 8 

 
 

LOYMURAL 
Q13 And has there been any time in the last year when you personally have felt intimidated by 

loyalist murals, kerb paintings, or flags? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
Other (WRITE IN) 3 
Don’t know 8 

 
 
LOYMUR2 

Q14 And has there been any time in the last year when you personally have felt annoyed by 
Loyalist murals, kerb paintings, or flags? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
Other (WRITE IN) 3 
Don’t know 8 

 
 
MORLFLAG 

Q15 Do you think there are more Loyalist murals and flags on display these days than there were 
five years ago, less, or about the same number? 

 
More 1 
Less 2 
About the same number 3 
Other (WRITE IN) 4 
Don’t know 8 
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FLAGLAMP 
Q16 In general, would you, or do you support flag flying on lampposts in your own 

neighbourhood? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
Other (WRITE IN) 3 
Don’t know 8 

 
 
MORUJACK 

Q17 And thinking about the union flag (that is the union jack) being flown on lampposts in 
public streets, do you think this happens more than it did five years ago, less, or is it just the 
same? 

 
More 1 
Less 2 
Just the same 3 
Other (WRITE IN) 4 
Don’t know 8 

 
 
Q18 Equality laws have been drawn up in Northern Ireland to make sure that everyone is treated 

equally.  In your view, are any of the groups on this card generally treated unfairly when 
compared with other groups?  

 SHOWCARD   CODE ALL THAT APPLY 
 

  Yes No 
EQNOW1 Catholics 1 2 
EQNOW2 Protestants 1 2 
EQNOW3 Gays/lesbians/bi-sexuals 1 2 
EQNOW4 Disabled 1 2 
EQNOW5 Elderly 1 2 
EQNOW6 Travellers 1 2 
EQNOW7 Other ethnic minorities 1 2 
EQNOW8 Women 1 2 
EQNOW9 Men 1 2 
EQNOW10 Children 1 2 

 
 
MATTREL 

Q19 Suppose you were applying for a job, how much would it matter to you how many people 
there were of your own religion at the workplace?  Would it matter…READ OUT…  

 
a lot 1 
a bit 2 
or, not at all? 3 
(Don’t know) 8 
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AVOIDPWK 
Q20 Suppose you were applying for a job, would you avoid workplaces situated in a mainly 

Protestant area?   
IF ‘YES’ OR ‘NO’: Is this definitely or probably? 
 

Yes, definitely 1 
Yes, probably 2 
Probably not 3 
Definitely not 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
AVOIDCWK 

Q21 Suppose you were applying for a job, would you avoid workplaces situated in a mainly 
Catholic area?   
IF ‘YES’ OR ‘NO’: Is this definitely or probably? 
 

Yes, definitely 1 
Yes, probably 2 
Probably not 3 
Definitely not 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

ISWKNEUT 
Q22 These days, many employers try to make their workplaces ‘neutral spaces’ – that is where 

there are no symbols on display of either Protestant or Catholic culture and traditions.  
Thinking of your own workplace, would you say that it was a ‘neutral space’? 
SHOWCARD 
 

Always or most of the time 1  
Sometimes 2  
Never 3  
(It depends -specify) 4  
(Don’t have a workplace) 5 Go to Q24 
(Don’t know) 8  

 
 

SDWKNEUT 
Q23 Do you think that it should be a neutral space? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
Other (WRITE IN) 3 
Don’t know 8 

 
 

ISNGNEUT 
Q24 And thinking of the neighbourhood where you live, would you say that it was a ‘neutral 

space’?  SHOWCARD 
Always or most of the time 1 
Sometimes 2 
Never 3 
(It depends – specify) 4 
(Don’t know) 8 
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SDNGNEUT 
Q25 Do you think that it should be a neutral space? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
Other (WRITE IN) 3 
Don’t know 8 

 
 

ISSPNEUT 
Q26 And thinking of the shops where you and your family do your main weekly shopping and 

the area around the shops, would you say that this was a ‘neutral space’?  SHOWCARD 
 

Always or most of the time 1 
Sometimes 2 
Never 3 
(It depends – specify) 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

SDSPNEUT 
Q27 Do you think that it should be a neutral space? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
Other (WRITE IN) 3 
Don’t know 8 

 
 

ISLSNEUT 
Q28 And thinking of your local shops or garage where you might go to buy bread or milk, would 

you say that this was a ‘neutral space’?  SHOWCARD 
 

Always or most of the time 1 
Sometimes 2 
Never 3 
(It depends – specify) 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

SDLSNEUT 
Q29 Do you think that it should be a neutral space? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
Other (WRITE IN) 3 
Don’t know 8 
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SRELFRND 
Q30 About how many of your friends would you say are the same religion as you? 
 SHOWCARD 
 

All 1 
Most 2 
Half 3 
Less than half 4 
None 5 
(Don’t have a religion) 6 
(Not Protestant or Catholic) 7 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
SRELREL 

Q31 What about your relatives, including relatives by marriage? About how many are the same 
religion as you? 
SHOWCARD 

 
All 1 
Most 2 
Half 3 
Less than half 4 
None 5 
(Don’t have a religion) 6 
(Not Protestant or Catholic) 7 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

SRELNGH 
Q32 What about your neighbours? About how many are the same religion as you? 

SHOWCARD 
 

All 1 
Most 2 
Half 3 
Less than half 4 
None 5 
(Don’t have a religion) 6 
(Not Protestant or Catholic) 7 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

FEELCATH 
Q33 How favourable or unfavourable do you feel about people from the Catholic community? 
 SHOWCARD 
 

Very favourable 1 
Favourable 2 
Neither favourable nor unfavourable 3 
Unfavourable 4 
Very unfavourable 5 
(Don’t know) 8 
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FEELPROT 
Q34 How favourable or unfavourable do you feel about people from the Protestant community? 

SHOWCARD 
 

Very favourable 1 
Favourable 2 
Neither favourable nor unfavourable 3 
Unfavourable 4 
Very unfavourable 5 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

CATHCULT 
Q35 How much do you understand about the Catholic community’s culture and traditions? 

Would you say…READ OUT… 
 

…a lot, 1 
a little, 2 
hardly anything, 3 
or nothing at all? 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

PROTCULT 
Q36 And how much do you understand about the Protestant community’s culture and traditions? 

Would you say…READ OUT… 
 

…a lot, 1 
a little, 2 
hardly anything, 3 
or nothing at all? 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

RESPCATH 
Q37 How much respect do you have for the Catholic community’s culture and traditions? Would 

you say…READ OUT… 
 

…a lot, 1 
a little, 2 
hardly any, 3 
or none at all? 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

RESPPROT 
Q38 And how much respect do you have for the Protestant community’s culture and traditions? 

Would you say…READ OUT… 
 

…a lot, 1 
a little, 2 
hardly any, 3 
or none at all? 4 
(Don’t know) 8 
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Q39 The government has set some targets about the kind of society that it wants Northern Ireland 

to become. For each of the following statements, can you tell me on a scale of 1 to 10 
whether you think that the target has been achieved.  You can give a score of 1 if you think 
that the target has definitely not been achieved and a score of 10 if you think that the target 
definitely has been achieved, or you can give a score somewhere between 1 and 10 if you 
think the target has been partly achieved.  Some of the targets you might not personally 
agree with but please score them anyway. 

 SHOWCARD 
 
           DK 
TARGET1 
Northern Ireland is a normal civic society in 
which all individuals are equal, where differences 
are resolved though dialogue and where all 
people are treated impartially 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 

TARGET2 
Northern Ireland is a place free from displays of 
sectarian aggression 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 

TARGET3 
Towns and city centres in Northern Ireland are 
safe and welcoming places for people of all walks 
of life 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 

TARGET4 
Schools in Northern Ireland are effective at 
preparing pupils for life in a diverse society  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 

TARGET5 
Schools in Northern Ireland are effective at 
encouraging understanding of the complexity of 
our history 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 

TARGET6 
The government is actively encouraging 
integrated schools 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 

TARGET7 
The government is actively encouraging schools 
of different religions to mix with each other by 
sharing facilities 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 

TARGET8 
The government is actively encouraging shared 
communities where people of all backgrounds 
can live, work, learn and play together 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 98 

 
 
Thinking about relations between Protestants and Catholics, as well as between people of different 
nationalities and ethnic background, the government is trying to encourage Northern Ireland to 
become a ‘shared space’, where people from all walks of life feel safe and welcomed. 
 

WORKCULT 
Q40 Thinking about your workplace – if you have one – is it a place where you feel you can be 

open about your own cultural identity? 
IF ‘YES’ OR ‘NO’: Is this definitely or probably? 

 
Yes, definitely 1 
Yes, probably 2 
Probably not 3 
Definitely not 4 
Don’t have a workplace 5 
(Don’t know) 8 
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NGHCULT 
Q41 And thinking of the neighbourhood where you live, is it a place where you feel you can be 

open about your own cultural identity? 
IF ‘YES’ OR ‘NO’: Is this definitely or probably 

 
Yes, definitely 1 
Yes, probably 2 
Probably not 3 
Definitely not 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

SCHLCULT 
Q42 And thinking about the schools that your children attend – if you have children at school – 

are all these schools places where your children feel free they can be open about their own 
cultural identity? 
IF ‘YES’ OR ‘NO’: Is this definitely or probably 

 
Yes, definitely 1 
Yes, probably 2 
Probably not 3 
Definitely not 4 
Depends on the school 5 
(Don’t have children at school) 6 
(Don’t know) 8 

 

17 

http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Community_Relations/NGHCULT.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Community_Relations/SCHLCULT.html


Northern Ireland Life & Times Survey 2006 Section 4: Healthcare
 
SECTION 4: Healthcare 
 

NHSSAT 
Q1 All in all, how satisfied or dissatisfied would you say you are with the way in which the 

National Health Service is run nowadays? 
Choose a phrase from this card. 
SHOWCARD 

 
Very satisfied 1 
Quite satisfied 2 
Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 3 
Quite dissatisfied 4 
Very dissatisfied 5 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
Q2 From your own experience or from what you have heard, please say how satisfied or 

dissatisfied you are with the way in which each of these parts of the National Health Service 
runs nowadays. SHOWCARD 

 
 Very 

satisfied 
Quite 

satisfied 
Neither 

satisfied nor 
dissatisfied 

Quite 
dissatisfied 

Very 
dissatisfied 

(Don’t 
know) 

GPSAT 
First, local doctors or GPs? 1 2 3 4 5 8 

DENTSAT 
... National Health Service 
dentists? 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

INPATSAT 
... Being in hospital as an in-
patient? 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

OUTPASAT 
... Attending hospital as an 
out-patient? 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

 
PRIVMED 

Q3 Are you yourself covered by a private health insurance scheme, that is an insurance scheme 
that allows you to get private medical treatment? 
ADD IF NECESSARY: ‘For example, BUPA or PPP.’  
IF INSURANCE COVERS DENTISTRY ONLY, CODE ‘No’ 

 
Yes 1 Go to Q4 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 Go to Q5 

 
 
PRIVPAID 
IF ‘Yes’ AT Q3 

Q4 Does your employer (or your partner’s employer) pay the majority of the cost of 
membership of this scheme? 

 
Yes 1 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 
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ASK ALL 
NHSLIMIT 

Q5 It has been suggested that the National Health Service should be available only to those 
with lower incomes.  This would mean that contributions and taxes could be lower and 
most people would then take out medical insurance or pay for health care. 
Do you support or oppose this idea? 
IF ‘SUPPORT’ OR ‘OPPOSE’: A lot or a little? 

 
Support a lot  1 
Support a little 2 
Oppose a little 3 
Oppose a lot 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
GPCHANGE 

Q6 Suppose you wanted to change your GP and go to a different practice, how difficult or easy 
do you think this would be to arrange?  
Would it be ...READ OUT … 

 
...very difficult, 1 
fairly difficult, 2 
not very difficult,      3 
or, not at all difficult? 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
HEALTHYR 

Q7 Please think back over the last 12 months about how your health has been. 
Compared to people of your own age, would you say that your health has on the whole 
been…  READ OUT 
 

… excellent, 1 
Good, 2 
Fair, 3 
poor, 4 
or very poor 5 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
DISAB1 

Q8 Do you have a long-standing illness, disability or infirmity?  By long-standing I mean 
anything that has troubled you over a period of time or that is likely to affect you over a 
period of time? 

 
Yes 1 Ask Q8a 
No 2 Go to Q8b 

LIMDISAB 
Q8a Does this illness or disability limit your activities in any way? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 

 
 

IF YES TO BOTH Q8 AND Q8A DO NOT ASK Q8b  
LIMILL 

Q8b Have you ever had a long-term illness that affected your activities? 
LONG-TERM MEANS A YEAR OR MORE 

 
Yes 1 
No 2 
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SECTION 5: Attitudes to Minority Ethnic People  
 
The next section is about attitudes to immigrants and people from minority ethnic groups living in 
Northern Ireland. 
 

RACE2 
Q1 To which of these groups do you consider you belong? 

SHOWCARD 
 

White 1 
Black 2 
Asian 3 
Chinese 4 
Irish Traveller 5 
Mixed (Please specify) 6 
Other (Please specify) 7 
None of these 8 
(Don't know) 98 

 
 

NINATID2 
Q2 And, can I just check, what nationality are you? 
 

British  1 
Irish 2 
British and Irish 3 
Other (WRITE IN) 4 

 
UMINETH 

Q2a Do you consider yourself to be a member of a minority ethnic community? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
Don’t know 8 

 
RACPREJ 

Q3 Thinking of people from minority ethnic communities, do you think there is a lot of 
prejudice against them in Northern Ireland nowadays, a little, or hardly any? 

 
A lot 1 
A little 2 
Hardly any 3 

 
 

RACPREJM 
Q4 Do you think there is generally more racial prejudice in Northern Ireland now than there 

was 5 years ago, less, or about the same amount? 
 

More now 1 
Less now 2 
About the same 3 
Other (WRITE IN) 4 
Don’t know 8 
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RACPREJF 
Q5 Do you think there will be more, less or about the same amount of racial prejudice in 

Northern Ireland in 5 years time compared with now? 
 

More in 5 years 1 
Less  2 
About the same 3 
Other (WRITE IN) 4 
Don’t know 8 

 
 
RACPRG2 

Q6 Some people say that there is more prejudice towards some groups of people from minority 
ethnic communities. Looking at the groups on this card, which group do you think there is 
most prejudice against?  
SHOWCARD 

 
Black (African, Caribbean) 1 
Chinese 2 
South Asian (Indian, Pakistani or Bangladeshi) 3 
Irish Traveller 4 
Portuguese  5 
Polish 6 
Other Eastern European 7 
Filipino 8 
Other (WRITE IN) 9 
(Don’t know) 10 
None of these 11 

 
 

RACOWNKD 
Q7 How much do you agree or disagree with the statement, “In relation to colour and ethnicity, 

I prefer to stick with people of my own kind” 
SHOWCARD 

 
Strongly agree 1 
Agree 2 
Neither agree nor disagree 3 
Disagree 4 
Strongly disagree 5 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

RACCOMP 
Q8 And again in relation to colour and ethnicity, which of these statements BEST describes 

how you feel about mixing with people from a different background to your own? 
SHOWCARD 

 
I prefer the company of people from the same ethnic background as the one 

that I was brought up in 
1 

I prefer the company of people from a different ethnic background to the 
one that I was brought up in 

2 

I have no preference 3 
(I don’t know anyone of a different ethnic background) 5 

Other (WRITE IN) 5 
(Don’t know) 8 
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IF THE RESPONDENT IS AN IRISH TRAVELLER (CODE 5 AT Q1) SKIP TO Q10 
Q9 In relation to the next six questions, could you indicate which statements you would agree 

with? 
SHOWCARD 

 
In relation to Irish Travellers, I would willingly accept them as… 

 
  Yes No 
TRAVTOUR … a tourist visiting Northern Ireland 1 2 
TRAVRNI … a resident of Northern Ireland living and working here 1 2 
TRAVRES … a resident in my local area 1 2 
TRAVCOLL … a colleague at my work 1 2 
TRAVPAL … a close friend of mine 1 2 
TRAVREL … a relative by way of marrying a close member of my family 1 2 

 
 

INTERVIEWER CHECK: ASK Q10 IF NOT EASTERN EUROPEAN AT Q 2  
IF THE RESPONDENT IS EASTERN EUROPEAN, SKIP TO Q11 

Q10 And do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 
SHOWCARD 
 
In relation to people from Eastern Europe, I would willingly accept them as… 

 
  Yes No 
EETOUR … a tourist visiting Northern Ireland 1 2 
EERNI … a resident of Northern Ireland living and working here 1 2 
EERES … a resident in my local area 1 2 
EECOLL … a colleague at my work 1 2 
EEPAL … a close friend of mine 1 2 
EEREL … a relative by way of marrying a close member of my family 1 2 

 
 

ASK ALL 
The next question is about people of a minority ethnic background, for example, Chinese or 
Asian. 

Q11 And do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 
SHOWCARD 
 
In relation to people from other minority ethnic groups, I would willingly accept them 
as… 
 
  Yes No 
MEGTOURA … a tourist visiting Northern Ireland 1 2 
MEGRNIA … a resident of Northern Ireland living and working here 1 2 
MEGRESA … a resident in my local area 1 2 
MEGCOLLA … a colleague at my work 1 2 
MEGPALA … a close friend of mine 1 2 
MEGRELA … a relative by way of marrying a close member of my family 1 2 

 
UMUSLIM 

Q12 INTERVIEWER CHECK: 
Can I just check, are you a Muslim? 

 
Yes 1 Go to Q13 
No 2 Ask Q12a 
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IF THE RESPONDENT IS A MUSLIM, SKIP TO Q13 
Q12a And do you agree or disagree with the following statements. 

SHOWCARD 
 
In relation to people belonging to the Islamic faith, that is, Muslims, I would willingly 
accept them as… 
 
  Yes No 
MUSTOUR2 … a tourist visiting Northern Ireland 1 2 
MUSRNI2 … a resident of Northern Ireland living and working here 1 2 
MUSRES2 … a resident in my local area 1 2 
MUSCOLL2 … a colleague at my work 1 2 
MUSPAL2 … a close friend of mine 1 2 
MUSREL2 … a relative by way of marrying a close member of my family 1 2 

 
 
Q13 Do any of your friends – that is, people you mix with socially – come from one or more of 

the following minority ethnic communities? 
SHOWCARD 
CODE ALL THAT APPLY 

 
  Yes No 
MEGPAL1 Black (African, Caribbean) 1 2 
MEGPAL2 Chinese 1 2 
MEGPAL3 South Asian (Indian, Pakistani or Bangladeshi) 1 2 
MEGPAL4 Irish Traveller 1 2 
MEGPAL5 Portuguese  1 2 
MEGPAL11 Polish 1 2 
MEGPAL12 Other Eastern European 1 2 
MEGPAL7 Filipino 1 2 
MEGPAL8 Other (WRITE IN) 1 2 
MEGPAL9 None of these 0 
MEGPALDK Don’t know 8 

 
 
Q14 In relation to the people who you have regular contact with at work, do any of these come 

from one or more of the following minority ethnic communities? 
SHOWCARD 
CODE ALL THAT APPLY 

 
  Yes No 
MEGWRK1 Black (African, Caribbean) 1 2 
MEGWRK2 Chinese 1 2 
MEGWRK3 South Asian (Indian, Pakistani or Bangladeshi) 1 2 
MEGWRK4 Irish Traveller 1 2 
MEGWRK5 Portuguese  1 2 
MEGWRK11 Polish 1 2 
MEGWRK12 Other Eastern European 1 2 
MEGWRK7 Filipino 1 2 
MEGWRK8 Other (WRITE IN) 1 2 
MEGWRK9 None of these 0 
MEGWRKDK Don’t know 8 
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Q15 Thinking now about your immediate neighbours – that is, people who live next door to you 

or if you live in a flat directly above or below you – do any of these come from one or more 
of the following minority ethnic communities? 
SHOWCARD 
CODE ALL THAT APPLY 

 
  Yes No 
MEGNGH1 Black (African, Caribbean) 1 2 
MEGNGH2 Chinese 1 2 
MEGNGH3 South Asian (Indian, Pakistani or Bangladeshi) 1 2 
MEGNGH4 Irish Traveller 1 2 
MEGNGH5 Portuguese  1 2 
MEGNGH11 Polish 1 2 
MEGNGH12 Other Eastern European 1 2 
MEGNGH7 Filipino 1 2 
MEGNGH8 Other (WRITE IN) 1 2 
MEGNGH9 None of these 0 
MEGNGHDK Don’t know 8 

 
MEGCONT 

Q16 More generally, thinking of the main minority ethnic communities listed on this card, how 
often would you say that you come into direct contact with people from one or more of these 
backgrounds?  

 INTERVIEWER NOTE:  If respondent has regular contact with people from more 
than one of the minority ethnic communities listed – take the group with which they 
have most contact. 
SHOWCARD 21 AGAIN  

 
Daily 1 
About once or twice a week 2 
About once or twice a month 3 
Very rarely 4 

Ask Q17 

Not at all 5 
(Don’t know) 8 Go to Q18 

 
 
Q17 Could you tell me what type of contact you usually have with people from minority ethnic 

communities? 
INTERVIEWER NOTE: For example, colleagues at work, a person working in a shop, 
one of your friends … 
INTERVIEWER :PROBE FOR AS MUCH DETAIL AS POSSIBLE 

 
 
 

 
 

UPREJMEG 
Q18 How would you describe yourself…READ OUT…as very prejudiced against people of 

minority ethnic communities, a little prejudiced, or not prejudiced at all? 
 

…very prejudiced, 1 
a little prejudiced, 2 Ask Q19 

Or, not prejudiced at all? 3 
Other (WRITE IN) 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

Go to Q20 
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PREJACT 
Q19 Some people say that even if they are a bit prejudiced it doesn't affect how they actually talk 

to people from minority ethnic groups; other people say that it does affect their interactions. 
How about you? Would you say that your interactions with people from minority ethnic 
groups are affected by how you feel or not? SHOWCARD 

 
Always 1 
Sometimes 2 
Never 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
LIVWKEU1 

Q20 One of the rights of being part of the European Union is that people from Northern Ireland 
are free to live and work in any other part of the EU.  How welcome is this to you 
personally? 
SHOWCARD 

 
Very welcome  1 
Fairly welcome 2 
Neither welcome nor unwelcome 3 
Fairly unwelcome 4 
Very unwelcome 5 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

LIVWKEU2 
Q21 And what about the fact that other EU citizens are free to live and work in Northern Ireland. 

How welcome is this to you personally? 
 SHOWCARD 
 

Very welcome  1 
Fairly welcome 2 
Neither welcome nor unwelcome 3 
Fairly unwelcome 4 
Very unwelcome 5 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
IMMREST 

Q22 In May 2004 eight countries from Eastern Europe joined the European Union. Most of the 
existing EU member states have put restrictions on immigration from these eight countries. 
However the UK government did not. Do you agree with the UK government's decision or 
do you think they should have also placed restrictions on immigration from these countries? 

 
Agree with the UK’s decision 1 

Disagree - they should have placed restrictions on immigration 2 
Neither 3 

(Don’t know) 8 
 

 
IMMREST2 

Q23 Bulgaria and Romania are likely to join the European Union in 2007.  Do you think that the 
UK government should place restrictions on immigration from these two countries or do you 
think that they should not place restrictions? 

 
Yes, they should place restrictions on immigration 1 

No, they should not place restrictions on immigration 2 
Neither 3 

(Don’t know) 8 
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The next few questions are about migrant workers, that is, people who come from other 
countries to work in Northern Ireland, and may or may not stay very long here. 
 

Q24 There are different opinions about migrant workers in Northern Ireland.  How much do you 
agree or disagree with each of the following statements? 
SHOWCARD 

 
 

Strongly 
Agree Agree 

Neither 
agree or 
disagree Disagree 

Strongly 
Disagree 

(Don’t 
know) 

MIGWRK1 
Migrant workers are 
generally good for Northern 
Ireland’s economy 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

MIGWRK2 
Migrant workers take jobs 
away from people who were 
born in Northern Ireland  

1 2 3 4 5 8 

MIGWRK3 
Migrant workers mostly 
take up jobs that Northern 
Ireland workers don’t want 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

MIGWRK4 
Employers take on migrant 
workers because they are 
prepared to work for lower 
wages than local workers  

1 2 3 4 5 8 

MIGWRK5 
It is good for Northern 
Ireland that migrant workers 
come to work as doctors 
and nurses when there is a 
shortage of medical staff 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

MIGWRK6 
The number of migrant 
workers moving into 
Northern Ireland means that 
there is a shortage of local 
housing 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

MIGWRK7 
Migrant workers make 
Northern Ireland open to 
new ideas and cultures 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

MIGWRK8 
The number of migrant 
workers coming into 
Northern Ireland puts a 
strain on the Health Service 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

MIGWRK9 
The needs of migrant 
workers’ children are 
putting a strain on schools 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

MIGWRK10 
Migrant workers come to 
Northern Ireland just to get 
social security benefits 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

MIGWRK11 
People’s perceptions of 
migrant workers are tainted 
by the media 

1 2 3 4 5 8 
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UMWORKER 
Q25 Do you consider yourself to be a migrant worker? 

 
Yes 1 
No 2 
Don’t know 8 
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SECTION 6: Political Attitudes  
 
The next section is about politics and voting.  
 

NISUPPTY 
Q1 Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a supporter of any one political party? 

 
Yes 1 Go to Q3 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 Ask Q2 

 
 
NICLSPTY 

Q2 Do you think of yourself as a little closer to one political party than to others? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

NIPTYID1 
Q3 IF YES AT Q1 OR Q2:  Which one? 

IF NO/DON’T KNOW AT Q2:  If there were a general election tomorrow, which political 
party do you think you would be most likely to support? 

 
Conservative 1 
Labour 2 
Liberal Democrat 3 

Ask Q4 

Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) 4  
Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP) 5  
DUP/Democratic Unionist Party 6  
Alliance Party 7  
Sinn Fein 8 Go to Q5 
Progressive Unionist Party (PUP) 9  
Women's Coalition 11  
Other Party (WRITE IN) 15  
None 16  
Other answer (WRITE IN) 17  
(Don't know) 98  

 
 
NIPTYID3 
IF 'CONSERVATIVE', 'LABOUR' OR 'LIBERAL DEMOCRAT'  

Q4 If there were a general election in which only Northern Ireland parties were standing, which 
one do you think you would be most likely to support? 

 
Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) 4 
Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP) 5 
DUP/Democratic Unionist Party 6 
Alliance Party 7 
Sinn Fein 8 
Progressive Unionist Party (PUP) 9 
Women's Coalition 11 
Other Party (WRITE IN) 15 
None 16 
Other answer (WRITE IN) 17 
(Don't know) 98 
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UNINATID 
Q5 Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a unionist, a nationalist or neither? 
 

Unionist 1 
Nationalist 2 Go to Q6 

Neither 3 
(Other WRITE IN) 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

Go to Q7 

 
 

UNINATST 
If 'UNIONIST' or 'NATIONALIST' at Q5 

Q6 Would you call yourself a very strong (unionist/nationalist), fairly strong, or not very 
strong? 

 
Very strong 1 
Fairly strong 2 
Not very strong 3 
(Don't know) 8 

NIRELAND 
Q7 Do you think the long-term policy for Northern Ireland should be for it…READ OUT… 
 

… to remain part of the United Kingdom 1 Ask Q8a and not Q8b 
or, to reunify with the rest of Ireland? 2 Go to Q8b 
(Independent state) 3  
Other answer (WRITE IN) 4 Ask Q8a and then Q8b 
(Don't know) 8  

 
 

FUTURE1 
Q8a If the majority of people in Northern Ireland ever voted to become part of a United Ireland 

do you think you…READ OUT… 
 

… would find this almost impossible to accept, 1 
Would not like it, but could live with it if you had to, 2 
or, would happily accept the wishes of the majority? 3 
(Don't know) 8 

 
 
FUTURE2 

Q8b If the majority of people in Northern Ireland never voted to become part of a United Ireland do 
you think you…READ OUT… 

 
… would find this almost impossible to accept, 1 
Would not like it, but could live with it if you had to, 2 
Or, would happily accept the wishes of the majority? 3 
(Don't know) 8 
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HOWVOTE 
Q9 How did you vote in 1998 when the referendum on the Good Friday Agreement was held? 
 

I voted Yes 1 
I voted No 2 
I didn't vote 3 
I wasn't registered to vote 4 
(Don’t know/Can’t remember) 8 
(Refused) 9 

 
VOTESTA 

Q10 And how do you think you would vote in 2007 if a referendum on the St Andrew’s 
Agreement were held? 
Interviewer note: The St Andrew's Agreement was announced on 13 October 2006, 
and gives a timetable for the restoration of devolved government in Northern Ireland. 

 
I would vote Yes 1 
I would vote No 2 
I wouldn’t vote 3 
I’m not registered to vote 4 
(Don’t know) 8 
(Refused) 9 

 
FUTURENI 

Q11 Which of these statements comes closest to your view? 
SHOWCARD 

 
Northern Ireland should become independent:  
     separate from the UK and the European Union 
     separate from the UK but part of the European Union 

 
1 
2 

Northern Ireland should remain part of the UK: 
     with its own elected parliament which has law-making and taxation powers 
     with its own elected assembly which has limited law-making powers only      

 
3 
4 

Northern Ireland should remain part of the UK without an elected assembly 5 
Northern Ireland should unify with the Republic of Ireland 6 
(Don’t know) 8 
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SECTION 7:  Background  
 
Finally, I would like to ask you some background questions about yourself. These enable us to 
check that we have obtained a proper cross section of the Northern Ireland public. They also allow 
researchers to analyse whether there are differences in attitude between different groups of people. 
 
I must stress that the survey is confidential and that before the data is passed on by us for analysis 
all names and addresses are deleted. It is therefore impossible to identify any individual or their 
responses 
 

TENSHORT 
Q1 Do you (or your family) own or rent this house/flat/bungalow? 

PROBE IF NECESSARY 
 

OWNS:   Outright 1 
 Buying on mortgage 2 
 Buying on Co-ownership Scheme 3 
RENT: Housing Executive 4 
 Housing Association 5 
 Private Landlord 6 
OTHER: WRITE IN 7 
(Don't know) 8 

 
HOUSEHLD 

Q2 Number in household 
  

 
Q3 Household information 

(Forward write sex from Section 1) 
 
Person Resp P2 P3 P4 P5 P6 P7 P8 
         
 RAGE P2AGE P3AGE P4AGE P5AGE P6AGE P7AGE P8AGE 
Age                 
         
Agegroup         
0 – 17 
18 – 24 
25 – 44 
45 – 64 
65 – 74 
75+ 
(Don’t know/Refused) 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

         
 RSEX P2SEX P3SEX P4SEX P5SEX P6SEX P7SEX P8SEX 
Male 
Female 

1 
2 

1 
2 

1 
2 

1 
2 

1 
2 

1 
2 

1 
2 

1 
2 

         
Relationship to 
respondent 
 
Spouse/Partner 
Son/Daughter 
Parent/Par in Law 
Other relative 
Other non-relative 

 
 
 
 

P2REL 
 
 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

P3REL 
 
 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

P4REL 
 
 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

P5REL 
 
 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

P6REL 
 
 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

P7REL 
 
 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

P8REL 
 
 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
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RMARSTAT 
Q4 May I ask your marital status?  CODE FIRST TO APPLY 
 

Single (never married) 1 
Married 2 
Living as married 3 
Separated 4 
Divorced 5 
Widowed 6 

 
 
CHILDU16 

Q4a And can I just check, do you have any (other) children aged 16 or under not living with you? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 

 
 
HIGHSTED 

Q5 What is the highest Educational Qualification you have achieved? (one only)  SHOWCARD 
 

Degree Level or Higher 1 
BTEC (Higher), BEC (Higher), TEC (Higher), HNC, HND 2 
GCE 'A' Level (including NVQ Level 3) 3 
BTEC (National), TEC (National), BEC (National), ONC, OND 4 
GCSE (including NVQ Level 2), GCE 'O' Level (including CSE Grade 1), Senior Certificate, BTEC 
(General), BEC (General) 5 

CSE (other than Grade 1) 6 
No formal qualification 7 
Other (write in) 8 

 
 
TEA 

Q5a How old were you when you completed your continuous full-time education? 
 

15 or under 1 Still at school 6 
16 2 Still at college or university 7 
17 3 Other (Write in) 8 
18 4 (Don’t know/Can’t remember) 98 
19 or over 5   

 
TEAMUM 

Q5b We are interested in differences between the generations, can you tell me how old your father 
was when he completed his continuous full-time education? 

 
15 or under 1 
16 2 
17 3 
18 4 
19 or over 5 
At college or university now 6 
Other (WRITE IN) 7 
(Don’t know) 8 
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TEADAD 
Q5c And how old was your mother when she completed her continuous full-time education? 
 

15 or under 1 
16 2 
17 3 
18 4 
19 or over 5 
At college or university now 6 
Other (WRITE IN) 7 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

Q6 Which of these descriptions applies to what you were doing last week, that is in the seven days 
ending last Sunday?  SHOWCARD 
IF ON HOLIDAY OR TEMPORARILY SICK ASK WHAT THEY ARE USUALLY 
DOING 

 
RECACT2 Working full-time 1 
RECACT3 Working part-time 1 

Go to Q6a 

RECACT4 Not working (seeking work) 1 
RECACT5 On a Government Training Scheme 1 
RECACT6 Retired 1 
RECACT7 In full-time education 1 
RECACT8 Looking after the home 1 
RECACT9 Permanently sick or disabled 1 
RECACT10 Not working (and not seeking work) 1 
RECACT11 Caring for elderly or disabled person full-time 1 
RECACT12 Other (write in) 1 

Go to Q7 

 
 

RHOURSWK 
Q6a How many hours a week do you normally work in your job? 
 

  
 

TUNION 
Q6b Are you currently a member of a trade union? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 

Go to Q8 

 
 
RJOBCHK 

Q7 Can I just check, have you ever had a paid job? 
 

Yes 1  
No 2 Go to Q15 

 
IF 1 OR 2 AT Q6, OR CODE 1 AT Q7 

Q8 Now I want to ask you about your (last) job.   
What (is/was) your job? 
WRITE IN JOB TITLE 
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Q9 What kind of work (do/did) you do most of the time?   

IF RELEVANT:  What materials/machinery (do/did) you use? 
 

 

 
 
Q10 What training or qualifications (are/were) needed for that job? 
 

 

 
 
REMPSEMP 

Q11 Can I just check, (are/were) you...READ OUT... 
 

… an employee,. 1 Go to Q12 
or, self-employed? 2 Go to Q14b 

 
 

RMANFORE 
Q12 Can I just check, (are/were) you...READ OUT... 
 

… a manager, 1 
A foreman or supervisor,  2 Ask Q12a 

or, neither? 3 
(Don’t know) 8 Go to Q13 

 
 
RMANY 

Q12a How many people (do/did) you manage or supervise? 
ENTER NUMBER 

   
 
 
RSECT 

Q13 And (do/did) you work in the public, private or voluntary sector?  
 

Public sector 1 
Private sector 2 
Voluntary/charity sector 3 
Other 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
 
Q14 a If employee: including yourself, how many people (are/were) employed 

at the place where you usually (work/worked) from? 
 

b If self employed: How many employees (do/did) you have? 
 

RNUMEMP  RNUMSEMP 
IF EMPLOYEE  IF SELF-EMPLOYED 

    
Fewer than 10 1  ENTER NUMBER    
10-24 2    
25-99 3  CODE 00 IF NONE  
100-499 4  CODE 998 IF DK  
500 or more 5    
(Don’t know) 8    
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ASK IF HAS LIVING PARTNER (CODES 2, 3 AT Q4) 
WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS GO TO Q15C AND ASK ABOUT LATE PARTNER 
OTHERS GO TO Q23 

Q15 Which of these descriptions applies to what your (wife/husband/partner) was doing last week, 
that is the seven days ending last Sunday?   
SHOWCARD 
THIS CAN BE MULTICODE 
IF ON HOLIDAY OR TEMPORARILY SICK ASK WHAT THEY ARE USUALLY 
DOING 

 
ECACTS2 Working full-time 1 
ECACTS3 Working part-time 1 Go to Q15a 

ECACTS4 Not working (seeking work) 1 
ECACTS5 On a Government Training Scheme 1 
ECACTS6 Retired 1 
ECACTS7 In full-time education 1 
ECACTS8 Looking after the home 1 
ECACTS9 Permanently sick or disabled 1 
ECACTS10 Not working (and not seeking work) 1 
ECACTS11 Caring for elderly or disabled person full-time 1 
ECACTS12 Other (write in)  1 

Go to Q15b 
 

 
 
SHOURSWK 

Q15a And how many hours a week does he/she work in his/her job? 
 

  
GO TO Q16 

 
 
SJOBCHK 

Q15b Can I just check, has he/she ever had a paid job? 
 

Yes 1  
No 2 Go to Q23 

 
 

I am now going to ask you a few questions about your late (husband/wife) employment 
history. 
WJOBCHK 

Q15c Can I just check, did your husband/wife ever have a paid job? 
 
 

Yes 1  
No 2 Go to Q23 

 
 

IF CODE 1 OR 2 AT Q15, OR CODE 1 AT Q15B or CODE 1 at Q15C 
Q16 Now I want to ask you about your (wife's/husband's/partner's)(present/last) job.   

What (is/was) (his/her) job? 
 
WRITE IN JOB TITLE 
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Q17 What kind of work (does/did) (he/she) do most of the time?   

IF RELEVANT:  What materials/machinery (does/did) (he/she) use? 
 

 
 
Q18 What training or qualifications (are/were) needed for that job? 
 

 

 
 

SEMPSEMP 
Q19 Can I just check, (is/was)(she/he)...READ OUT... 
 

… an employee 1 Go to Q20 
or, self-employed? 2 Go to Q22b 

 
 
SMANFORE 

Q20 Can I just check, (is/was)(she/he)...READ OUT... 
 

… a manager, 1 
A foreman or supervisor,  2 
or, neither? 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
SSECT 

Q21 And (do/did) (he/she) work in the public, private or voluntary sector?  
 

Public sector 1 
Private sector 2 
Voluntary/charity sector 3 
Other 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
Q22 a If employee: including your (wife/husband/partner), how many people 

(are/were) employed at the place where (he/she) usually (works/worked)  
from? 

 
b If self employed: How many employees (does/did) your 

(wife/husband/partner) have? 
 

SNUMEMP  SNUMSEMP 
IF EMPLOYEE  IF SELF-EMPLOYED 

    
Fewer than 10 1  ENTER NUMBER    
10-24 2    
25-99  3  CODE 00 IF NONE  
100-499 4  CODE 998 IF DK  
500 or more 5    
(Don’t know) 8    
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RELIGION 
Q23 Do you regard yourself as belonging to any particular religion? 

If yes, which?    DO NOT PROMPT 
 

No religion 1  Non-subscribing Presbyterian 14 
Refused 99 Ask Q25 Salvation Army 15 
Catholic 2  Church of Nazarene 16 
Church of Ireland/Anglican/Episcopal 3  Jehovah's Witness 17 
Baptist 4  Mormon 18 
Methodist 5  Protestant - no-denomination 19 
Presbyterian 6  Christian - no denomination 20 
Free Presbyterian 7  Hindu 21 
Brethren 8  Jewish 22 
United Reform Church 
(URC)/Congregational  

9  Islam/Muslim 23 

Pentecostal 10  Sikh 24 
Church of Scotland 11  Buddhist 25 
Elim Pentecostal 12  Other (WRITE IN) 26 
Reformed Presbyterian 13  (Don't know) 98 

 
 
ASK IF NOT REFUSED AT Q23  
FAMRELIG 

Q23a In what religion, if any, were you brought up?   
PROBE IF NECESSARY:  What was your family's religion?   DO NOT PROMPT 

No religion 1  Non-subscribing Presbyterian 14
Refused 99  Salvation Army 15
Catholic 2  Church of Nazarene 16
Church of Ireland/Anglican/Episcopal 3  Jehovah's Witness 17
Baptist 4  Mormon 18
Methodist 5  Protestant - no-denomination 19
Presbyterian 6  Christian - no denomination 20
Free Presbyterian 7  Hindu 21
Brethren 8  Jewish 22
United Reform Church 
(URC)/Congregational  

9  Islam/Muslim 23

Pentecostal 10  Sikh 24
Church of Scotland 11  Buddhist 25
Elim Pentecostal 12  Other (WRITE IN) 26
Reformed Presbyterian 13  (Don't know) 98

 
 
IF REFUSED AT Q23 OR Q23A GO TO Q25 
IF NO RELIGION AT Q23 GO TO Q25 
CHATTEND 

Q24 Apart from special occasions such as weddings, funerals, baptisms and so on, how often 
nowadays do you attend services or meetings connected with your religion?   PROBE AS 
NECESSARY 

 
Once a week or more 1 
2 or 3 times a month 2 
Once a month 3 
Several times a year 4 
Less frequently 5 
Never 6 
(Don't know) 8 
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PRTNRRLG 
IF MARRIED/LIVING AS MARRIED  

Q25 Does your (husband/wife/partner) regard themselves as belonging to any particular religion? 
If yes, which?    DO NOT PROMPT 

 
No religion 1  Non-subscribing Presbyterian 14 
Refused 99  Salvation Army 15 
Catholic 2  Church of Nazarene 16 
Church of Ireland/Anglican/Episcopal 3  Jehovah's Witness 17 
Baptist 4  Mormon 18 
Methodist 5  Protestant - no-denomination 19 
Presbyterian 6  Christian - no denomination 20 
Free Presbyterian 7  Hindu 21 
Brethren 8  Jewish 22 
United Reform Church 
(URC)/Congregational  

9  Islam/Muslim 23 

Pentecostal 10  Sikh 24 
Church of Scotland 11  Buddhist 25 
Elim Pentecostal 12  Other (WRITE IN) 26 
Reformed Presbyterian 13  (Don't know) 98 

 
MUMRELIG 
ASK ALL 

Q26a What was your mother's religion when you were a child? 
 

No religion 1  Non-subscribing Presbyterian 14 
Refused 99  Salvation Army 15 
Catholic 2  Church of Nazarene 16 
Church of Ireland/Anglican/Episcopal 3  Jehovah's Witness 17 
Baptist 4  Mormon 18 
Methodist 5  Protestant - no-denomination 19 
Presbyterian 6  Christian - no denomination 20 
Free Presbyterian 7  Hindu 21 
Brethren 8  Jewish 22 
United Reform Church 
(URC)/Congregational  

9  Islam/Muslim 23 

Pentecostal 10  Sikh 24 
Church of Scotland 11  Buddhist 25 
Elim Pentecostal 12  Other (WRITE IN) 26 
Reformed Presbyterian 13  Never knew mother/does not apply 97 
   (Don't know) 98 

 
DADRELIG 

Q26b What was your father's religion when you were a child? 
 

No religion 1  Non-subscribing Presbyterian 14 
Refused 99  Salvation Army 15 
Catholic 2  Church of Nazarene 16 
Church of Ireland/Anglican/Episcopal 3  Jehovah's Witness 17 
Baptist 4  Mormon 18 
Methodist 5  Protestant - no-denomination 19 
Presbyterian 6  Christian - no denomination 20 
Free Presbyterian 7  Hindu 21 
Brethren 8  Jewish 22 
United Reform Church 
(URC)/Congregational  

9  Islam/Muslim 23 

Pentecostal 10  Sikh 24 
Church of Scotland 11  Buddhist 25 
Elim Pentecostal 12  Other (WRITE IN) 26 
Reformed Presbyterian 13  Never knew father/does not apply 97 
   (Don't know) 98 
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SLFMXSCH 
Q27 Did you ever attend a mixed or integrated school in Northern Ireland, that is, a school with 

fairly large numbers of both Catholic and Protestant children? 
 

Yes 1 Go to Q27a 
No 2 
(Don’t know 8 Go to Q29 

 
ASK IF CODE 1 AT Q27 
FORMINT 

Q27a Was this a formally integrated school or was it a school that was just fairly mixed? 
 

Integrated school 1 
School that was just fairly mixed 2 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
ASK IF CODE 1 AT Q26 

Q27b Can you tell me the name of all the schools that you attended up to the age of 18, regardless 
of whether they were mixed, integrated or not, as well as the years that you spent at each 
school?  

 INTERVIEWER NOTE: Probe for all schools attended not just integrated ones. 
NOTE: Tech can be included.but only up to the age of 18 

 
Name of school Year started Year ended 
 SCHLST1 SCHLEND1 
 SCHLST2 SCHLEND2 
 SCHLST3 SCHLEND3 
   

 
 

CONTB4IE 
Q28 How much contact did you have with the other main religious community before attending 

your first mixed or integrated school, would you say ‘a lot’, ‘a little’ or ‘hardly any’? 
 

A lot 1 
A little 2 
Hardly any 3 
(Am not a member of one of the two main religious communities) 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
 

CHDMXSCH 
Q29 And has any child in your care ever attended a mixed or integrated school in Northern Ireland, 

with fairly large numbers of both Catholics and Protestants attending? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
My children are not yet at school 3 
Never had any children (in my care) 4 
(Don't know) 8 

 

39 

http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Background/CHDMXSCH.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Background/CONTB4IE.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Background/FORMINT.html
http://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/2006/Background/SLFMXSCH.html


Northern Ireland Life & Times Survey 2006 Background Section
 

PERSINCM 
Q30 What is your personal income before tax and national insurance contributions? 

Please just give me the number on the card. 
SHOWCARD  
INCLUDE ALL INCOME FROM EMPLOYMENT AND BENEFITS  

 
Under £3,000 per year  (less than £60 per week) 1 
£3,000 - £3,999 per year (£60 - £80 per week) 2 
£4,000 - £6,999 per year (£80 - £135 per week) 3 
£7,000 - £9,999 per year (£135 - £195 per week) 4 
£10,000 - £14,999 per year (£195 - £290 per week) 5 
£15,000 - £19,999 per year (£290 - £385 per week) 6 
£20,000 - £25,999 per year (£385 - £500 per week) 7 
£26,000 - £29,999 per year (£500 - £580 per week) 8 
£30,000 - £39,999 per year (£580 - £770 per week) 9 
£40,000 -£49,999 per year (£770- £960 per week) 10 
£50,000+ per year (£960+ per week) 11 
I DO NOT WISH TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION 12 
(Don't know) 98 

 
IF NO OTHER ADULTS IN HHLD FORWARD WRITE CODE FROM PREVIOUS 
QUESTION 
HHLDINCM 

Q31 And what is the total income of your household from all sources before tax and national 
insurance contributions?  Please just give me the number on the card. 
SHOWCARD  
INCLUDE ALL INCOME FROM EMPLOYMENT AND BENEFITS 

 
Under £3,000 per annum (less than £60 per week) 1 
£3,000 - £3,999 per annum (£60 - £80 per week) 2 
£4,000 - £6,999 per annum (£80 - £135 per week) 3 
£7,000 - £9,999 per annum (£135 - £195 per week) 4 
£10,000 - £14,999 per annum (£195 - £290 per week) 5 
£15,000 - £19,999 per annum (£290 - £385 per week) 6 
£20,000 - £25,999 per annum (£385 - £500 per week) 7 
£26,000 - £29,999 per annum (£500 - £580 per week) 8 
£30,000 - £39,999 per annum (£580 - £770 per week) 9 
£40,000 -£49,999 per year (£770- £960 per week) 10 
£50,000+ per year (£960+ per week) 11 
I DO NOT WISH TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION 12 
(Don't know) 98 

 
 

ORIENT 
Q32 Can you tell me which of these best describes you? 

Please just give me the number on the card.  SHOWCARD 
 

I am ‘gay’ or ‘lesbian’ (homosexual) 1 
I am heterosexual or ‘straight’ 2 
I am bi-sexual 3 
Other WRITE IN 4 
I do not wish to answer this question 5 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THIS INTERVIEW 
READ OUT: If you are interested in the survey results you might like to take a look at the survey 

website at www.ark.ac.uk/nilt. 
The results from this years survey will be put on the website in anonymised form in June 2007. 
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