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SECTION 1:  Introductory Questions 

 
LIVEAREA 

Q1 How long have you lived in the town (city, village) where you live now? 
 

  
                                    Number of years 
                 (If less than 1 year code 00) 

 
 
OUTOFNI 

Q2 Have you ever lived outside of Northern Ireland for more than six months? 
 

Yes 1  
No 2 Go to Q3 

 
ASK IF LIVED OUTSIDE OF NORTHERN IRELAND 
ELSEUK ROIRELND OUTBISLE 

Q2a Was that elsewhere in the United Kingdom, in the Republic of Ireland or outside the British 
Isles? 
CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY 
NOTE: IF ISLE OF MAN, CODE ‘ELSEWHERE IN THE UK’ 

 
 Yes No 
Elsewhere in the United Kingdom 1 2 
Republic of Ireland 1 2 
Outside the British Isles 1 2 

 
 

PLACELIV 
Q3 Would you describe the place where you live as ... 
 

... a big city, 1 
the suburbs or outskirts of a big city, 2 
a small city or town, 3 
a country village,  4 
or, a farm or home in the country? 5 

 
 

UOUTNI 
Q4   Were either you or your spouse/partner born outside Northern Ireland? 
 

Yes – self 1 
Yes – partner 2 
Yes – both 3 
No 4 

 
 

PAROUTNI 
Q5   And were either of your parents born outside Northern Ireland? 
 IF YES: One or both? 
 

Neither parent born outside Northern Ireland 1 
Yes – one parent born outside Northern Ireland 2 
Yes – both parents born outside NI 3 
(Don’t know) 8 
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NIECON1 
Q6 Looking back over the last year or so, would you say that Northern Ireland’s economy has... 

READ OUT 
... got stronger, 1 
got weaker 2 
or, stayed about the same? 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
NIECON2 

Q7 And looking back over the last ten years, would you say that Northern Ireland’s economy has...  
READ OUT 

... got stronger, 1 
got weaker 2 
or, stayed about the same? 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
HINCPAST 

Q8 Looking back over the last year or so, would you say that your household's income has... 
READ OUT... 

...fallen behind prices, 1 
kept up with prices, 2 
or, gone up by more than prices? 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
SPEND1 SPEND2 

Q9 Here are some items of government spending.  Which of them, if any, would be your highest 
priority for extra spending?  Please read through the whole list before deciding. 
SHOWCARD 

 
Q9b And which next? 
 

 a    Highest priority b    Next priority 
Education 1 1 
Defence 2 2 
Health 3 3 
Housing 4 4 
Public transport 5 5 
Roads 6 6 
Police and prisons 7 7 
Social security benefits 8 8 
Help for industry 9 9 
Overseas aid 10 10 
(None of these) 11 11 
(Don’t know) 98 98 

 
 
S1RSEX 

Q10 INTERVIEWER CHECK 
Respondent is ... 

Male 1 
Female 2 
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READPAP 
Q11 Do you normally read any daily morning newspaper at least 3 times a week? 
 

Yes 1 Ask Q11a 
No 2 
Don’t know 8 Go to Q12 

 
WHPAPER 

Q11a Which one do you normally read? 
 IF MORE THAN ONE: Which one do you read most frequently? 
  

Daily Express 1 
Daily Mail 2 
Daily Mirror/Record 3 
Daily Star 4 
The Sun 5 
Daily Telegraph 6 
Financial Times 7 
The Guardian 8 
The Independent 9 
The Times 10 
Morning Star 11 
The News Letter 12 
The Irish News 13 
The Irish Times 14 
Other Irish/Northern Irish/Scottish regional or other local 
daily morning newspaper (write in) 94 

Other – write in 95 
Don’t know 98 

  
 

TVNEWS 
Q12 Do you normally watch any of these Northern Ireland television news programs on this card 

at least three times a week? 
 SHOWCARD   
 FOR RESPONDENTS WHO ONLY WATCH SHORT BULLETINS, CODE YES 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 

 
 
INTWWW 

Q13 Does anyone have access to the internet or World Wide Web from this address? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
Don’t know 8 

 
 

INTLEIS 
Q14 Do you yourself ever use the internet or World Wide Web for any reason (other than your 

work)? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
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SECTION 2:  Education 
 
Now some questions about education. 
 
 

EDPRIOR1 EDPRIOR2 
Q1 Which of the groups on this card, if any, would be your highest priority for extra 

government spending on education? 
SHOWCARD 

 
Q2 And which is your next highest priority? 
  
 

 Highest priority Next highest priority 
Nursery or pre-school children 1 1 
Primary school children 2 2 
Secondary school children 3 3 
Less able children with special needs 4 4 
Students at colleges or university 5 5 
None of these 6 6 
(Don’t know) 8 8 

 
 

IMPPRIM1 IMPPRIM2 
Q3 Here are a number of things that some people think would improve education in our schools.  

Which do you think would be the most useful one for improving the education of children in 
primary schools aged 4 to11 years? Please look at the whole list before deciding. 

 SHOWCARD 
 
Q4 And what do you think would be the next most useful one for children in primary schools? 
 
 

 Most useful Next most useful 
More information available about individual schools 1 1 
More links between parents and schools 2 2 
More resources for buildings, books and equipment 3 3 
Better quality teachers 4 4 
Smaller class sizes 5 5 
More emphasis on exams and tests 6 6 
More emphasis on developing the child’s skills and interests 7 7 
Better leadership within individual schools 8 8 
Other – write in 9 9 
(Don’t know) 98 98 
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IMPSEC1 IMPSEC2 
Q5 And what do you think would be the most useful thing for improving the education of 

children in secondary and grammar schools aged 11 to 18 years? 
 
Q6 And what do you think would be the next most useful one for children in secondary and 

grammar schools? 
 

 Most useful Next most useful 
More information available about individual schools 1 1 
More links between parents and schools 2 2 
More resources for buildings, books and equipment 3 3 
Better quality teachers 4 4 
Smaller class sizes 5 5 
More emphasis on exams and tests 6 6 
More emphasis on developing the child’s skills and interests 7 7 
More training and preparation for jobs 8 8 
Better leadership within individual schools 9 9 
Other – write in 10 10 
(Don’t know) 98 98 

 
 

Q7 Here are some statements about the 11+ test in Northern Ireland. How much do you agree or 
disagree with each of these statements about the selection system?   
SHOWCARD 

 
 

Strongly 
agree Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

(Can’t 
choose) 

Q11PLUS1 
The 11+ puts too much 
pressure on 10 and 11 year 
olds 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

Q11PLUS2 
Selection has to happen at 
some time in a child’s 
education 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

Q11PLUS3 
A system of separate 
secondary and grammar 
schools is unfair 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

Q11PLUS4 
Grammar schools provide the 
best standard of education 
anywhere in the UK 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

Q11PLUS5 
The 11+ system means that 
most children feel that they 
are failures 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

Q11PLUS6 
The 11+ is a good measure 
of ability 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

Q11PLUS7 
Children are far too young at 
age 10 or 11 for selection 
tests 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

Q11PLUS8 
Children who don’t get 
places at grammar schools 
still get a first class education 

1 2 3 4 5 8 
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CHANGE11 
Q8 Thinking about proposals to change the selection system, do you think that the current 

system of the 11+ test and then secondary or grammar schools works well enough as it is 
now or should it be changed? 

 
Works well enough as it is now 1 Go to Q10 
Should be changed 2  
Other – write in 3  
(Don’t know) 8  

 
 
GRAMOR11 

Q9 Do you think that it is the 11+ test that needs to be changed, the secondary and grammar 
school system or both? 

 
The 11+ test 1 
Secondary and grammar system 2 
Both 3 
Other – write in 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

SEXEDUC 
Q10 I would now like your views on the part schools should play in providing sex education to 

children and young people.  Which of these statements best describes your views on this 
issue? 

 SHOWCARD 
 

Sex education should only be taught by parents 1 Go next section 
Certain topics should be taught by schools but most sex 
education should come from the parents 2 

Sex education should be shared equally between parents and 
teachers 3 

Schools should teach most sex education topics but certain 
issues should be taught by parents 4 

All sex education should be dealt with by schools 5 
(Don’t know) 8 

Go to Q11 
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Q11 In your view, what topics should sex education classes in school cover. 

Please read out the letter beside the topics you think should be covered. 
SHOWCARD 

 
 Topic Yes No 

A 
SEXED1 
The physical changes associated with growing up 1 2 

B 
SEXED2 
The biological facts of life 1 2 

C 
SEXED3 
Pregnancy and childbirth 1 2 

D 
SEXED4 
Menstruation 1 2 

E 
SEXED5 
Abortion 1 2 

F 
SEXED6 
Contraception 1 2 

G 
SEXED7 
HIV and Aids 1 2 

H 
SEXED8 
Other sexually transmitted diseases 1 2 

I 
SEXED9 
Sexual feelings and relationships 1 2 

J 
SEXED10 
Homosexuality/Lesbianism 1 2 

K 
SEXED11 
Emotions and relationships 1 2 

L 
SEXED12 
Religious and moral values associated with sexuality 1 2 

M 
SEXED13 
Marriage and family life 1 2 

N 
SEXED14 
Childcare 1 2 

O 
SEXED15 
Menopause 1 2 

 
SEXEDALL 
All of these 1 2 

 
SEXEDDK 
(Don’t know) 1 2 
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SECTION 3:  Attitudes to older people 
 
The next section is about older people in Northern Ireland.  Can I just check, what age were you last 
birthday?  

 
S3RAGE   
Age   

 
 
Thinking about older people in Northern Ireland, that is people in their 50’s and over… 
 

OTREAT 
Q1 Do you think that older people are, on the whole, treated better or worse than people in the 

general population in this country because of their age? 
 

Better 1 
Worse 2 
The same 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

ORESPECT 
Q2 As you get older, do you find that people treat you with more respect or less respect? 
 

More respect 1 
Less respect 2 
(About the same) 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

AUTHOLD 
Q3 Do you think that the authorities in Northern Ireland do all they should for older people, do 

too much, or do not do enough? 
 

Do all they should 1 Go to Q4 
Do too much 2 Go to Q4 
Do not do enough 3 Ask Q3a 
(Don’t know) 8 Go to Q4 

 
 

WAUTHOLD 
Q3a In what way do the authorities not do enough? 
 

 
(Don’t know) 8 
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Q4 What do you think are the main problems facing older people in Northern Ireland today? 

SHOWCARD    CODE ALL THAT APPLY 

 Yes No 
OPROB1 
Making ends meet 1 2 

OPROB2 
Fear of crime 1 2 

OPROB3 
Loneliness 1 2 

OPROB4 
Transport 1 2 

OPROB5 
Lack of respect 1 2 

OPROB6 
Keeping warm in winter 1 2 

OPROB7 
Getting employment 1 2 

OPROB8 
Access to healthcare 1 2 

OPROBALL 
All of these 1 2 

OPROBOTH 
(Other – Write in) 1 2 

OPROBDK 
(Don’t know) 1 2 

 
Q5 For each of these statements about older people, I would like you to tell me if you agree 

strongly, agree slightly, disagree slightly, or disagree strongly 
 

 Agree 
strongly 

Agree 
slightly 

Disagree 
slightly 

Disagree 
strongly 

(Don’t 
know) 

OPADMIRE 
Older people are admired and respected 
by young people 

1 2 3 4 8 

GIVUPWRK 
People in their 50s should give up work 
to make way for younger people 

1 2 3 4 8 

OPSETWAY 
Older people are too set in their ways 
and ideas 

1 2 3 4 8 

OPLSTNYP 
Older people are not willing to listen to 
young people’s views 

1 2 3 4 8 

OPRIGHTS 
Older people should stand up more 
actively for their own rights 

1 2 3 4 8 

OPYPMIX 
Older people and young people should 
mix together more often socially 

1 2 3 4 8 

OPPRICES 
All older people should be given 
reduced prices for things like gas, 
electricity, telephone and transport 

1 2 3 4 8 

OPYOUNG 
These days older people are much 
younger in their ways 

1 2 3 4 8 

NOTRECOP 
Society doesn’t recognise the 
contribution that many older people are 
still able to make 

1 2 3 4 8 
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Q6 Do you think that health and social care workers treat older people differently with regard 

to…READ OUT… 
 

 Yes No Don’t know 
HSCWOP1 
…their attitudes to them? 1 2 8 

HSCWOP2 
…the treatment of their illnesses? 1 2 8 

HSCWOP3 
…when placing them on waiting lists for tests and operations 1 2 8 

 
 

ULESSDIG 
ASK OLDER RESPONDENTS [50 and over] 

Q7  Have you ever felt that you were treated with less dignity and respect by people in the 
health and social care professions because of your age?  

 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

UNOTMED 
ASK OLDER RESPONDENTS [50 and over] 

Q8 And have you ever felt that you were not offered medical treatment that might have helped 
you because of your age? 

 
Yes 1 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

FLESSDIG 
ASK ALL 

Q9 Have you ever felt that a friend or family member was treated with less dignity and respect 
by people in the health and social care professions because of their age?  

 
Yes 1 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

FNOTMED 
ASK ALL 

Q10 And have you ever felt that a friend or family member was not offered medical treatment 
that might have helped them because of their age? 

 
Yes 1 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 
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OPLKWORK 
Q11 Do you think that people in their 50’s and 60’s who are looking for work are generally 

treated better or worse than younger people by prospective employers? 
 

Better 1 
Worse 2 
The same 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

FS50PEN 
Q12 Financial services play an important part in all our lives – credit, hire purchase, loans, 

mortgages, insurance and so on.  Thinking first of people in their fifties and up to retirement 
age, which of these two statements comes closest to your own view? 

 SHOWCARD 
 

Older people get as good a deal from this sector as anyone else 1 
Older people are treated less favourably by the financial sector 
because of their age 2 

(Don’t know) 8 
 
 

FSOVPEN 
Q13 And now thinking of people over retirement age, which of these two statements comes 

closest to your own view? 
 SHOWCARD 
 

Older people get as good a deal from this sector as anyone else 1 
Older people are treated less favourably by the financial sector 
because of their age 2 

(Don’t know) 8 
 
 

UDISCFS 
ASK OLDER RESPONDENTS [50 and over] 

Q14 Have you ever felt that you were not treated as well as you might have been by people in the 
financial sector because of your age? 

  
Yes 1 Ask Q14a 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 Go to Q15 

 
WUDISCFS 

Q14a In what way were you not treated well? 
 

 
 

 
FDISCFS 
ASK ALL 

Q15 Have you ever felt that a friend or family member was not treated as well as they might have 
been by people in the financial sector because of their age? 

 
Yes 1 Ask Q15a 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 Go to Q16 
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WFDISCFS 
Q15a In what way were they not treated well? 
 

 
 

 
 

RETPDEMP 
Q16 Do you think that people over the state retirement age should be encouraged to stay in paid 

employment, discouraged from staying in paid employment, or neither? 
 

Encouraged 1 
Discouraged 2 
Neither 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
Q17 Let’s talk about older people who are working.  Do you think that older workers are 

discriminated against with regard to…READ OUT… 
 

 Yes No (Don’t know) 
OWJBREC 
Job recruitment 1 2 8 

OWJBPROM 
Job promotion 1 2 8 

OWJBTRAN 
Job training 1 2 8 

OWJBSTAT 
Status or position in their organisation 1 2 8 

 
 

UDISCEMP 
ASK OLDER RESPONDENTS [50 and over] 

Q18 Have you ever felt that you were not treated as well as you might have been by an employer 
because of your age? 

 
Yes 1 Ask Q18a 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 Go to Q19 

 
WUDISCEM 

Q18a In what way were you not treated well? 
 

 
 

 
 

FDISCEMP 
ASK ALL 

Q19 Have you ever felt that a friend or family member was not treated as well as they might have 
been by an employer because of their age? 

 
Yes 1 Ask Q19a 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 Go to Q20 
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WFDISCEM 
Q19a In what way were they not treated well? 
 

 
 

 
 

DISEMP50 
Q20 As far as you know, is it against the law, or not, for an employer to refuse to take on a 

person simply because they are older – say in their fifties? 
PROMPT: If you don’t know, just say so. 
 

Yes it is illegal 1 
No it isn’t illegal 2 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

LWEMPAGE 
Q21 Are you in favour or against laws making it illegal to refuse to employ someone simply 

because of their age?   
SHOWCARD 

  
Strongly in favour 1 
In favour 2 
Neither in favour nor against 3 
Against 4 
Strongly against 5 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

DISGDS50 
Q22 As far as you know, is it against the law, or not, for someone providing goods and services 

to refuse someone access to those goods or services simply because they are older? 
PROMPT: Again, if you don’t know, just say so. 

 
Against the law 1 
Not against the law 2 
Depends 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

LWGDSAGE 
Q23 Are you in favour or against laws making it illegal to refuse someone access to goods and 

services because they are older?   
SHOWCARD 

  
Strongly in favour 1 
In favour 2 
Neither in favour nor against 3 
Against 4 
Strongly against 5 
(Don’t know) 8 
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FIXRTAGE 
Q24 Thinking now about retirement.  Which of these two statements comes closest to your own 

view? 
 SHOWCARD 
 

A fixed retirement age is unfair to older workers who may wish to 
keep working past retirement age and have the right to do so 1 

It’s better to have a set age for everyone so people know where they 
are and can plan 2 

(Other –write in) 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

WKRETAGE 
ASK IF UNDER RETIREMENT AGE 

Q25 And what about you personally, would you prefer to work beyond the current retirement 
age, to retire at the current retirement age, or to retire early?  

 
Prefer to work beyond the current retirement age 1 
Prefer to retire at the current retirement age 2 
Prefer to retire early 3 
(It depends) 4 
(Already retired) 5 
(Not working for other reasons) 6 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

RETGRAD 
ASK IF UNDER RETIREMENT AGE 

Q25a Some people say they would prefer to retire gradually, either working part-time up to 
retirement or part-time after retirement. Would you yourself be interested in either or both of 
these options? 

 
Yes - part-time up to retirement age 1 
Yes - part after retirement age 2 
Yes - both 3 
No 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

JOBSEC 
Q26 Suppose two people who are both equally well qualified apply for a job as a secretary.  One 

is a 52 year old married woman and the other is a married woman of 24.  If you were the 
employer would you want to offer the job to the older woman or to the younger woman?   

 
Would want to offer it to older woman 1 
Would want to offer it to younger woman 2 
(It depends) 3 
(Other, write in) 4 
Don’t know 8 

 
 
s3q26a1-s3q26a6  s3q26b1-s3q26b8 

Q26a Why would you prefer to offer the job to the younger/older woman? 
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HEARTOP 
Q27 Suppose a young man with three children and an older man of 70 are both on the waiting list 

for a heart by-pass operation.  They are both equally in need and have been on the waiting 
list for exactly the same time. If you were the surgeon and had a choice, which man would 
you prefer to treat first?   

 
Younger man first 1 
Older man first 2 
(It depends) 3 
(Other, write in) 4 
Don’t know 8 

 
 

PEN7745 
Q28 In general, do you think that a pension of £77.45 per week for someone with a full 

contribution record is a good deal, a reasonable deal or a poor deal? 
 

A good deal 1 
A reasonable deal 2 
A poor deal 3 
(Other – write in) 4 
Don’t know 8 

 
 

STFINPEN 
Q29 And, taking account of other benefits provided for pensioners, do you think that the financial 

provision made by the state is…READ OUT… 
 

…very adequate 1 
adequate 2 
inadequate 3 
or, very inadequate? 4 
(Other – write in) 5 
Don’t know 8 

 
 

OMARR50 
Q30 Do you think that most people in Northern Ireland would mind or not mind if a close 

relative in her twenties wanted to marry a man in his fifties? 
IF WOULD MIND:  A lot or a little? 

 
Would mind a lot 1 
Would mind a little 2 
Would not mind 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
SMARR50 

Q31   And you personally?  Would you mind or not mind? 
IF WOULD MIND:  A lot or a little? 

 
Would mind a lot 1 
Would mind a little 2 
Would not mind 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 16

Attitudes_to_Older_People/HEARTOP.html
Attitudes_to_Older_People/PEN7745.html
Attitudes_to_Older_People/STFINPEN.html
Attitudes_to_Older_People/OMARR50.html
Attitudes_to_Older_People/SMARR50.html


Northern Ireland Life & Times Survey 2003 Section 4: Political Attitudes
 
SECTION 4:  Political Attitudes 
 

Now some questions about politics. 
NISUPPTY 

Q1 Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a supporter of any one political party? 
 

Yes 1 Go to Q3 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 Ask Q2 

 
 
NICLSPTY 

Q2 Do you think of yourself as a little closer to one political party than to others? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

NIPTYID1 
Q3 IF YES AT Q1 OR Q2:  Which one? 

IF NO/DON’T KNOW AT Q2:  If there were a general election tomorrow, which political 
party do you think you would be most likely to support? 

 
Conservative 1 
Labour 2 
Liberal Democrat 3 

Ask Q3a 

Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) 4 
Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP) 5 
DUP/Democratic Unionist Party 6 
Alliance Party 7 
Sinn Féin 8 
Progressive Unionist Party (PUP) 9 
Women's Coalition 11 
Other Party (write in) 15 

Go to Q3b 

None 16 
Other answer – write in 17 
(Don't know) 98 

Go to Q4 

 
 

IF 'CONSERVATIVE', 'LABOUR' OR 'LIBERAL DEMOCRAT'  
NIPTYID3 

Q3a If there were a general election in which only Northern Ireland parties were standing, which 
one do you think you would be most likely to support? 

 
Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) 4 
Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP) 5 
DUP/Democratic Unionist Party 6 
Alliance Party 7 
Sinn Fein 8 
Progressive Unionist Party (PUP) 9 
Women's Coalition 11 
Other Party (write in) 15 

Ask Q3b 

None 16 
Other answer  - write in 17 
(Don't know) 98 

Go to Q4 
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NIIDSTRN 
Q3b Would you call yourself very strong…(name of Northern Ireland party) …fairly strong, or not 

very strong? 
 

Very strong 1 
Fairly strong 2 
Not very strong 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

ELECTO3 
Q4 INTERVIEWER CHECK 
 Have 2003 Northern Ireland Assembly Elections been held yet? 
 

Yes 1 Go to Q4b 
No 2 Go to Q4a 

 
 
NIA03A 

Q4a And which party would you vote for as your first preference in the next Northern Ireland 
Assembly elections? 
DO NOT PROMPT 

 
 

NIA03B 
Q4b And which party did you vote for as your first preference in the recent Northern Ireland 

Assembly elections? 
DO NOT PROMPT 

 
Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) 1 
Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP) 2 
DUP/Democratic Unionist Party 3 
Alliance Party 4 
Sinn Fein 5 
Progressive Unionist Party (PUP) 6 
Women's Coalition 8 
Other Party (write in) 11 
(Did not vote) 12 
(Not eligible/Too young to vote) 13 
Refused  15 
Don't know 98 

 
 

BESTNIA 
Q5 Some people say that it makes no difference which party wins in elections, things go on 

much the same.  Using this card please say how much of a difference you think it makes 
who does best in elections to the Northern Ireland Assembly. 
SHOWCARD 

 
A great deal 1 
Quite a lot 2 
Some 3 
Not very much 4 
None at all 5 
(Don’t know) 8 

 

 18

Political_Attitudes/ELECT03.html
Political_Attitudes/NIA03A.html
Political_Attitudes/NIA03B.html
Political_Attitudes/BESTNIA.html


Northern Ireland Life & Times Survey 2003 Section 4: Political Attitudes
 

BESTUKHC 
Q6 And how much of a difference do you think it makes who wins in general elections to the 

UK House of Commons? 
 SHOWCARD 
 

A great deal 1 
Quite a lot 2 
Some 3 
Not very much 4 
None at all 5 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

VOTENI 
Q7 May I just check, thinking back to the last general election – that is the one in 2001 – do you 

remember which party you voted for then, or perhaps you didn’t vote in that election? 
 IF YES: Which party was that? 

IF NECESSARY, SAY: The one where Tony Blair won against William Hague? 
 

Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) 1 
Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP) 2 
DUP/Democratic Unionist Party 3 
Alliance Party 4 
Sinn Fein 5 
Progressive Unionist Party (PUP) 6 
Women's Coalition 8 
Other Party (WRITE IN) 11 
(Did not vote) 12 
(Not eligible/Too young to vote) 13 
(Refused to disclose voting) 15 
(Don't know) 98 

 
 

UNINATID 
Q8   Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a unionist, a nationalist or neither? 
 

Unionist 1 
Nationalist 2 
Neither 3 
(Other – write in) 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

UNTDIREL 
Q9 At any time in the next 20 years, do you think it is likely or unlikely that there will be a United 

Ireland?    
PROBE: Very likely/unlikely or quite likely/unlikely? 

 
Very likely 1 
Quite likely 2 
Quite unlikely 3 
Very unlikely 4 
(Even chance) 5 
(Don’t know) 8 
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NIRELAND 
Q10 Do you think the long-term policy for Northern Ireland should be for it…READ OUT… 
 

… to remain part of the United Kingdom 1 Ask Q10a and not Q10b 
or, to reunify with the rest of Ireland? 2 Go to Q10b 
(Independent state) 3  
Other answer (WRITE IN) 4 Ask Q10a and then Q10b 
(Don't know) 8  

 
 

FUTURE1 
Q10a If the majority of people in Northern Ireland ever voted to become part of a United Ireland 

do you think you…READ OUT… 
 

… would find this almost impossible to accept, 1 
Would not like it, but could live with it if you had to, 2 
or, would happily accept the wishes of the majority? 3 
(Don't know) 8 

 
 

FUTURE2 
Q10b If the majority of people in Northern Ireland never voted to become part of a United Ireland do 

you think you…READ OUT… 
 

… would find this almost impossible to accept, 1 
Would not like it, but could live with it if you had to, 2 
Or, would happily accept the wishes of the majority? 3 
(Don't know) 8 

 
 

AACHIEVE 
Q11 Overall, do you think that the last Northern Ireland Assembly achieved…READ OUT… 
 

…a lot, 1 
a little, 2 
or, nothing at all? 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

AERUNNI 
Q12 And how good a job do you think the Assembly and Executive did in the ordinary day-to-

day running of Northern Ireland?  Would you say…READ OUT… 
 

A good job, 1 
Neither a good nor a bad job 2 
Or, a bad job? 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

DRRUNNI 
Q13 And how good a job do you think the present government under Direct Rule is doing in the 

ordinary day to day running of Northern Ireland?  Would you say…READ OUT… 
 

A good job. 1 
Neither a good nor a bad job 2 
Or, a bad job? 3 
(Don’t know) 8 
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NIAABOL 
Q14 If, in the future, the Northern Ireland Assembly were to be abolished and Northern Ireland 

were to be governed as it was before devolution, would you be…READ OUT… 
 

…pleased, 1 
sorry, 2 
or, not mind much either way 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

GOODFRI 
Q15 Thinking back to the Good Friday Agreement now, would you say that it has benefited 

unionists more than nationalists, nationalists more than unionists, or that unionists and 
nationalists have benefited equally?  PROBE:  A lot more or a little more? 

 
Unionists benefited a lot more than nationalists 1 
Unionists benefited a little more than nationalists 2 
Nationalists benefited a lot more than unionists 3 
Nationalists benefited a little more than unionists 4 
Unionists and nationalists benefited equally 5 
Other – write in 6 
(Neither side benefited) 7 
(Don't know) 8 

 
 

VOTEGFA 
Q16 If the vote on the Good Friday Agreement was held again today, how would you vote? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
I wouldn't vote 3 
Not registered to vote 4 
(Don’t know) 8 
(Refused) 9 

 
 

HOWVOTE 
Q17 And how did you vote in 1998 when the referendum on the Agreement was held? 
 

I voted Yes 1 
I voted No 2 
I didn't vote 3 
I wasn't registered to vote 4 
(Don’t know/Can’t remember) 8 
(Refused) 9 

 
 

VIEWGFA 
Q18 There are a number of different opinions on the Agreement. Please read these four 

statements and tell me which one is closest to your own opinion. 
 SHOWCARD AND READ OPTIONS IN FULL 
 

The Agreement is basically right and just needs to be implemented in full 1 
The Agreement is basically right but the specifics need to be renegotiated 2 
The Agreement is basically wrong and should be renegotiated 3 
The Agreement is basically wrong and should be abandoned 4 
(Don’t know) 8 
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GOVTWORK 
Q19 Which of these statements best describes your opinion on the present system of governing in 

the UK? 
 SHOWCARD 
 

Works extremely well and could not be improved 1 
Could be improved in small ways but mainly works well 2 
Could be improved quite a lot 3 
Needs a great deal of improvement 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
Q20 Please choose a phrase from this card to say how much you agree or disagree with these 

statements.  
SHOWCARD 

 
 

Agree 
strongly Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree Disagree 

Disagree 
strongly 

Don’t 
know 

LOSETCH 
Generally speaking those we elect 
lose touch with people pretty 
quickly 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

VOTEINTR 
Parties are only interested in 
people’s votes, not in their 
opinions 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

 
 

DEVUK 
Q21 And thinking about devolution as a whole - that is the creation of local assemblies in Wales 

and Northern Ireland and the new parliament in Scotland.  Do you think that devolution has 
strengthened the UK as a whole, has it weakened it, or has it made no difference? 

 
Strengthened 1 
Weakened 2 
Made no difference 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

GOVINTNI 
Q22 How much do you trust the UK government to work in Northern Ireland’s best long-term 

interest?  Please take your answer from this card. 
SHOWCARD 

 
Just about always 1 
Most of the time 2 
Only some of the time 3 
Almost never 4 
(Don’t know) 8 
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NIAINTNI 
Q23 Still using the card, how much do you trust a Northern Ireland Assembly to work in Northern 

Ireland’s best interests? 
 SHOWCARD 
 

Just about always 1 
Most of the time 2 
Only some of the time 3 
Almost never 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
Q24 Please say which, if any, of the words on this card describes the way you think of yourself.  

Please choose as many or as few as apply. 
PROBE:  Any other?  SHOWCARD 
 

 Yes No  
IDBRIT 
British 1 2  

IDENG 
English 1 2  

IDEUR 
European 1 2  

IDIRISH 
Irish 1 2  

IDNIRISH 
Northern Irish 1 2  

IDSCOT 
Scottish 1 2  

IDULSTER 
Ulster 1 2  

IDWELSH 
Welsh 1 2  

IDOTHER 
Other answer (WRITE IN) 1 2 

IDNONE 
None of these 1 2 

Go to Q26 

 
 
ONLY ASK IF MORE THAN ONE ANSWER GIVEN AT Q24 
IDENTITY 

Q25 And if you had to choose, which one best describes the way you think of yourself?  CODE 
ONE ONLY 

 
British 1 
English 2 
European 3 
Irish 4 
Northern Irish 5 
Scottish 6 
Ulster 7 
Welsh 8 
Other answer – write in 9 
(Don’t know) 98 
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PROUDBR 
Q26   How proud are you of being British or do you not see yourself as British at all? 
 

Very proud 1 
Somewhat proud 2 
Not very proud 3 
Not at all proud 4 
Don’t see self as British at all 5 
(Other – write in) 6 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

PROUDIR 
Q 27  And how proud are you of being Irish, or do you not see yourself as Irish at all? 

Very proud 1 
Somewhat proud 2 
Not very proud 3 
Not at all proud 4 
Don’t see self as Irish at all 5 
(Other – write in) 6 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

FLAGUJ 
Q28 Now some questions about flags.  When you see the Union Jack, does it make you feel 

proud, hostile or do you not feel much either way? 
 IF PROUD/HOSTILE:  Is that very proud/hostile or just a bit proud/hostile? 
 

Very proud 1 
A bit proud 2 
Does not feel much either way 3 
A bit hostile 4 
Very hostile 5 
(It depends) 6 
Other – write in 7 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

FLAGTRI 
Q29 And when you see the Irish tricolour, does it make you feel proud, hostile or do you not feel 

much either way? 
 IF PROUD/HOSTILE:  Is that very proud/hostile or just a bit proud/hostile? 
 

Very proud 1 
A bit proud 2 
Does not feel much either way 3 
A bit hostile 4 
Very hostile 5 
(It depends) 6 
Other – write in 7 
(Don’t know) 8 
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OUGHTINF 
Q30 Which of these do you think ought to have most influence over the way Northern Ireland is 

run?   SHOWCARD 
 

A Northern Ireland Assembly 1 
The UK government at Westminster 2 
Local councils in Northern Ireland 3 
Or, the European Union? 4 
Other – write in 5 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
Q31 After devolution, many areas of government in Northern Ireland came under the control of 

the Assembly.  For each of these in turn, can you tell me whether you think it got better 
under the last Northern Ireland Assembly, got worse, or stayed the same? 

  
 

Better Worse Same  
Other answer 

(write in) Don’t know 
DEVEDUC 
Education 1 2 3 4 8 

DEVHEAL 
Health 1 2 3 4 8 

DEVECON 
The economy 1 2 3 4 8 

 
 
Q32 And after the suspension of the last Assembly, can you tell me whether you think each of 

these got better under Direct Rule, got worse, or stayed the same? 
 

 
Better Worse Same 

Other answer 
(write in) Don’t know 

DREDUC 
Education 1 2 3 4 8 

DRHEAL 
Health 1 2 3 4 8 

DRECON 
The economy 1 2 3 4 8 

 
 

ROIINNI 
Q33 To what extent do you think the Republic of Ireland should be involved in Northern 

Ireland’s affairs, …READ OUT…Would you say…  
 

a lot, 1 
a little, 2 
or, not at all? 3 
(Other  - write in) 4 
(Don’t know) 8 
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UKINWRLD 
Q34 How much influence would you say that the UK has in the world nowadays? 
 

A great deal 1 
Quite a lot 2 
Some 3 
Not very much 4 
None at all 5 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

SHAREPWR 
Q35 How much do you agree or disagree with this statement?   

Any Northern Ireland government should have to ensure that Protestants and Catholics share 
power. 
SHOWCARD 

 
Strongly agree 1 
Agree 2 
Neither agree nor disagree 3 
Disagree 4 
Strongly disagree  5 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

REFORMOK 
Q36 Do you think that the reform of the police in Northern Ireland has gone too far, has not gone 

far enough, or is it about right? 
 

Gone too far 1 
Not gone far enough 2 
About right 3 
(Other – write in) 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

VIEWNI 
Q37 Which of these statements comes closest to your view? 

SHOWCARD 
 

Northern Ireland should become independent:  
     separate from the UK and the European Union 
     separate from the UK but part of the European Union 

 
1 
2 

Northern Ireland should remain part of the UK: 
     with its own elected parliament which has law-making and taxation powers 
     with its own elected assembly which has limited law-making powers only      

 
3 
4 

Northern Ireland should remain part of the UK without an elected assembly 5 
Northern Ireland should unify with the Republic of Ireland 6 
(Don’t know) 8 
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PARAVIOL 
Q38 Some people say that paramilitary groups in Northern Ireland are still involved in violence, 

other people say that the ceasefires are intact.  What do you think?  Are there any 
paramilitary groups in Northern Ireland that you think are still involved in violence? 
IF YES:  Which ones? 
SHOWCARD 
 

No - ceasefires are intact 1 
Yes - Republican paramilitaries 2 
Yes – Loyalist paramilitaries  3 
Yes – both Republican and Loyalist paramilitaries 4 
(Other – write in) 5 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

PARAEXEC 
Q39 In general, do you think that parties linked to paramilitary groups who are still involved in 

violence should be allowed to be part of any future Northern Ireland Executive? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(Other – write in) 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

LOYVIOL 
Q40 Thinking about the reasons why some Loyalist groups used violence during the troubles, 

would you say that you have any sympathy with the reasons for the violence - even if you 
don't condone the violence itself?  Would you say you have...READ OUT... 

 
A lot of sympathy 1 
A little sympathy 2 
or, no sympathy at all? 3 
(Don't know) 8 
(Refused / NA) 9 

 
 

REPVIOL 
Q41 And thinking about why some Republican groups used violence during the troubles, would 

you say that you have any sympathy with the reasons for the violence - even if you don't 
condone the violence itself?  Would you say you have...READ OUT... 

 
A lot of sympathy 1 
A little sympathy 2 
or, no sympathy at all? 3 
(Don't know) 8 
(Refused / NA) 9 
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SECTION 5:  Disability 
 
The next questions are about long-standing illnesses and disabilities.  
 
 

DISAB1 
Q1 Do you have a long-standing illness, disability or infirmity?  By long-standing I mean 

anything that has troubled you over a period of time or that is likely to affect you over a 
period of time? 

 
Yes 1 Ask Q1a 
No 2 Go to Q1b 

 
 

LIMDISAB 
Q1a Does this illness or disability limit your activities in any way? 
 

Yes 1 Go to Q2 
No 2 Ask Q1b 

 
 

IF YES TO BOTH Q1 AND Q1A, DO NOT ASK Q1B 
LIMILL 

Q1b Have you ever had a long-term illness that affected your activities? 
LONG-TERM MEANS A YEAR OR MORE 

 
Yes 1 
No 2 

 
 

DISMOVE 
Q2 Would you regard someone with a difficulty getting around or moving from place to place 

as being disabled? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(It depends (e.g. on severity or specific nature of 
condition or impairment)) 3 

(Don’t know) 8 
 
 

DISHANDS 
Q3 Would you regard someone who has difficulties lifting or carrying everyday objects or with 

using their hands as being disabled? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(Depends (e.g. on severity or specific nature of 
condition or impairment)) 3 

(Don’t know) 8 
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DISDISFG 
Q4 (Would you regard) someone with a severe disfigurement such as a malformed limb, a facial 

scar or a skin disease (as being disabled)? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(Depends (e.g. on severity or specific nature of 
condition or impairment)) 3 

(Don’t know) 8 
 
 

DISHEAR 
Q5 (Would you regard) someone with a hearing difficulty (as being disabled)? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(Depends (e.g. on severity or specific nature of 
condition or impairment)) 3 

(Don’t know) 8 
 
 

DISSIGHT 
Q6 (Would you regard) someone who has difficulty seeing, so that they find it hard to read, 

even with glasses (as being disabled)? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(Depends (e.g. on severity or specific nature of 
condition or impairment)) 3 

(Don’t know) 8 
 
 

DISMNILL 
Q7 (Would you regard) someone with a mental illness, such as depression or schizophrenia (as 

being disabled)? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(Depends (e.g. on severity or specific nature of 
condition or impairment)) 3 

(Don’t know) 8 
 

 
DISLEARN 

Q8 (Would you regard) someone with a learning difficulty (as being disabled)? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(Depends (e.g. on severity or specific nature of 
condition or impairment)) 3 

(Don’t know) 8 
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DISSPECH 
Q9 (Would you regard) someone with a speech impairment which affects their ability to 

participate in a spoken conversation (as being disabled)? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(Depends (e.g. on severity or specific nature of 
condition or impairment)) 3 

(Don’t know) 8 
 
 

DISLONG 
Q10 (Would you regard) someone with a long-standing condition such as diabetes, epilepsy or a 

heart condition (as being disabled)? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(Depends (e.g. on severity or specific nature of 
condition or impairment)) 3 

(Don’t know) 8 
 
 

DISPILL 
Q11 (Would you regard) someone with a progressive illness, such as cancer, multiple sclerosis or 

Alzheimer’s disease (as being disabled)? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(Depends (e.g. on severity or specific nature of 
condition or impairment)) 3 

(Don’t know) 8 
 
 

DISRECOV 
Q12 Finally, would you regard someone who had a disability or long-standing illness such as 

cancer or mental illness in the past, but who has now recovered as being disabled? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(Depends (e.g. on severity or specific nature of 
condition or impairment)) 3 

(Don’t know) 8 
 
 

KNOWDIS 
Q13 Do you know anyone (else) who has a disability? 
 

Yes 1 Go to Q14 
No 2 Go to Q15  
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Q14 Who else do you know who has a disability? 
 CODE ALL THAT APPLY 
 

 Yes No 
KNOWDIS1 
Spouse/partner 1 2 

KNOWDIS2 
Member of immediate family 1 2 

KNOWDIS3 
Other relative 1 2 

KNOWDIS4 
Friend 1 2 

KNOWDIS5 
Acquaintance 1 2 

KNOWDIS6 
Colleague/work contact 1 2 

KNOWDIS7 
Other – write in 1 2 
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NOTE:  EACH RESPONDENT IS ASKED ABOUT 3 VIGNETTES AT RANDOM 
(QUESTIONS 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25 ) 

Q15 I am now going to ask about a few hypothetical situations.  I would like to remind you that 
there are no right or wrong answers, only opinions. 
You are queuing up at a small post office.  It is near closing time or last post collection.  A 
person with a speech impairment is taking a long time to be served as they are speaking very 
slowly.  How would you feel?  SHOWCARD   CODE ALL THAT APPLY 

  
 Yes No 
VAFEEL1 
Annoyed, irritated 1 2 

VAFEEL2 
Threatened, frightened 1 2 

VAFEEL3 
Suspicious, dubious 1 2 

VAFEEL4 
Nervous, anxious 1 2 

VAFEEL5 
Uncomfortable, embarrassed 1 2 

VAFEEL6 
Surprised, shocked 1 2 

VAFEEL7 
Curious 1 2 

VAFEEL8 
Worried of adverse reaction/offending person 1 2 

VAFEEL9 
Sorry for the person 1 2 

VAFEEL10 
Understanding, genuinely concerned 1 2 

VAFEEL11 
Fine, would not bother me 1 2 

VAFEEL12 
Other  1 2 

VAFEEL13 
None of these 1 2 

VAFEEL14 
(Don’t know) 1 2 

 
Q16 What, if anything, would you do?  CODE ALL THAT APPLY 
 

 Yes No 
VADO1 
Complain to member of staff immediately 1 2 

VADO2 
Leave/ Go to another Post Office 1 2 

VADO3 
Leave/Come back another day 1 2 

VADO4 
Politely ask another member of staff if they could open another 
window to serve 

1 2 

VADO5 
Nothing, keep waiting 1 2 

VADO6 
Ask Post Office staff if I could help out 1 2 

VADO7 
Ask person being served if I could help out 1 2 

VADO8 
Other 1 2 

VADO9 
(Don’t know) 1 2 
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Q17 You are waiting for a bus.  A scruffily dressed person who looks as though they have not 

washed for some time is in front of you.  They look nervous, and are talking and laughing to 
themselves.  As the bus is arriving they turn round.  While looking at the floor, they ask for 
someone to take the money from their wallet.  They say they can’t touch the money 
themselves as it is dangerous. How would you feel?   
SHOWCARD    CODE ALL THAT APPLY 

 
 Yes No 
VBFEEL1 
Annoyed, irritated 1 2 

VBFEEL2 
Threatened, frightened 1 2 

VBFEEL3 
Suspicious, dubious 1 2 

VBFEEL4 
Nervous, anxious 1 2 

VBFEEL5 
Uncomfortable, embarrassed 1 2 

VBFEEL6 
Surprised, shocked 1 2 

VBFEEL7 
Curious 1 2 

VBFEEL8 
Worried of adverse reaction/offending person 1 2 

VBFEEL9 
Sorry for the person 1 2 

VBFEEL10 
Understanding, genuinely concerned 1 2 

VBFEEL11 
Fine, would not bother me 1 2 

VBFEEL12 
Other  1 2 

VBFEEL13 
None of these 1 2 

VBFEEL14 
(Don’t know) 1 2 

 
Q18 What, if anything, would you do?   CODE ALL THAT APPLY 
 

 Yes No 
VBDO1 
Ignore them completely 1 2 

VBDO2 
Ignore them, somebody else will help out 1 2 

VBDO3 
Refuse to help, unsure if genuine/safety issue 1 2 

VBDO4 
Tell bus driver and get on bus 1 2 

VBDO5 
Assist them only if other people are present 1 2 

VBDO6 
Get help from bus driver/other person (making sure help is given) 1 2 

VBDO7 
Assist quickly with money in order to get on bus 1 2 

VBDO8 
Take time to talk to/reassure person, assist with money 1 2 

VBDO9 
Other 1 2 

VBDO10 
(Don’t know) 1 2 
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Q19 You are walking down the high street and a deaf woman approaches you for some help or 

information.  She makes it clear she cannot communicate other than through sign language.  
How would you feel? 
SHOWCARD    CODE ALL THAT APPLY 

 
 Yes No 
VCFEEL1 
Annoyed, irritated 1 2 

VCFEEL2 
Threatened, frightened 1 2 

VCFEEL3 
Suspicious, dubious 1 2 

VCFEEL4 
Nervous, anxious 1 2 

VCFEEL5 
Uncomfortable, embarrassed 1 2 

VCFEEL6 
Surprised, shocked 1 2 

VCFEEL7 
Curious 1 2 

VCFEEL8 
Worried of adverse reaction/offending person 1 2 

VCFEEL9 
Sorry for the person 1 2 

VCFEEL10 
Understanding, genuinely concerned 1 2 

VCFEEL11 
Fine, would not bother me 1 2 

VCFEEL12 
Other  1 2 

VCFEEL13 
None of these 1 2 

VCFEEL14 
(Don’t know) 1 2 

 
Q20 What, if anything, would you do? 
 CODE ALL THAT APPLY 
 

 Yes No 
VCDO1 
Ignore her & keep walking, eg. Suspect asking for money 1 2 

VCDO2 
Refuse to help, somebody else will, I’m usually too busy 1 2 

VCDO3 
Explain you don’t know sign language so can’t help out 1 2 

VCDO4 
Quickly try to help out, by improvising signing 1 2 

VCDO5 
Quickly try to help out, by writing with pen and pad 1 2 

FCDO6 
Take time to talk and assist with problem, by all means 1 2 

VCDO7 
Other 1 2 

VCDO8 
(Don’t know) 1 2 
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Q21 You are out doing your shopping at a busy time of the day and are just paying for your 

goods at the checkout counter.  You notice someone at the checkout next to yours who is 
clearly physically disabled and is having some difficulties carrying their goods to the car.  
How would you feel? 
SHOWCARD    CODE ALL THAT APPLY 

 
 Yes No 
VDFEEL1 
Annoyed, irritated 1 2 

VDFEEL2 
Threatened, frightened 1 2 

VDFEEL3 
Suspicious, dubious 1 2 

VDFEEL4 
Nervous, anxious 1 2 

VDFEEL5 
Uncomfortable, embarrassed 1 2 

VDFEEL6 
Surprised, shocked 1 2 

VDFEEL7 
Curious 1 2 

VDFEEL8 
Worried of adverse reaction/offending person 1 2 

VDFEEL9 
Sorry for the person 1 2 

VDFEEL10 
Understanding, genuinely concerned 1 2 

VDFEEL11 
Fine, would not bother me 1 2 

VDFEEL12 
Other  1 2 

VDFEEL13 
None of these 1 2 

VDFEEL14 
(Don’t know) 1 2 

 
 
Q22 What, if anything, would you do? 
 CODE ALL THAT APPLY 
 

 Yes No 
VDDO1 
Ignore the situation 1 2 

VDDO2 
Ignore the situation, somebody else will help out 1 2 

VDDO3 
Inform staff and leave 1 2 

VDDO4 
Make sure member of staff helps 1 2 

VDDO5 
Deal with own shopping first, then come back to check if help still 
needed 

1 2 

VDDO6 
Offer immediate help/assistance 1 2 

VDDO7 
Other 1 2 

VDDO8 
(Don’t know) 1 2 
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Q23 You are in a supermarket buying one or two items.  A friend is waiting for you in the car 

outside and you are running late.  The person before you in the queue has Multiple Sclerosis 
and wishes to pay for their shopping by credit card.  The signature they provide is very 
different from that on their card.  They explain that they have MS. The checkout assistant 
obviously does not know what to do.  How would you feel? 
SHOWCARD    CODE ALL THAT APPLY 

 
 Yes No 
VEFEEL1 
Annoyed, irritated 1 2 

VEFEEL2 
Threatened, frightened 1 2 

VEFEEL3 
Suspicious, dubious 1 2 

VEFEEL4 
Nervous, anxious 1 2 

VEFEEL5 
Uncomfortable, embarrassed 1 2 

VEFEEL6 
Surprised, shocked 1 2 

VEFEEL7 
Curious 1 2 

VEFEEL8 
Worried of adverse reaction/offending person 1 2 

VEFEEL9 
Sorry for the person 1 2 

VEFEEL10 
Understanding, genuinely concerned 1 2 

VEFEEL11 
Fine, would not bother me 1 2 

VEFEEL12 
Other  1 2 

VEFEEL13 
None of these 1 2 

VEFEEL14 
(Don’t know) 1 2 

 
 
Q24 What, if anything, would you do? 
 CODE ALL THAT APPLY 
 

 Yes No 
VEDO1 
Leave the supermarket without items 1 2 

VEDO2 
Ask to be served quickly, you only have one or two items 1 2 

VEDO3 
Complain to checkout assistant/other member of staff 1 2 

VEDO4 
Move to another till 1 2 

VEDO5 
Nothing, keep waiting 1 2 

VEDO6 
Get help, other member of staff/management 1 2 

VEDO7 
Offer help/assistance 1 2 

VEDO8 
Other 1 2 

VEDO9 
(Don’t know) 1 2 
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Q25 You are going to a new dentist.  When you go in for treatment you notice that the dentist has 

a severe facial disfigurement.  How would you feel? 
SHOWCARD    CODE ALL THAT APPLY 

 
 Yes No 
VFFEEL1 
Annoyed, irritated 1 2 

VFFEEL2 
Threatened, frightened 1 2 

VFFEEL3 
Suspicious, dubious 1 2 

VFFEEL4 
Nervous, anxious 1 2 

VFFEEL5 
Uncomfortable, embarrassed 1 2 

VFFEEL6 
Surprised, shocked 1 2 

VFFEEL7 
Curious 1 2 

VFFEEL8 
Worried of adverse reaction/offending person 1 2 

VFFEEL9 
Sorry for the person 1 2 

VFFEEL10 
Understanding, genuinely concerned 1 2 

VFFEEL11 
Fine, would not bother me 1 2 

VFFEEL12 
Other  1 2 

VFFEEL13 
None of these 1 2 

VFFEEL14 
(Don’t know) 1 2 

 
 
Q26 What, if anything, would you do? 
 CODE ALL THAT APPLY 
 

 Yes No 
VFDO1 
Walk out of surgery and follow up with complaint 

1 2 

VFDO2 
Walk out of surgery, take no further action 

1 2 

VFDO3 
Stay for treatment 

1 2 

VFDO4 
Stare/Look at the dentist 

1 2 

VFDO5 
Look away/Try not to look at dentist 

1 2 

VFDO6 
No reaction at all 

1 2 

VFDO7 
Other 

1 2 

VFDO8 
(Don’t know) 

1 2 
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Q27 I am now going to read you 3 statements in turn.  Which of the expressions on this card 

would you say best describes what you think? 
 SHOWCARD 
 

 

Agree 
strongly Agree 

Neither 
agree 
nor 

disagree Disagree 
Disagree 
strongly 

Don’t 
know 

DISWORK1 
In general, people with 
disabilities cannot be as 
effective at work as people 
without disabilities 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

DISWORK2 
The main problem faced by 
disabled people at work is 
other people’s prejudice, not 
their own lack of ability 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

DISWORK3 
Employers should not make 
special allowances for people 
with disabilities 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

 
 

CONHOSTL 
Q28 How concerned or unconcerned would you be if a house in your immediate neighbourhood 

was converted into a hostel for people with mental illnesses?  
 SHOWCARD 

Very concerned 1 
A bit concerned 2 
Unconcerned 3 
(Other – write in) 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

CONAUTCD 
Q29 How concerned or unconcerned would you be if there was an autistic child in the same class 

at school as your own child?   
 PROMPT: Say you had children at school     SHOWCARD 
 

Very concerned 1 
A bit concerned 2 
Unconcerned 3 
(Other – write in) 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

CONSPIMP 
Q30 How concerned or unconcerned would you be if a child of yours had a teacher with a speech 

impairment?  
PROMPT: Say you had children at school     SHOWCARD 

 
Very concerned 1 
A bit concerned 2 
Unconcerned 3 
(Other – write in) 4 
(Don’t know) 8 
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CONDEAF 
Q31 How concerned or unconcerned would you be if a close relative of yours chose to marry 

someone who was deaf? 
SHOWCARD 

 
Very concerned 1 
A bit concerned 2 
Unconcerned 3 
(Other – write in) 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

DOWNMARR 
Q32 Suppose two people with Down’s syndrome want to marry and have children. Do you think 

that they should be encouraged, discouraged or neither encouraged nor discouraged? 
 

Encouraged 1 
Discouraged 2 
Neither 3 
(Other – write in) 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
 
Q33 Do you regularly attend any group activities or organisations such as the ones shown on this 

card?  Which ones? 
 SHOWCARD 
 
 
Q33a To the best of your knowledge, are there any disabled people who also attend these (textfill)? 
 

 Attends Disabled people attend 
 

Yes No Yes No 
(Don’t 
know) 

 GOCLUB DPCLUB 
Clubs or societies of any kind  1 2 1 2 8 
 GOCOMORG DPCOMORG 
Community organisations 1 2 1 2 8 
 GOCHORG DPCHORG 
Church groups or other religious organisations 1 2 1 2 8 
 GOVOLACT DPVOLACT 
Voluntary activities 1 2 1 2 8 
 GOOTHGRP DPOTHGRP 
Other organised group activities 1 2 1 2 8 

 

 39

Disability/CONDEAF.html
Disability/DOWNMARR.html
Disability/GRPORG.html
Disability/DPATT.html


Section 6: Community Relations Northern Ireland Life & Times Survey 2003
 
SECTION 6:  Community Relations 
 

Now I would like to ask some questions about relations between people of different 
religions living in Northern Ireland. 

 
 
RLRELAGO 

Q1 What about relations between Protestants and Catholics?  Would you say they are better 
than they were 5 years ago, worse, or about the same now as then? 
IF 'IT DEPENDS':  On the whole... 

 
Better 1 
Worse 2 
About the same 3 
Other – write in 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
RLRELFUT 

Q2   And what about in 5 years time?   
Do you think relations between Protestants and Catholics will be better than now, worse 
than now, or about the same as now? 
IF 'IT DEPENDS':  On the whole... 

 
Better 1 
Worse 2 
About the same 3 
Other – write in 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

RELGALWY 
Q3   Do you think that religion will always make a difference to the way people feel about each 

other in Northern Ireland? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
Other – write in 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
MXRLGNGH 

Q4 If you had a choice, would you prefer to live in a neighbourhood with people of only your 
own religion, or in a mixed-religion neighbourhood? 
PROBE IF NECESSARY:  Say if you were moving ... 
 

Own religion only 1 
Mixed religion neighbourhood 2 
Other – write in 3 
(Don’t know) 8 
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MXRLGWRK 
Q5  And if you were working and had to change your job, would you prefer a workplace with 

people of only your own religion, or a mixed religion workplace? 
PROBE IF NECESSARY:  Say if you did have a job? 
 

Own religion only 1 
Mixed religion workplace 2 
Other – write in 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

OWNMXSCH 
Q6  And if you were deciding where to send your children to school, would you prefer a school 

with children of only your own religion, or a mixed-religion school? 
PROBE IF NECESSARY:  Say if you did have school-age children? 

 
Own religion only 1 
Mixed religion school 2 
Other – write in 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

RACE1 
Q7  To which of these groups do you consider you belong?   

SHOWCARD 
 

White 1 
Chinese 2 
Irish Traveller 3 
Indian 4 
Pakistani 5 
Bangladeshi 6 
Caribbean 7 
African 8 
Mixed Ethnic 9 
Other (please specify) 10 
None of these 11 
(Don't know) 98 

 
 

NINATID 
Q8 Which of these best describes the way you think of yourself?   

SHOWCARD 
 

British 1 
Irish 2 
Ulster 3 
Northern Irish 4 
Other – write in 5 
(Don’t know) 8 
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OBOSSRLG 
Q9  Do you think most people in Northern Ireland would mind or not mind if a suitably qualified 

person of a different religion were appointed as their boss? 
IF WOULD MIND:  A lot or a little? 

 
Would mind a lot 1 
Would mind a little 2 
Would not mind 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

SBOSSRLG 
Q10 And you personally, would you mind or not mind? 

IF WOULD MIND:  A lot or a little? 
 

Would mind a lot 1 
Would mind a little 2 
Would not mind 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

OMARRRLG 
Q11  And do you think most people in Northern Ireland would mind or not mind if one of their 

close relatives were to marry someone of a different religion? 
IF WOULD MIND:  A lot or a little? 

 
Would mind a lot 1 
Would mind a little 2 
Would not mind 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

SMARRRLG 
Q12   And you personally, would you mind or not mind? 

IF WOULD MIND: A lot or a little? 
 

Would mind a lot 1 
Would mind a little 2 
Would not mind 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

IF 'WHITE' OR 'IRISH TRAVELLER' 
OBOSSCH 

Q13 Do you think that most white people in Northern Ireland would mind or not mind if a 
suitably qualified person of Chinese origin were appointed as their boss? 
IF WOULD MIND:  A lot or a little? 

 
Would mind a lot 1 
Would mind a little 2 
Would not mind 3 
(Don’t know) 8 
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SBOSSCH 
Q14 And you personally?  Would you mind or not mind? 

IF WOULD MIND:  A lot or a little? 
 

Would mind a lot 1 
Would mind a little 2 
Would not mind 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
OMARRCH 

Q15  Do you think that most white people in Northern Ireland would mind or not mind if one of 
their close relatives were to marry a person of Chinese origin? 
IF WOULD MIND:  A lot or a little? 

 
Would mind a lot 1 
Would mind a little 2 
Would not mind 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

SMARRCH 
Q16 And you personally?  Would you mind or not mind? 

IF WOULD MIND:  A lot or a little? 
 

Would mind a lot 1 
Would mind a little 2 
Would not mind 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
Q17 Thinking about the last few years and the search for peace in Northern Ireland.  How do you 

personally feel about what has happened in the last few years?  Looking at this card, do any 
of these statements apply to you?   
SHOWCARD 
CODE ALL THAT APPLY 

 
 Yes No 
PEACE1 
I feel happy that we have made progress 1 2 

PEACE2 
I have mixed feelings 1 2 

PEACE3 
I feel unhappy 1 2 

PEACE4 
I feel disappointed 1 2 

PEACE5 
I feel angry 1 2 

PEACE6 
I feel betrayed 1 2 

PEACE7 
None of these 1 2 

PEACE8 
(Don’t know) 8 
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NEXTYRS 
Q18 And thinking about the next few years and the search for peace in Northern Ireland.  

Choosing your answer from this card, how do you personally feel about what might happen 
in the next few years? 
SHOWCARD 
CODE ONE ONLY 

 
I feel confident about the future 1 
I feel optimistic about the future 2 
I have mixed feelings 3 
I am worried about the future 4 
None of these 5 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
Q19 How much do you agree or disagree with these statements? 

SHOWCARD 
 

 
Strongly 

agree Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

(Don’t 
know) 

CULTRAD6 
I am confident that my 
own cultural tradition is 
protected in Northern 
Ireland these days  

1 2 3 4 5 8 

CULTRAD5 
My cultural tradition is 
always the underdog 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

 
  
REPMURAL 

Q20 Has there been any time in the last year when you personally have felt intimidated by 
republican murals, kerb paintings, or flags? 

 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
Other – write in 3 
Don’t know 8 

 
 
LOYMURAL 

Q21 And has there been any time in the last year when you personally have felt intimidated by 
loyalist murals, kerb paintings, or flags? 

 
Yes 1 
No 2 
Other – write in 3 
Don’t know 8 
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RELABUSE 
Q22 And in the last year have you yourself been verbally abused or shouted at because of your 

religion? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
Don’t know 8 

 
 

SHOPREL 
Q23 And in the last year, have you been treated unfairly by someone in a shop or other business for 

reasons which you think were to do with your religion? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
Don’t know 8 

 
 

EQUALRLG 
Q24  Do you think that, in general, Protestants and Catholics in Northern Ireland are treated 
 equally? 
 

Yes 1 Go to Q28 
No 2 
(It depends) 3 Ask Q25 

Other – write in 4 
(Don’t know) 8 Go to Q28 

 
 

ASK IF CODE 2 OR 3 AT Q24 
WHOBETT 

Q25 Who do you think is usually treated better - Protestants or Catholics? 
 If 'IT DEPENDS' ask 'WELL IN GENERAL...? 
 

Protestants 1 
Catholics 2 Ask Q26 

(It depends) 3 
Other – write in 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

Go to Q27 
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ASK IF CODE 1 OR 2 AT Q25 
Q26 In which of these ways do you think that (ANSWER AT Q25) are treated better? 

SHOWCARD     
CODE ALL THAT APPLY 

 
 Yes No 
JOBOPPS 
Job opportunities 1 2 

HOUSING 
Housing 1 2 

EXPCULT 
Expressing their own culture 1 2 

TREATPOL 
Treatment by the police 1 2 

EDOPPS 
Educational opportunities 1 2 

TREATALL 
(All of the above) 1 2 

TREATOTH 
Other – write in  1 2 

TREATDK 
(Don’t know) 1 2 

 
 

IMPEQUAL 
Q27  And in which one of these areas is it most important that Protestants and Catholics should be 

treated equally? 
SHOWCARD     
CODE ONE ONLY 

 
Job opportunities 1 
Housing 2 
Expressing their own culture 3 
Treatment by the police 4 
Educational opportunities 5 
(Should be treated equally in all these areas) 6 
Other – write in 7 
(Don’t know) 8 
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Q28 Equality laws have been drawn up in Northern Ireland to make sure that everyone is treated 

equally.  In your view, are any of the groups on this card generally treated unfairly when 
compared with other groups?  
SHOWCARD    CODE ALL THAT APPLY 

 
 Yes No 
EQNOW1 
Catholics 1 2 

EQNOW2 
Protestants 1 2 

EQNOW3 
Gays/lesbians/bi-sexuals 1 2 

EQNOW4 
Disabled 1 2 

EQNOW5 
Elderly 1 2 

EQNOW6 
Travellers 1 2 

EQNOW7 
Other ethnic minorities 1 2 

EQNOW8 
Women 1 2 

EQNOW9 
Men 1 2 

 
 
Q29 Thinking about each of these groups in turn, do you think they are generally treated better 

than they were five years ago, worse, or are they treated the same as they were five years 
ago? 

 SHOWCARD 
 First, Catholics… 
 

 Treated better 
than 5 years ago 

Treated worse than 
five years ago  

Treated the same 
as five years ago 

Don’t 
know 

EQPAST1 
Catholics 1 2 3 8 

EQPAST2 
Protestants 1 2 3 8 

EQPAST3 
Gays/lesbians/bi-sexuals 1 2 3 8 

EQPAST4 
Disabled 1 2 3 8 

EQPAST5 
Elderly 1 2 3 8 

EQPAST6 
Travellers 1 2 3 8 

EQPAST7 
Other ethnic minorities 1 2 3 8 

EQPAST8 
Women 1 2 3 8 

EQPAST9 
Men 1 2 3 8 
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MATTREL 
Q30 Suppose you were applying for a job, how much would it matter to you how many people 

there were of your own religion at the workplace?  Would it matter…READ OUT…  
 

a lot 1 
a bit 2 
or, not at all? 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
AVOIDPWK 

Q31 Suppose you were applying for a job, would you avoid workplaces situated in a mainly 
Protestant area?   
IF ‘YES’ OR ‘NO’: Is this definitely or probably? 
 

Yes, definitely 1 
Yes, probably 2 
Probably not 3 
Definitely not 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
AVOIDCWK 

Q32 Suppose you were applying for a job, would you avoid workplaces situated in a mainly 
Catholic area?   
IF ‘YES’ OR ‘NO’: Is this definitely or probably? 
 

Yes, definitely 1 
Yes, probably 2 
Probably not 3 
Definitely not 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

REFJBREL 
Q33 Have you yourself in the last ten years been refused a job for reasons which you think were 

to do with your religion? 
 

Yes 1  
No 2  
Have not worked in last ten years 3 Go to Q36 
(Don’t know) 8  

 
 

PROMREL 
Q34 And have you yourself in the last ten years been treated unfairly when applying for a 

promotion or a move to a better position, for reasons which you think had to do with your 
religion?   

 
Yes 1 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 
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WKREL 
Q35 Have you yourself in the last ten years been treated unfairly at work by your workmates or 

colleagues for reasons which you think were to do with your religion? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 

POSDISC 
Q36 If a particular religion is under-represented in a firm, do you think the firm should give 

preferential treatment to people from that religion when filling posts? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
Q37 How much do you agree or disagree with these statements about equality laws in general in 

Northern Ireland? 
SHOWCARD 

 
 Strongly 

agree Agree 
Neither agree 
or disagree Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree Don’t know 

EQLAW1 
Equality laws protect 
Catholics at the expense 
of Protestants 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

EQLAW2 
Equality laws protect 
Protestants at the expense 
of Catholics 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

EQLAW3 
There is no need for 
equality laws in Northern 
Ireland 

1 2 3 4 5 8 
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SECTION 7:  Background  
 
Finally, I would like to ask you some background questions about yourself. These enable us to check 
that we have obtained a proper cross section of the Northern Ireland public. They also allow 
researchers to analyse whether there are differences in attitude between different groups of people.  I 
must stress that the survey is confidential and that before the data is passed on by us for analysis all 
names and addresses are deleted. It is therefore impossible to identify any individual or their responses 
 
 

TENSHORT 
Q1 Do you (or your family) own or rent this house/flat/bungalow? 

PROBE IF NECESSARY 
 

OWNS:Outright 1 
 Buying on mortgage 2 
 Buying on Co-ownership Scheme 3 
RENT: Housing Executive 4 
 Housing Association 5 
 Private Landlord 6 
OTHER – write in 7 
(Don't know) 8 

 
 

HOUSEHLD 
Q2 Number in household 
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Q3 Household information  (Forward write sex from Section 1) 
 
Person Resp P2 P3 P4 P5 P6 P7 P8 
         
 RAGE P2AGE P3AGE P4AGE P5AGE P6AGE P7AGE P8AGE 
Age                 
         
Agegroup         
0 – 17 
18 – 24 
25 – 44 
45 – 64 
65 – 74 
75+ 
(Don’t know/Refused) 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

         
 RSEX P2SEX P3SEX P4SEX P5SEX P6SEX P7SEX P8SEX 
Male 
Female 

1 
2 

1 
2 

1 
2 

1 
2 

1 
2 

1 
2 

1 
2 

1 
2 

         
Relationship to 
respondent 
 
Spouse/Partner 
Son/Daughter 
Parent/Par in Law 
Other relative 
Other non-relative 

RREL 
 
 
 

P2REL 
 
 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

P3REL 
 
 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

P4REL 
 
 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

P5REL 
 
 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

P6REL 
 
 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

P7REL 
 
 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

P8REL 
 
 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

         
Hhld member with 
legal responsibility for 
accommodation 
(includes joint or 
shared) 

RRESP 
 

Yes: 1 
No: 2 

 

P2RESP 
 
1 
2 

P3RESP 
 
1 
2 

P4RESP 
 
1 
2 

P5RESP 
 
1 
2 

P6RESP 
 
1 
2 

P7RESP 
 
1 
2 

P8RESP 
 
1 
2 

 
 

RMARSTAT 
Q4 Marital Status  CODE FIRST TO APPLY 
 

Single (never married) 1 
Married 2 
Living as married 3 
Separated 4 
Divorced 5 
Widowed 6 

 
 
CHILDU16 

Q4a And can I just check, do you have any (other) children aged 16 or under not living with you? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
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HIGHSTED 
Q5 Highest Educational Qualification (one only)   

SHOWCARD 
 

Degree Level or Higher 1 
BTEC (Higher), BEC (Higher), TEC (Higher), HNC, HND 2 
GCE 'A'Level (including NVQ Level 3) 3 
BTEC (National), TEC (National), BEC (National), ONC, OND 4 
GCSE (including NVQ Level 2), GCE 'O'Level (including CSE Grade 1), Senior Certificate, BTEC 
(General), BEC (General) 5 

CSE (other than Grade 1) 6 
No formal qualification 7 
Other (write in) 8 

 
 
TEA 

Q5a How old were you when you completed your continuous full-time education? 
 

15 or under 1 
16 2 
17 3 
18 4 
19 or over 5 
Still at school 6 
Still at college or university 7 
Other – write in 8 
(Don’t know/Can’t remember) 98 

 
 
RECNTACT 

Q6 Which of these descriptions applies to what you were doing last week, that is in the seven days 
ending last Sunday?   
SHOWCARD 
IF ON HOLIDAY OR TEMPORARILY SICK ASK WHAT THEY ARE USUALLY 
DOING 

 
Working full-time 1 
Working part-time 2 Go to Q6a 

Not working (seeking work) 3 
On a Government Training Scheme 4 
On ACE (Action for Community Employment) 5 
Retired 6 
In full-time education 7 
Looking after the home 8 
Permanently sick or disabled 9 
Not working (and not seeking work) 10 
Caring for elderly or disabled person full-time 11 
Other – write in 12 

Go to Q7 

 
 

RHOURSWK 
Q6a How many hours a week do you normally work in your job? 
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TUNION 
Q6b Are you currently a member of a trade union? 
 

Yes 1 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 

Go to Q8 

 
RJOBCHK 

Q7 Can I just check, have you ever had a job? 
 

Yes 1  
No 2 Go to Q15 

 
 
ASK IF CODE 1 OR CODE 2 AT Q6, OR CODE 1 AT Q7 

Q8 Now I want to ask you about your (last) job.   
What (is/was) your job? 

 
WRITE IN JOB TITLE 

 
Q9 What kind of work (do/did) you do most of the time?   

IF RELEVANT:  What materials/machinery (do/did) you use? 
 

 

 
Q10 What training or qualifications (are/were) needed for that job? 
 

 

 
Q10a What (does/did) your employer (the organisation) make or do at the place where you 

(work/worked), or from which you (do/did) your work? 
 

 

 
 
REMPSEMP 

Q11 Can I just check, (are/were) you...READ OUT... 
 

… an employee,. 1 Go to Q12 
or, self-employed? 2 Go to Q14b 

 
 

RMANFORE 
Q12 Can I just check, (are/were) you...READ OUT... 
 

… a manager, 1 
A foreman or supervisor,  2 Ask Q12a 

or, neither? 3 
(Don’t know) 8 Go to Q13 
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RMANY 
Q12a How many people (do/did) you manage or supervise? 

ENTER NUMBER 
   

 
 
RSECT 

Q13 And (do/did) you work in the public, private or voluntary sector?  
 

Public sector 1 
Private sector 2 
Voluntary/charity sector 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
Q14 a If employee: including yourself, how many people (are/were) employed 

at the place where you usually (work/worked) from? 
 

b If self employed: How many employees (do/did) you have? 
 

RNUMEMP  RNUMSEMP 
IF EMPLOYEE  IF SELF-EMPLOYED 

    
Fewer than 10 1  ENTER NUMBER    
10-24 2    
25-99 3  CODE 00 IF NONE  
100-499 4  CODE 998 IF DK  
500 or more 5    
(Don’t know) 8    

 
 
ASK IF HAS LIVING PARTNER (CODES 2, 3 AT Q4) 
WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS GO TO Q15B AND ASK ABOUT LATE PARTNER 
OTHERS GO TO Q23 
ECNACTS 

Q15 Which of these descriptions applies to what your (wife/husband/partner) was doing last week, 
that is the seven days ending last Sunday?   
SHOWCARD 
IF ON HOLIDAY OR TEMPORARILY SICK ASK WHAT THEY ARE USUALLY 
DOING 

 
Working full-time 1 
Working part-time, at least 10 hours a week 2 Go to Q15a 

Not working (seeking work) 3 
On a Government Training Scheme 4 
On ACE (Action for Community Employment) 5 
Retired 6 
In full-time education 7 
Looking after the home 8 
Permanently sick or disabled 9 
Not working (and not seeking work) 10 
Caring for elderly or disabled person full-time 11 
Other – write in 12 

Go to Q15b 
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SHOURSWK 
Q15a And how many hours a week does he/she work in his/her job? 
 

  
GO TO Q16 

 
 
SJOBCHK 

Q15b Can I just check, has he/she ever had a job? 
 

Yes 1  
No 2 Go to Q23 

 
 

ASK IF CODE 1 OR 2 AT Q15, OR CODE 1 AT Q15B 
Q16 Now I want to ask you about your (wife's/husband's/partner's)(present/last) job.   

What (is/was) (his/her) job? 
 
WRITE IN JOB TITLE 
 

 
Q17 What kind of work (does/did) (he/she) do most of the time?   

IF RELEVANT:  What materials/machinery (does/did) (he/she) use? 
 

 
Q18 What training or qualifications (are/were) needed for that job? 
 

 

 
Q18a What (does/did) (his/her) employer (the organisation) make or do at the place where (he/she) 

(work/worked), or from which (he/she) (do/did) (his/her) work? 
 

 

 
 

SEMPSEMP 
Q19 Can I just check, (is/was)(she/he)...READ OUT... 
 

… an employee 1 Go to Q20 
or, self-employed? 2 Go to Q22b 

 
 
SMANFORE 

Q20 Can I just check, (is/was)(she/he)...READ OUT... 
 

… a manager, 1 
A foreman or supervisor,  2 
or, neither? 3 
(Don’t know) 8 
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SSECT 
Q21 And (do/did) (he/she) work in the public, private or voluntary sector?  
 

Public sector 1 
Private sector 2 
Voluntary/charity sector 3 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
Q22 a If employee: including your (wife/husband/partner), how many people 

(are/were) employed at the place where (he/she) usually (works/worked)  
from? 

 
b If self employed: How many employees (does/did) your 

(wife/husband/partner) have? 
 

SNUMEMP  SNUMSEMP 
IF EMPLOYEE  IF SELF-EMPLOYED 

    
Fewer than 10 1  ENTER NUMBER    
10-24 2    
25-99 3  CODE 00 IF NONE  
100-499 4  CODE 998 IF DK  
500 or more 5    
(Don’t know) 8    

 
 

RELIGION 
Q23 Do you regard yourself as belonging to any particular religion? 

If yes, which?    DO NOT PROMPT 
 

No religion 1  Non-subscribing Presbyterian 14 
Refused 99 Ask Q25 Salvation Army 15 
Catholic 2  Church of Nazarene 16 
Church of Ireland/Anglican/Episcopal 3  Jehovah's Witness 17 
Baptist 4  Mormon 18 
Methodist 5  Protestant - no-denomination 19 
Presbyterian 6  Christian - no denomination 20 
Free Presbyterian 7  Hindu 21 
Brethren 8  Jewish 22 
United Reform Church (URC)/Congregational  9  Islam/Muslim 23 
Pentecostal 10  Sikh 24 
Church of Scotland 11  Buddhist 25 
Elim Pentecostal 12  Other – write in 26 
Reformed Presbyterian 13  (Don't know) 98 
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14

ASK IF NOT REFUSED AT Q23  
FAMRELIG 

Q23a In what religion, if any, were you brought up?   
PROBE IF NECESSARY:  What was your family's religion?   DO NOT PROMPT 
 

No religion 1  Non-subscribing Presbyterian 
Refused 99  Salvation Army 15
Catholic 2  Church of Nazarene 16
Church of Ireland/Anglican/Episcopal 3  Jehovah's Witness 17
Baptist 4  Mormon 18
Methodist 5  Protestant - no-denomination 19
Presbyterian 6  Christian - no denomination 20
Free Presbyterian 7  Hindu 21
Brethren 8  Jewish 22
United Reform Church (URC)/Congregational  9  Islam/Muslim 23
Pentecostal 10  Sikh 24
Church of Scotland 11  Buddhist 25
Elim Pentecostal 12  Other – write in 26
Reformed Presbyterian 13  (Don't know) 98

 
 
IF REFUSED AT Q23 OR Q23A GO TO Q25 

 

IF NO RELIGION AT Q23A GO TO Q25 
CHATTEND 

Q24 Apart from special occasions such as weddings, funerals, baptisms and so on, how often 
nowadays do you attend services or meetings connected with your religion?   PROBE AS 
NECESSARY 

Once a week or more 1 
2 or 3 times a month 2 
Once a month 3 
Several times a year 4 
Less frequently 5 
Never 6 
(Don't know) 8 

 
 
IF MARRIED/LIVING AS MARRIED  
RELIGSAM 

Q24a Is your (husband/wife/partner) the same religion as you? 
 

Yes, same religion 1 
No, not same religion 2 
No religion at all 3 

 
 
DO NOT ASK IF CODES 1, 99, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 OR 98 AT Q23 
ATTOTH 

Q24b Have you ever attended a (Catholic/Protestant) religious service in Northern Ireland? 
INCLUDE WEDDINGS, CHRISTENINGS AND ALL SPECIAL OCCASIONS AS 
WELL AS REGULAR SERVICES. 

 
Yes 1 Ask Q24c then go to Q25 
No 2 
(Don’t know/Can’t remember) 8 Ask Q24d then go to Q25 
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OFTENATT 

 
ASK IF CODE 1 AT Q24B 

Q24c About how often in the last year? 
 

Not at all 1 
Once or twice 2 
More often 8 

 
 

ASK IF CODE 2 OR 3 AT Q24B 
GOWED 

Q24d And if you were invited to attend a wedding in a (Protestant/Catholic) church would you be 
happy to go? 

  
Yes 1 
No 2 
(It depends) 3 
Other – write in 4 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
SLFMXSCH 

Q25 Did you ever attend a mixed or integrated school in Northern Ireland, that is, a school with 
fairly large numbers of both Catholic and Protestant children? 

 
Yes 1 Please go to Q25a 
No 2 
(Don’t know) 8 Please go to Q26 

 
 

ASK IF CODE 1 AT Q25 
FORMINT 

Q25a Was this a formally integrated school or was it a school that was just fairly mixed? 
 

Integrated school 1 
School that was just fairly mixed 2 
(Don’t know) 8 

 
 
CHDMXSCH 

Q26 And has any child in your care ever attended a mixed or integrated school in Northern Ireland, 
with fairly large numbers of both Catholics and Protestants attending? 

 
Yes 1 
No 2 
My children are not yet at school 3 
Never had any children (in my care) 4 
(Don't know) 8 
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CAREHOME 
Q27 Some people have extra family responsibilities because they look after someone who's sick, 

disabled or elderly.  May I check, is there anyone living with you who is sick, disabled or 
elderly whom you look after or give special help to (for example, a sick, disabled or elderly 
relative, wife, husband, partner, child, friend)? 

 
Yes 1 
No 2 
(Don't know) 8 

 
 
CARESEP 

Q28 What about people not living with you, do you provide some regular service or help for any 
sick, disabled or elderly relative, friend or neighbour not living with you? 

 
Yes 1 
No 2 
(Don't know) 8 

 
 

PERSINCM 
Q29 What is your personal income before tax and national insurance contributions? 

Please just give me the number on the card. 
SHOWCARD  
INCLUDE ALL INCOME FROM EMPLOYMENT AND BENEFITS  

1 
 

Under £3,000 per year  (less than £60 per week) 
£3,000 - £3,999 per year (£60 - £80 per week) 2 
£4,000 - £6,999 per year (£80 - £135 per week) 3 
£7,000 - £9,999 per year (£135 - £195 per week) 4 
£10,000 - £14,999 per year (£195 - £290 per week) 5 
£15,000 - £19,999 per year (£290 - £385 per week) 6 
£20,000 - £25,999 per year (£385 - £500 per week) 7 
£26,000 - £29,999 per year (£500 - £580 per week) 8 
£30,000 - £39,999 per year (£580 - £770 per week) 9 
£40,000 + per year (£770+ per week) 10 
I DO NOT WISH TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION 11 
(Don't know) 98 
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IF NO OTHER ADULTS IN HOUSEHOLLD FORWARD WRITE CODE FROM 
PREVIOUS QUESTION 
HHLDINCM 

Q30 And what is the total income of your household from all sources before tax and national 
insurance contributions?  Please just give me the number on the card. 
SHOWCARD  
INCLUDE ALL INCOME FROM EMPLOYMENT AND BENEFITS 

 
Under £3,000 per annum (less than £60 per week) 1 
£3,000 - £3,999 per annum (£60 - £80 per week) 2 
£4,000 - £6,999 per annum (£80 - £135 per week) 3 
£7,000 - £9,999 per annum (£135 - £195 per week) 4 
£10,000 - £14,999 per annum (£195 - £290 per week) 5 
£15,000 - £19,999 per annum (£290 - £385 per week) 6 
£20,000 - £25,999 per annum (£385 - £500 per week) 7 
£26,000 - £29,999 per annum (£500 - £580 per week) 8 
£30,000 - £39,999 per annum (£580 - £770 per week) 9 
£40,000 + per annum (£770+ per week) 10 
I DO NOT WISH TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION 11 
(Don't know) 98 

 
 
ORIENT 

Q31 Can you tell me which of these best describes you? 
Please just give me the number on the card. 
SHOWCARD 
 

I am ‘gay’ or ‘lesbian’ (homosexual) 1 
I am heterosexual or ‘straight’ 2 
I am bi-sexual 3 
Other  - write in 4 
I do not wish to answer this question 5 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THIS INTERVIEW 
 
 
READ OUT 
 
If you are interested in the survey results you might like to take a look at the survey website at 
www.ark.ac.uk/nilt 
 
The results from this years survey will be put on the website in anonymised form in June next year. 
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