NIHPS USER GROUP SECOND MEETING

The second meeting of the NIHPS User Group was held on Wednesday 16 June 2004 at Queen’s University Belfast. For the benefit of those who were unable to attend, a short report of the meeting is presented below. If you have any comments or suggestions relating to the proceedings of the meeting, please contact Katrina Lloyd or Pat McKee.

After an opening welcome to the members of the User Group, several of whom had not been present at the inaugural meeting, Katrina Lloyd outlined the rationale for establishing the group and what were perceived to be the benefits for users of the NIHPS. She stressed again the need for researchers in Northern Ireland to make use of the survey and explained that ARK was committed to ensuring that help and advice were available to users when undertaking analyses of the NIHPS.

The action points from the previous meeting were outlined:

· Wave 2

· At the last meeting, September 2004 had been suggested as a possible month for ARK to hold a workshop on how to use the Waves 1 and 2 NIHPS data. However, as ARK had only received the final Wave 2 data in June 2004, this date was now deemed unrealistic.

· A copy of the Wave 2 questionnaire is now available on the NIHPS website as the size of the word file is prohibitive for some users when sent through the email system. The Wave 2 questionnaire gives all the information from Wave 1 plus the additional sections in Wave 2.

· Response rates for Waves 1 and 2 of the survey have been posted on the NIHPS website.
· Dissemination of Information to Users

· Communication between ARK and users has been mainly via the ARK website, and the users present felt that this was the best method, as emails can be deleted accidentally.

· Information has been posted on the NIHPS website giving brief details of what analyses have been carried out by ARK researchers and users. As yet, contact details of the analysts has not been included as most of the work has been for government bodies and others who may not necessarily want their details to be included on the web. Users were asked to send details of any work they have carried out using the NIHPS data to ARK, along with their contact details, and these will be added to the web pages. Hopefully, as more people use the waves of the data this information can be updated and expanded, and a useful forum for the exchange of ideas can be established.
· Training

· A half-day workshop on how to use the Wave 1 NIHPS data was held at Queen’s University Belfast on 16 June 2004 for people who were unable to attend the workshop in September 2003 but who were interested in using the data. 

· Annotation of the NIHPS questionnaire has been put on hold as it will be a major job but we will consider this as a possibility. In the meantime the documentation on the BHPS available on the ISER website is useful in this respect. 

· Any Other Business

· In terms of the urban/rural markers for the NIHPS website, ARK will find out whether a decision on the classification of the terms has been agreed. A health board indicator and an area marker, Belfast, East/West of the Bann has been supplied by NISRA.

Presentations by NIHPS Users

Two NIHPS Users presented some findings from their analyses of the data. One presentation was entitled Poverty, Income and Gender in Northern Ireland’ and the other outlined the findings from work looking at the relationship between health and the use of GP services in Northern Ireland and Britain (using the BHPS).

A useful discussion followed in which the users talked about some of the problems and challenges they had encountered when working with the data. They acknowledged and thanked the NIHPS Analysis team for their help and support while they were carrying out their analyses. Some of the comments and suggestions that were made will be taken on board and used to improve the content of future NIHPS workshops.

Wave 2

An update on Wave 2 was presented and users were told that ARK had received the data in June 2004. There are 16 files in the Wave 2 dataset. Users can access the Northern Ireland data through ARK and were told that they will also receive the Wave 1 files as they may have been revised on the basis of information acquired at Wave 2. Users were advised to use the new Wave 1 datasets rather than the previous ones. The full UK-wide Wave 12 data will be made available on the UK Data Archive within the next few weeks for users who are interested in carrying out comparative analyses. 

As well as the core files that were available in Wave 1, there are new files in Wave 2 on marital, fertility and work histories, and files containing information about responses across waves – leavers, joiners and split households. The job, marital and fertility histories are kept up to date by asking respondents what they have been doing over the past year and so a record is kept of this information for each respondent throughout the lifetime of the panel.

Wave 3

The fieldwork for Wave 3 has now been completed and the data are with ISER for cleaning, validation and weighting. As well as the core questionnaire, the rotating core component for Wave 3 of the NIHPS is on parenting. This differs from the rotating core component included in the 2003 BHPS (Wave 13), which is on neighbourhood and family relations.

Wave 4

The ESRC has agreed to part-fund a further 5 waves of the NIHPS which is good news for researchers and policy makers in Northern Ireland. The rotating core component to be included in Wave 4 has not yet been decided although this information will be available by the end of June and will be posted on the NIHPS website.

Training

ARK has now held two workshops on how to use the Wave 1 NIHPS data. In all, 34 people attended the workshops. Some users expressed interest in a basic SPSS course using the NIHPS data for those who were not competent users of SPSS. However, as most people who attend the workshops are already fairly competent in SPSS Pat and Katrina will need to assess the feasibility of running a beginners course in SPSS in the future, perhaps before the longitudinal workshop on analysing the 2 waves of the NIHPS. 

It was agreed at the meeting that since ARK had received the Wave 2 data in June 2004, it would not be feasible to hold a workshop on how to use the two waves in September 2004 as originally planned. Those present suggested that January might be a good time for lecturers as this is in between 2 semesters. Room availability should also be good around that time.

Given that experience of SPSS varies among the people who will be attending the longitudinal workshops, it was suggested that two should be offered – one for people who are competent SPSS users and one for those who are not. The level of experience in SPSS of the attendees would determine the pace of the workshop. An indication of the level of experience required for each workshop would be outlined so that potential attendees could determine which group would best suit their own experience of SPSS.

As ARK has now acquired STATA, users were asked if, at some point in the future, they would be interested in a training course on advanced statistical methods using the longitudinal NIHPS data and STATA. There was some interest expressed among those users who had access to STATA and ARK will explore the possibility of running such a course in the future.

In relation to constructing an annotated NIHPS questionnaire, users agreed that the amount of work involved would make this task prohibitive. Instead, it was suggested that ARK should create a navigation document to help Northern Ireland users to find their way round the documentation on the ISER website. The version of this document that has been created for the NIHPS workshops could be expanded without too much work. 

Any Other Business

One user asked whether it would be possible to get some indication of the likely release of future waves of the NIHPS. This information, along with details of the contents of the coming wave, would help researchers and policy makers to take account of imminent/forthcoming data to prepare topics for their coming year’s business plan. This issue will be raised at the next NIHPS Advisory Group Meeting to be held on 28 June 2004.

Date of the next User Group Meeting

The next User Group meeting will be held in January 2005. Information about the exact date, time  and venue will be posted on the NIHPS web site.

