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MISSION
ARK’s mission is to make social science knowledge on 
Northern Ireland easily accessible to the widest possible 
audience.

ARK: ACCESS, RESEARCH, KNOWLEDGE
We provide access to a wide range of information related 
to Northern Ireland.

We research Northern Ireland society through our suite of 
surveys.

We share knowledge through our resources to inform 
policy and debate.

KEY PRINCIPLES

•	 As a joint Queen’s University Belfast and University 
of Ulster resource we work in partnership with all 
sectors.

•	 We provide key evidence to inform social policy 
and debate from our  research, surveys and web 
resources.

•	 We facilitate access to other social policy relevant 
information.

•	 We present information in a range of formats through 
our website, our publications and our seminar series.

•	 Our focus is Northern Ireland but where appropriate 
we ensure Northern Ireland is included in national 
and international research.

•	 We seek and respond to opportunities that fit within 
our overall mission.



Surveys

Through our surveys we aim to provide time-series 
attitudinal data across age groups to inform policy 
development.

1.	 ARK will maintain and develop its Northern Ireland 
Life and Times survey.

2.	 ARK will maintain and develop its Young Life and 
Times survey.

3.	 ARK will explore the development of a new survey of 
children (Kids’ Life and Times). 

Working in partnership with others we will facilitate access 
to other independent and government surveys.

1. Surveys Online will maintain and expand its survey 
base.

2. The Longitudinal Analysis Unit will continue to 
facilitate and encourage the analysis of longitudinal 
data.

Conflict, Politics and Elections

ARK provides access to a broad range of information on 
the Northern Ireland conflict and politics in the region, 
including detailed results of elections.  Through its 
resources ARK aims to facilitate researchers and others 
in understanding the underlying causes of conflict and to 
facilitate conflict transformation and peace-building locally 
and internationally.

1.	 CAIN (Conflict Archive on the INternet) will expand 
and maintain its existing resources.

2.	 CAIN will develop a significant new resource 
on ‘Remembering: Victims, Survivors and 
Commemoration’.

3.	 Northern Ireland Elections will maintain and add to 
its resource as elections occur.

4.	 The Qualitative Archive on the Conflict will be 
maintained and updated.

Policy Research Resources

ARK aims to support policy development and debate in 
Northern Ireland through providing information and critical 
analysis.

1. The Online Research Bank and its specialist 
Children’s section will be maintained and developed.

2. ARK will work in partnership with the Northern 
Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA) 
to pilot a descriptive resource on social policy in 
Northern Ireland.

3. ARK will pilot the production of ‘Critical Policy Briefs’.

4. ARK will explore and promote the application of 
qualitative methods to policy issues.

5. The ARK Research Centre will engage in policy 
relevant secondary analysis.

Outreach, Dissemination and Training

ARK aims to build research capacity across all sectors 
and to facilitate debate.

1. The Seminar Series will be further developed to 
include more events and will be made available on-
line.

2. ARK Research Updates will continue to be 
produced.

3. ARK will work in partnership with specialist providers 
to provide a wide range of introductory and more 
advanced research and analysis training courses.

4. Through its pro-bono work ARK will facilitate 
capacity building in the voluntary and community 
sectors.

5. ARK will seek to enhance its profile through 
increased participation in international events and 
networks.

6. ARK will explore taking on a wider training role to 
help develop the skills base in Northern Ireland.

WHAT WE WILL DO 2007-2011	

ARK has four main areas of work:  

					   

•  Surveys 

					   

•  Conflict, Politics and Elections 

					   

•  Policy Research Resources  

•  Outreach, Dissemination and Training
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ARK is a resource providing access to social and political 
material on Northern Ireland.  Established in 2000 within 
the University of Ulster and Queen’s University Belfast, 
ARK has developed a range of resource materials that 
inform social and political debate in the region and raise 
the profile of social science research on Northern Ireland.
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